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Suicide bomb kills at
least 115 in Irag

Blast at Hillah clinic dubbed single deadliest attack of wWar eages

Residents look at the vehicle of the suicide bomber, which was sliced in half by the explosion as he blasted a crowd of police and national guard recruits gathered Monday outside
a clinic in Hillah, Iraq. At least 115 people were killed and 132 injured in the single deadliest attack since the fall of Saddam Hussein.
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Missing Fla. girl: Searchers began
their fifth day of combing the roads and
Wwoods surrounding a missing 9-year-old
girl’s home in Homosassa, Fla., on Mon-
day, hitting new areas while going back
over spots that were already inspected.

The search for Jessica Marie Lunsford,
who disappeared from her bedroom last
week, has been frustrated by rainy weather
and the lack of hard evidence. But the weath-
er had cleared Monday, giving officials
some hope, although the search could be
scaled back Tuesday if no evidence is found
by then.

Trial of former WorldCom chief: Former
WorldCom Inc. chief Bernard Ebbers took
the witness stand in New York on Monday,
telling jurors he was unschooled in account’
ing and finance as he began defending him-
self against charges he orchestrated the $11
billion fraud that capsized the company he
built.

Defense lawyers called Ebbers, 63, to testi-
fy as his trial on charges of fraud, conspiracy
and making false regulatory filings opened
its sixth week in Manhattan federal court.

Military

Army deserter Jenkins: A U.S. Army de-
serter who spent nearly 40 years in captivi-
ty in North Korea before resettling in Japan
hopes to return to the United States — but
only for a visit.

Charles Robert Jenkins, 65, plans to trav-
el to Tokyo on Wednesday to apply for a
U.S. passport, officials in the Japanese vil-
lage of Mano said Monday.

Jenkins has said he has no plans to return
permanently to the United States but would
like to visit his home in North Carolina with
his wife, Hitomi Soga, and their two North
Korea-born daughters.

World

EU membership: French lawmakers
voted overwhelmingly Monday to revise the
constitution to clear the way for a referen-
dum on the European Union charter by this
summer, while Denmark’s prime minister
said that country will hold its own referen-
dum on the EU constitution on Sept. 27.

Senators and National Assembly depu-
ties, meeting in a rare joint session at Ver-
sailles Palace, voted 730-66, with 96 absten-
tions, to amend the constitution in a move
that would defer some decision-making
power to Brussels.

Rwanda genocide: A former commander
of the military academy in Rwanda appeared
Monday at a UN. tribunal in Tanzania to
face genocide charges related to the 1994
slaughter of at least half a million minority
Tutsis and politically moderate Hutus.

Lt. Col. Tharcisse Muvunyi was charged
with five counts of genocide and crimes
against humanity. He faces life in prison if
convicted.

British activists: Three members of a group that campaigns for better child custody rights
for divorced fathers stand on a ledge at the Foreign Office in central London on Monday. The
campaigners from Fathers 4 Justice, dressed as Captain America, Robin and Batman,
perched some 50 feet above the junction of Whitehall, where many government offices are
located, and Downing Street, home of Britain’s Prime M
previously held protests at the London Eye Ferris wheel and Buckingham Palace.

Gaza Strip pullout: Isracl may leave build-
ings in Jewish settlements intact after a
Gaza Strip withdrawal instead of demolish-
ing them as initially planned, senior officials
said Monday.

Demolition would force Israeli troops to
spend more time in Gaza, exposing them to
possible attack by Palestinian militants for a
longer period and driving up the price of
withdrawal, said Giora Eiland, head of Isra-
el’s National Security Council.

Afghanistan plane crash: A second group
of bodies recovered from an Afghan airlin-
er that smashed into a mountain nearly a
month ago will be handed over to relatives
Monday, an Afghan official said.

Helicopters have flown a total of 73 bod-
ies from the crash scene east of the Afghan
capital where the plane hit a frozen peak
during a snowstorm on Feb. 3, killing all
108 people on board.

Bosnian war crimes: Two generals from
opposite sides of the Bosnian war, a Muslim
and a Serb, surrendered to the U.N. war
crimes tribunal Monday to answer charges
that they were responsible for atrocities
during the brutal 1992-95 conflict.

The tribunal detention unit took custody
of Gen. Rasim Delic, 56, the former com-
mander of the Musli Bosnian

S DENIED-

er Tony Blair. The group has

teers who allegedly murdered, beheaded,
tortured and raped Bosnian Croat civilian
prisoners.

Hours later, Gen. Radivoj Miletic turned
himself in to tribunal authorities for trial on
charges related to the deaths of more than
7,000 Bosnian Muslim civilians in July 1995
at Srebrenica.

Crude oil prices: Crude prices edged up
Monday, extending their recent rise above
$51 a barrel amid concerns about continu-
ing cold weather in the U.S. Northeast and
the possibility that OPEC will cut produc-
tion in March.

Qatar’s Oil Minister Abdullah bin Hamad
said Sunday that the Organization of Petro-
leum Exporting Countries might “cut sup-
ply to stop inventories from building” on
March 16 when OPEC members gather in
Iran.

Tsunami damage: Britain’s Prince
Charles told tsunami survivors in Sri Lanka
on Monday he was saddened by their loss
as the United Nations said its five-year plan
for Asia’s reconstruction from the disaster
was nearing completion.

Charles, who arrived by helicopter in the
Batticaloa region, said he was “terribly
upset” by the devastation from the tsunami
that killed more than 31,000 people in the
former British colony.

Army in charge of foreign Islamic volun-

Stories and photo from The Associated Press

Correction

A story in Saturday’s editions contained incorrect information.
The parent organization of MilitaryPetsFOSTER Project, NetPe-
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RAF Hythe is not just for boats anymore

Battalion repairs and refurbishes geometers, vehicles for troops in Iraq, Afghanistan

BY RON JENSEN
Stars and Stripes

HYTHE, England — Genera-
tors that supply power to troops
in Iraq are being repaired, refur-
bished and repainted at a lit-
tle-known Army base on En-
gland’s south coast.

Members of the Combat Equip-
ment Battalion-Hythe at RAF
Hythe have added the task to
their normal mission of maintain-
ing the Army’s fleet of watercraﬁ.

“It’s really totally new to us,”
said Sam Lawson, the project
manager, during an_interview
with Stars and Stripes in the reno-
vated flying boat hangar that con-
tains his shop.

He said the first generators ar-
rived Dec. 8 and can now be re-
turned to Irag. More are waltmg
for repair and more are in the
pipeline.

“We just basically said, ‘Look at
all this maintenance ability we
have. What else can we do for the
Army?'” said Lt. Col. Martin Bind-

RON JENSEN/Stars and Stripes.

Clyde Kimber, an employee of the U.S. Army’s Combat Equipment Battalion-Hythe at RAF Hythe, England,

paints a repaired generator ready for shipment to Iraq for use by troops.

Chris Glll the battalion’s plans
and officer, said the

er, battalion

He was speaking with Stars
and Stripes by telephone from Af-
ghanistan, where he and a team
from RAF Hythe are making
preparations to add armor to vehi-
cles for the Southern European
Task Force from Vicenza, Italy,
which will soon arrive in Afghani-
stan.

Army moved to the base near
Southhampton in 1967 when
American forces were booted out
of France by Charles de Gaulle.
“It slowly evolved from a stor-
age base to a maintenance base,”
he said. “Had you come two years
ago, yowd have probably found

The Combat Equipment Battal-
ion-Hythe is responsible for two
far-flung locations where the
Army bases watercraft. Yokoha-
‘ma North Dock in Japan and Ku-
wait Naval Base in Kuwait both
have more than 30 boats, includ-
ing landing craft and tugs.

‘When those boats need repair
or renovation, the work is done at

soldiers — Binder and Chief War-
rant Officer 5 Cassandra Young
— one American civilian and 200
British employees are on duty.

Employed at the base are weld-
ers, riggers, shipwrights, electri-
cians and anyone else who might
be handy when the job is to repair
or renovate vessels capable of car-
rying tanks or trucks.

pair facility the Army’s got,” Gill
said.

The battalion is part of the
Army Materiel Command and is
directly commanded by the Army
Field Support Brigade-Europe at
Seckenheim, Germany.

Other  battalions  maintain
equipment at Bettembourg, Lux-
embourg, and Livorno, Italy.

There is none of the usual
American support for Binder,
Young and Tom Ferguson, a re-
tired warrant officer and the civil-
ian executive assistant. Ferguson
said the nearest American facili-
ties are at RAF Fairford, about 85
miles away.

But the mission is unique,
which makes up for any hard-
ships, he said.

“It’s just one constant work-
load,” he said. “It just keeps going
and going.”

The base was busy maintaining
the boats, but the additional task
of the generators really keeps the
place hopping. Lawson said, how-
ever, no one is complaining about
the new duty.

“It is important for the guys on
the ground, the soldiers, to have
reliable equipment,” he said.
“That’s what it’s about at the end
of the day.”

E-mail Ron Jensen at:

20 to 30 boats here.”

RAF Hythe, where two American

“We are the only

re- j il.estri d.mil

NATO sub
exercise set
to kick off
near Sicily

Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — NATO’s
annual anti-submarine exer-
cise Noble Marlin kicks off
Thursday in the Ionian Sea
southeast of Sicily.

The exercise, known as Dog-
fish in previous years, will run
through Marcl

Six submnnes, 10 mari-
time patrol aircraft and 16 sur-
face ships will take part in
Noble Marlin, which the alli-
ance is billing as “the world’s
largest anti-submarine war-
fare exercise.”

The exercise will be run
from C Subma-

Wheeler assumes command of USS Whitney

BY JASON CHUDY
Stars and Stripes

GAETA, Ttaly — Capt. C. Ladd Wheeler re-
lieved Capt. Christopher M. Wode as com-
mander of the 6th Fleet flagship USS Mount
Whitney during a formal ceremony Friday.

The ship had just assumed duties as the flag-
ship during another ceremony a few hours ear-
lier, taking over from the
USS La Salle, which will
be decommissioned.

The Mount Whitney ar-
rived in its new home-
port of Gaeta on Feb. 1
from Norfolk, Va., where
it served as the 2nd Fleet
flagship until late last
year.

The Mount Whitney is
one of the Navy’s most un-
usual warships.

Its status is that of an

Wheeler

rines Allied Naval Forces and
Commander, Maritime Air,

both based in Naples.
U.S. forces include aircraft
from the Sigonella, Sici-

ly-based Patrol Squadron Five
and staff assigned to the two
Naples-based headquarters.

Noble Marlin includes forc-
es from 10 NATO nations, rang-
ing from Turkey to Canada.

According to an alliance
press release, the exercise is
desxgned to keep forces profi-
cient in coordinated anti-sub-
marine, anti-surface and coast-
al surveillance operations.

duty Navy vessel, retaining its “USS”
deslgnatmn, but it also falls under the Military
Sealift Command with a civilian crew for
many of its day-to-day operations.

The civilian portion of the Whitney has an
officer in charge, who is Chief Mate William
McCarthy.

The Mount Whitney carries a military crew
of about 170 and another 140 civilian mari-
ners.

Though this is the first time the Mount Whit-
ney has called Gaeta home, it’s not the first
time it has served as the fleet flagship. While
the La Salle was in the shipyard in 1999, the
Mount Whitney took over the role temporarily.

E-mail Jason Chudy at:
 Jason Chud) il

USS La Salle, left, and the USS Mount Whitney in Gaeta, Italy.
Determining the USS Whitney’s status

The USS Mount Whitney sails in the
‘unique role of being the only commissioned
Navy ship to fall under the Military Sealift
Command while still carrying the ac-
tive-Navy “USS” designation.

MSC ships traditionally carry United
States Naval Ship designations, while Navy
ships carry the USS — United States Ship —
designation.

Another Navy ship, the 3rd Fleet flagship
USNS Coronado, was in a similar position. It
‘was decommissioned from active Navy ser-
vice for the second time last week and hand-
ed back to the sealift command. It had been
under MSC between late 2003 and early
2004 before being recommissioned to serve

JASON CHUDY/Stars and Stripes

as the temporary 7th Fleet flagship in Yoko-
suka, Japan.

The determination to make the Mount
Whitney an MSC vessel while retaining its
Navy designation was based on lessons
taken from the Coronado, explained Vice
Adm. H.G. Ulrich III, 6th Fleet commander.

The ship also is unusual in that it is only
one of two designed from the keel up as a

flagship, the other being the 7th Fleet flag-
ship, USS Blue Ridge.

The Mount Whitney’s predecessor, USS
La Salle, was designed as an amphibious
dock landing ship and later converted to a
flagship.

— Jason Chudy
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Panel clears 1st ID soldier of unlawful sex

BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

WURZBURG, Germany — A
court-martial  panel  Friday
cleared a married 1st Infantry Di-
vision soldier of unlawful sex
with a minor although he acknowl-
edged fathering the German teen-
ager’s child.

Sgt. Harry F. Winchester III,
25, of the 1st Battalion, 26th Infan-
try Regiment, had earlier plead-
ed guilty to a charge of adultery,
according to a statement from the

Army’s  F v

Corps. But a military Judge dis-
missed a charge of sodomy, and
the panel of three officers and
four enlisted soldiers — including
four men and three women —
found him innocent of carnal
knowledge.

David Court, the soldier’s civil-
ian defense attorney, said Win-
chester’s friend, Spe. Stephen Var-
ney, testified that the two soldiers
had met the girl outside a bar in
Bad Kissingen in September
2003. Court said Varney testified

that began a sexual re-
lationship with the girl with her
parents’ knowledge and that the
girl said at the time she was 17.
Court said they broke up in Feb-
ruary 2004 after the girl told Win-
chester she was pregnant and
wouldn’t get an abortion as he sug-
gested. The soldier stayed behind
while the 1-26 Infantry deployed
to Iraq as rumors about the rela-
tionship surfaced among resi-
dents of the Bad Kissingen hous-
ing area, where Winchester lives
with his wife. In July, he finally

joined his unit in Iraq.

The girl, who later said she was
14 at the time, gave birth to a
baby girl in October, Court sai
and a DNA test indicated Win-
chester was the father. His unit
returned him to Germany in No-
vember to face charges, and he
agreed to make child-support pay-
ments.

The girl testified last Novem-
ber at an Article 32 investigative
hearing but refused to testify at
last week’s court-martial. So the
judge, Lt. Col. Robin Hall, al-

lowed the co-prosecutors, Capts.
Jonathan Larcomb and Zahid
Quraishi, to read her earlier testi-
‘mony to the panel.

Court and his co-counsel, Capt.
Clint Campion, argued Winches-
ter didn’t know she was under 16,
the age of sexual consent under
military law. The panel sen-
tenced Winchester to restriction
for 60 days and hard labor for 90
days, fined him $8,400, and or-
dered him reprimanded and re-
duced to the lmvesl enlisted rank.
E-mail S
Teowars@man sstipes osa.mil

Preparing for Afghanistan by training in ‘Braggistan’

Above: Spc. Curtis
Jackson, of Headquarters
Battery, 3rd Bat
319th Field Artillery
Regiment, mans a
machine gun in a convoy
during the “Braggistan”
training Friday at Fort
Bragg, N.C. The activity is
part of a training exercise
at Fort Bragg, which will
send more than 3,000
paratroopers from the
82nd Airborne Division’s
1st Brigade Combat Team
to Afghanistan in the
spring.
Right: Capt. Alan
McKewan, left, a civil
affairs officer, and
translator Abdul M.
Hussain, approach the
mock Afghan village to
deliver humanitarian aid
during the exercise.

AP photos
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Report: AF wasted
$1 million on faulty
chemical detectors

The Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — A De-
fense Department report says the
Air Force wasted $1 million on un-
reliable  hand-held ~ chemical
agent detectors that could have
put at risk any airmen who de-
pended on the equipment, a local
newspaper reported Sunday.

Air Force offi-
cials may have vi-
olated federal The P
laws and military
rules when they
bought 100 com-
mercial versions
of the detectors

entagon

has ordered the
Air Foree to

stop using the

began developing a hand-held
chemical arms detector after the
first Iraq war, and British Aero-
space Systems was chosen as the
contractor for a “joint chemical
agent detector” or JCAD. After
the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks, that company began mar-
keting a commercial version
called the JCAD ChemSentry.
The inspector
general  report
says Air Force
Central Command
overseeing  the
Middle East erro-
neously felt the

Mo STHE 100 detectors B v
ﬂ?ggleers " Etah; that were 3&21?55@“&‘;?“;
g]};itlshe ﬁ::l‘ff:'cg purchased and ﬁ‘:ﬁiﬁ; {xe‘g]r}g(;%
trers oS to send them {0 Program Office

tors did not work
well in hot areas
or under battle
conditions,  the
Deseret Morning
News reported.

Moreover, offi-
cials did not wait
for other necessary tests, includ-
ing some at Utah’s Dugway Prov-
ing Ground, according to a De-
fense Department Inspector Gen-
eral report the newspaper ob-
tained through a Freedom of In-
formation Act request. The Penta-
gon has ordered the Air Force to
stop using the 100 detectors that
were purchased and to send them
to military testers who are work-
ing to improve them.

The documents say the military

military
testers who are
working to
improve them.

bought 100 of the
commercial detec-
tors. The report
says that agency
knew the detec-
tors did not meet
its requirements,
based on the manu-
facturer’s own test-
ing, but thought they worked well
enough to be of use.

‘When a request for more units
was submitted, the Pentagon said
it would allow the purchase only
if tests proved the JCAD was bet-
ter than existing detectors.

The tests found that, among
many problems, the detectors did
not perform well enough in identi-
fying when chemical agents were
present, the report says.

International efforts restricting Navy’s use of sonar opposed by U.S.

BY MARC KAUFMAN
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Bush
administration is strongly oppos-
ing international efforts to re-
strict the Navy’s use of active
sonar anywhere in the world, put-
ting it at odds with European al-
lies and several key ocean-protec-

tion organizations.

While allies have become in-
creasingly concerned about re-
search indicating a link between
the mass strandings of whales
and nearby naval use of sonar,
the new U.S. position, being final-
ized last week, puts national secu-
rity first.

“The U.S. strongly opposes any

international regulatory frame-
work addressing military use of
active sonar because of the poten-
tial to restrict the ability of indi-
vidual States to balance the rele-
vant security and environmental
interests,” the new policy reads.
The new posmon is described
as a ensus”  agreement
among govemmem agencies, but

it touched off a contentious inter-
nal debate — one primarily be-
tween military officials who say
unrestricted sonar is needed to
train sailors and protect ships,
and wildlife specialists who be-
lieve the sonar may be killing
whales and other marine mam-
mals with its loud bursts of sound.

While an initial Pentagon and

Navy draft was four pages long
and itemized, in sometimes harsh
terms, the service’s views on why
international sonar regulations
are dangerous, the final draft is
more restrained. But the major
recommendation remains what
the Navy initially proposed: that
any efforts to limit the global use
of sonar through international ne-
gotiations should be resisted.
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Car bomb kills 115
outside clinic in Iraq

Attack is deadliest since 2003 invasion

BY ALI AL-FATLAWI
The Associated Press

HILLAH, Iraq — A suicide car bomber
blew himself up next to dozens of police
and national guard recruits Monday as
they lined up outside a medical clinic south
of Baghdad, killing at least 115 people and
wounding 132 — the single deadliest attack
since the fall of Saddam Hussein.

Torn limbs, feet and other body parts lit-
tered the street outside the medical clinic
in Hillah, about 60 miles south of Baghdad.

Maj. Gen. Osman Ali, an Iraqi National
Guard commander in Hillah, put the toll at
115 dead and 132 wounded. A health offi-
cial in Babil province said the death toll
could rise.

At the hospital,

on Aug. 29, 2003, when a car bomb explod-
ed outside a mosque in Najaf, killing more
than 85 people, including Shiite leader Aya-
tollah Mohammed Bagir al-Hakim.

The attack in Hillah, with a majority Shi-
ite population, came as the clergy-backed
United Iragi Alliance sought the support of
other parties to form Iraq’s first-ever demo-
cratically elected government.

Insurgents have stepped up their attacks
against predominantly Shiite targets in re-
cent weeks. A series of suicide bombings
and other attacks left nearly 100 people
day over the two-day Ashoura commemora-
tion that began on Feb. 18.

Following a funeral procession in Hillah,
many of the dead will be taken to Najaf for
burial.

Hillah is located

&k 7 was the last person in
line when the explosion

morgue workers un-
loaded plastic body
bags from pickup

called “triangle of Monday. A sui

just below the so People gather near a wrecked car at the scene of a suicide car bombing in Hillah, Irag, on
e car bomber detonated explosives amid a crowd of people about 60
death,” the mixed miles south of Baghdad on Monday, killing at least 115 people, police and witnesses said.

trucks as weeping
relatives looked on.

Babil province po-
lice  headquarters
said in an announce-
ment that “several
people” were arrest-
ed in connection
with the blast. It did
not elaborate.

The blast came a day after Iraq an-
nounced the capture of a key insurgent
leader in neighboring byna It was the
deadliest single attack since the insurgen-
cy began nearly two years ago.

The second deadliest attack took place

took place. Suddenly
there was panic and
many frightened people
stepped on me. ¥

Sunni-Shiite region
south of the capital
that has earned the
nickname owing to
the frequency of in-
surgent bombing.
The 9:30 a.m. blast
outside the medical
clinic was so power-
ful it nearly vapor-
ized the suicide bomber’s car, leaving only
its engine partially intact. The injured
were piled into pickup trucks and ambu-
lances and taken to nearby hospitals.
Outside the concrete and brick building,
people gingerly walked around small lakes

Muhsin Hadi
Police recruit

of blood that pooled on the street. Scorch
marks infused with blood covered the clin-
ic’s walls and dozens of people helped pile
body parts, including arms, feet and limbs,
into blankets. Piles of shoes and tattered
clothes were thrown into a corner.

Angry crowds gathered outside the hospi-
tal chanting “Allah Akbar,” Arabic for
“God is great,” and demanded to know the
fate of their relatives.

The director of Hillah General Hospital,
Dia Mohammed, said most of the victims
were recruits waiting to take physicals as
part of the application process to join the
Iraqi police and National Guard.

“I was lucky because I was the last per-
son in line when the explosion took place.
Suddenly there was panic and many fright-
ened people stepped on me. I lost con-
sciousness and the next thing I was aware
of was being in the hospital,” said Muhsin
Hadi, 29, a recruit. One of his legs was bro-
ken in the blast.

In Baghdad, the U.S. military said Mon-
day it was investigating the death of a U.S.
soldier who was shot dead manning a traf-
fic checkpoint in the capital a day earlier.

Another U.S. soldier was kllled Monday
i , 155 miles
north of the capital, the mlhtary said.

AFN Open Line

March 2nd - Make sure you know about all the
Veteran's benefits you're entitled to!
Tune into Power Network radioto talktoa
VA overseas representative.

Call with your questions:
DSN 389-4590 or CIV +49 (0) 621 46085- 590

oremail: openline@afneurope.net

Deadly attacks

A suicide car bomber blasted
a crowd of police and National
Guard recruits Monday outside
a medical clinic in Hillah, south
of Baghdad, killing 115 people
and wounding 132 in the single
deadliest attack in the two-year
insurgency.

Here are some of the other
deadly attacks in Iraq:

W Feb. 18, 2005: Two suicide
bombers attack two mosques,
leaving 28 people dead.

W Feb. 8, 2005: A suicide
bomber blows himself up in the
middle of a crowd of army re-
cruits, killing 21 people.

W Dec. 19, 2004: Car bombs
tear through a Naaf funeral pro-
cession and Karbala’s main bus
station, killing at least 60 people
and wounding more than 120 in
ite holy cities.

W Sept. 30, 2004: A series of
bombs in Baghdad’s al-Amel
neighborhood kill 35 children
and seven adults.

W Sept. 14, 2004: A car bomb
rips through a busy market near
a Baghdad police headquarters
where Iragis were waiting to
apply for jobs, and gunmen
open fire on a van carrying po-
lice home from work in Baqou-
ba, killing at least 59 people
total and wounding at least 114.

W July 29, 2004: A suicide car
bomb devastates a busy street
in Bagouba, killing 70 people.

W April 21, 2004: Five blasts
near police stations and police
academy in southern city of
Basra kill at least 55 people.

W March 2, 2004: Coordinated
blasts from suicide bombers,
mortars and planted explosives
strike Shiite Muslim shrines in
Karbala and Baghdad, killing at
least 181 and wounding 573.

W Feb. 11, 2004: Suicide at-
tacker blows up a car packed
with explosives in a crowd of Ira-
qgis waiting outside an army re-
cruiting center in Baghdad, kill-
ing 47 people.

W Feb. 10, 2004: Suicide bomb-
er explodes a truckload of explo-
sives outside a police station in
Iskandariyah, killing 53 people.

W Feb. 1, 2004: Suicide bomb-
ers kill 109 people in two Kurdi-
sh party offices in Irbil.

W Oct. 27, 2003: Four suicide
bombings target International
Red Cross headquarters and
four Iraqi police stations in Bagh-
dad, killing 40 people, mostly Ira-
qis.

W Aug. 29, 2003: A car bomb
explodes outside mosque in
Najaf, killing more than 85 peo-
ple, including Shiite leader Aya-
tollah  Mohammed Bagqir
al-Hakim. Although officials
never gave a final death toll,
there were suspicions that it
may have been higher.

— The Associated Press
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Alaska unit deploys from snow to sand

Spc. Brandon
Anderson pre-
pares an anchor
plate to be
secured flush to
the ground as
part of his unit's
construction of
a large area
maintenance
shelter along
the helicopter
runway at Logis-
tics Support
Area Anaconda
in Balad, Iraq.
Anderson is a
member of the
4th Battalion,
123rd Aviation
Regiment from
Fort Wain-
wright, Alaska.
The 4-123rd is
the first unit to
deploy en
masse from
Fort Wain-
wright, located
near Fairbanks,
since World
War Il

CHARLIE COON
Stars and Stripes

BY CHARLIE COON
Stars and Stripes

LOGISTICS SUPPORT AREA
ANACONDA, IRAQ — They left
the endless Alaska winter for the
sunburn of an Iraqi airstrip.

The soldiers of 4th Battalion,
123rd Aviation Regiment, are cur-
rently building their workplace, a
200,000-square-foot maintenance
shelter. After that, the soldiers
will go about their business of
tearing apart and putting togeth-
er helicopters.

“We came to the desert to show
them how to do aircraft mainte-
nance,” said Staff Sgt. Joel Greene,
one of 115 members of Company
C, part of the first large unit to de-
ploy from Fort Wainwright, Alas-
ka, since World War II.

For about a week the soldiers
have been clearing equipment
and leveling an area next to the
helicopter landing zone at Logis-
tics Support Area Anaconda in
Balad. The shelter they are build-
ing will be big enough to break
down a CH-47 Chinook transport

through it, asked some people
their experience with it, and put it
up,” 1st Sgt. Jason Werner said.

“So sometimes you have to
work outside your box, outside
your expertise,” said Capt. Steven
Injasoulian, a Michigan Army Na-
tional Guardsman borrowed from
another unit down the flight line
to help supervise.

The trip from Fort Wainwright,
near Fairbanks, halfway up Alas-
ka’s west coast, took from two to
five days dependmg on each par-
ticular trip. The soldiers said it
was 50 degrees below zero when
they left Alaska.

“We had 4 feet [of snnw] inmy
front yard when I left” Sgt.
Travis Ceniti said.

Some of the battalion traveled
from Alaska to New York, then to
Ireland and Kuwait; others went
through South Carolina and Ger-
many.

Two of the battalion’s four com-
panies stayed in Kuwait at Camp
Udari; the other two — Company C
to fix helicopters and Company B
to fly them — came north to Balad.
Their as transport-

and do the necessary
work on its sheet metal, rotor, hy-
draulics and so on.

Building the shelter was a what-
ever-it-takes assignment. The com-
pany didn’t want to wait for a con-
tractor to be found to do the job.

“We took the book and went

ed south by train to Anchorage,
then by ship to Kuwait. The truck-
loads and shop sets that Company
Cneeded to do its helicopter work
were transported by convoy from
Kuwait north into Iraq.

E-mail Charlie Coon at:
coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

U.S. deaths in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Sunday, at least 1,495 members of the
U.S. military have died since the beginning of
the Iraq war in March 2003, according to an As-
sociated Press count. At least 1,130 died as a re-
sult of hostile action, according to the Defense
Department.

The figures include four military civilians.

The AP count is 15 higher than the Defense
Department’s tally, last updated at 10 a.m. EST
Friday.

The British military has reported 86 deaths;
Italy, 20; Ukraine, 18; Poland, 17; Spain, 11;
Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia, three; Estonia, Thai-
land and the Netherlands, two each; and Den-
mark, El Salvador, Hungary, Latvia and Kaza-
khstan one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President Bush de-
clared that major combat operations in Iraq
had ended, 1,357 U.S. military members have
died, according to AP’s count. That includes at
least 1,021 deaths resulting from hostile action,
according to the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by the military:

W Two soldiers were killed Sunday in a road-
side ambush southwest of Baghdad.

W A Marine was killed in action Saturday in
Babil province, Irag.

The latest identifications reported by the mil-
itary:

W Army Spe. Jason L. Moski, 24, Blackville,
S.C, and Army Pfc. Colby M. Farnan, 22,
Weston, Mo; killed Friday when an explosive
detonated near their patrol in Taji, Iraq; as-
signed to the 4th Battalion, 1st Field Artillery,
Fort Riley, Kan.

W Army Spc. Adam N. Brewer, 22, Dewey,
OKla,; killed Friday when an explosive detonat-
ed near his patrol in Taji, Iraq; assigned to the
2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment, Fort
Hood, Texas.

5 Saddam loyalists referred
to trial by special tribunal

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Five former members of
Saddam Hussein’s regime — including one
of his half brothers — will go on trial for
crimes against humanity allegedly commit-
ted in retaliation for a failed attempt to kill
the former dictator, a special tribunal said
Monday.

The announcement marked the first time
the special court has issued referrals, simi-
lar to indictments, the final step before tri-
als can start.

No date was given. Due to a mandatory
waiting period, at least 45 days must pass
from Monday’s referral before a trial can
begin.

The five include Barzan Ibrahim al-Has-
san al-Tikriti, one of Saddam’s half broth-
ers, and former vice president Taha Yassin
Ramadan. The three others were senior
Baath Party members.

The five officials are facing charges of
crimes against humanity for their alleged
involvement in a crackdown in Dujail, 50
miles north of Baghdad, that was organized
in retaliation for a failed 1982 assassination

attempt against Saddam.

At least 50 Iragis were allegedly execut-
ed in the Shiite town.

“The detainees of this case are also
cused of other crimes still being investigat-
ed,” the tribunal said in a statement.

The referrals were the first of many ex-
pected to be issued in coming weeks, in-
cluding one against Saddam’s notorious
cousin Ali Hassan al-Majid, better known
as “Chemical Ali.” In December, investiga-
tive judges summoned al-Majid for
closed-door preliminary hearings for his

Abdullah Kadam Roweed al-Musheikhi, a
local Baath official in the Iraqi northern
village of Duiail, arrives Monday at the Court
of Investigation in this photo released by the
Iraqi Special Tribunal.

role in poison gas attacks against Iraq’s
Kurdish minority.

The three others on trial were identified
as Awad Hamad al-Bander Al-S’adun, a
former chief judge of the Revolutionary
Court, Abdullah Kadam Roweed al-Mush-
eikhi, and his son, Mizher Roweed al-Mush-
eikhi. The latter two were local Baath offi-
cials in Dujail.

Handover
indicates
Syria may
be bowing
to pressure

BY SALAH NASRAWI
The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt — Syria,
long blamed for Middle East
mayhem, seems to be bow-
ing to U.S.-led international
pressure to shed its image as
a sponsor of regional instabil-

Iraql authorities say Syria
— accused among other
things of aiding anti-Israeli
extremists and fanning the
insurgency in Iraq — hand-
ed over Saddam Hussein’s
feared half brother, Sabawi
Ibrahim al-Hassan.

The decision came as an
apparent goodwill gesture to
ease tensions with the Unit-
ed States, which has demand-
ed Damascus stop aiding
Mideast militants and with-
draw its 15,000 soldiers from
neighboring Lebanon.

The handover of al-Has-
san, who was No. 36 on the
list of 55 most-wanted Iraqgis
compiled by U.S. authorities
after the ouster of Saddam in
April 2003, follows two re-
cent deadly bombings in the
Middle East that have esca-
lated regional tensions and
led some to point to possible
Syrian involvement.

The Feb. 14 bomb that
killed former Lebanese pre-
mier Rafik Hariri and 16 oth-
ers in Beirut set off huge pro-
tests by Lebanese who
blamed Syria and Lebanon’s
pro-Damascus ~ government
for the attack.

Responsibility for Friday’s
suicide bombing of a Tel
Aviv nightclub that killed
four Israelis was claimed by
Islamic Jihad, a Palestinian
militant group that has some
officials based in Syria.

Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon on Sunday
charged that Syria was be-
hind the suicide bombing,
saying Islamic Jihad carried
out the bombing on orders
from its leaders in that coun-

try.

Israel did not immediately
threaten retaliation, but the
pOSSlblllty ‘was clear, consid-
ering Israeli warplanes
bombed an Islamic Jihad
base in Syria in 2003 after a
suicide bombing at a restau-
rant in Haifa that killed 19
people.

Syria has denied involve-
ment in the Hariri and Tel
Aviv bombings, but al-Has-
san’s handover and apparent
improvements in Syrian safe-
guards on its long, porous
border with Iraq indicate
that embattled Synan Presi-
dent Bashar Assad is show-
mg s]gns of complying with
increasing demands to sup-
port U.S.-backed efforts to
stabilize the volatile Middle
East.




Tuesday, March 1, 2005

STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 7

BOVE 3rd Brigade Combat Team, st Infaniry Bivision soldiers
confim focations of hulldings to be searched in Mufrek, Ireq during
Oparation Ceataur Showdown on Foh. & The operation was conducted
‘with Iragi policemen and soldiers working alngside each other
searching for unregistered weapens and illegal bomb-making
materials

Spl. Matthew Azasta, ULS, rmy
BELOW An ex-police officer shows Sgt. Faaaoga B. Ena his
axpired palice identification

Duane Brown, US. Army

RIGHT Iraqis load alection ballots onta  truck heading to raqi
polling sites Jan. 29 in Kirkuk, Irag. About 583,000 Iragis were
registered to vote in the Kirkuk provinca for Iraq's first democratic
elections on Jan. 30,

Sgt Sean Kimmons, US. Army
'BELOW RIGHT Staff St Luis Parra with Company 8, 15t
Baitalion, 2 st Infaniry spreads out a weapoas cacha found by
Iraqi police during a traffic control point Jan. 28 in Kirkuk, irsq,

Sean Kimmeas, US, Army
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Vatican says pope’s condition improving

BY VICTOR L. SIMPSON
The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Pope John
Paul II has started therapy to im-
prove his breathing and speaking,
and he is eating regularly and
spending some time in an arm-
chair, the Vatican said Monday.

The Holy See gave no hint of
when the 84-year-old pope would
leave Rome’s Gemelli Polyclinic,
an indication that doctors see the
need for an extended stay.

“The Holy Father’s postopera-
tive phase is taking place without
complications. His general condi-
tion and biological parameters
continue to be good,” the Vatican
communique said. “The Holy Fa-
ther is eating regularly, spends
some hours in an armchair and
has begun exercises to rehabili-
tate breathing and phonation.”

The therapy is aimed at improv-
ing the pope’s breathing and abili-
ty to speak after last week’s sur-
gery to insert a tube in his throat
to ease his second respiratory cri-
sis in less than a month.

One day after the pope sur-
prised the faithful with a brief ap-

pearance in a hospital window,
the Vatican handed out the brief
medical update to reporters, and
papal spokesman Joaquin Navar-
ro-Valls was not present to offer
any elaboration. It said it would
not issue another update until
Thursday.

Marco Verzaschi, a_regional
health commissioner, visited the
hospital Monday and met with
the pope’s medical team, includ-
ing papal physician Dr. Rodolfo
Proietti.

“I'm much more optimistic
now, after having spoken to the
doctors, than when I came,” Verz-
aschi said. “With the pope’s great
stamina and strength, he is over-
con}mg even this very difficult
trial”

The pope spent 10 days in the
hospital last month with breath-
ing problems that stemmed from
the flu. His relapse led some to
question whether he had been re-
leased too soon.

“Please, let’s not let him get out
of the hospital too quickly,” said
Vatican-based Mexican Cardinal
Javier Lozano Jose Barragan,
quoted by La Repubblica newspa-
per.

BY BRIAN MURPHY
The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — During a
trip to Austria nearly seven
years ago, Pope John Paul II
shuffled slowly through a center
for the chronically ill. He leaned
heavily on his cane as he spoke
to the staff.

“Even in the frailty of the last
hour,” the pontiff said at 1he Ren-
nweg Hospice in
“human life is never meamng-
less or useless.”

His address in June of 1998
went largely unnoticed.

But = the
84-year-old pontiff conﬁned toa
hospital room and facing
post-surgery speech therapy —
his past encyclicals, letters and
‘messages on the sick and suffer-
ing resonate with new meaning.

They offer possible insights
into how the pontiff is approach-

John Paul’s views clear on illnesses

ing his current trials and what
he considers morally appropri-
ate if his condition deteriorates.
Bit by bit over his 26-year pa-
pacy, John Paul has built a rich
body of reference about the final
stages of life. Its pillars include
categorical rejection of euthana-
sia, insistence on treatments that
help people bear ailments with
dignity an of re-

ars that helps shape papal pro-
nouncements. The pontiff inter-
spersed fresh comments with ref-
erences to an important 1980
declaration by the Congregation
for the Doctrine of Faith, the Vat-
ican’s theological guardians.

The pope said it was accept-
able, when death was imminent,
to halt “forms of treatment that
wuuld only secure a precarious

of

search to enhance and prolong
human life.”

But some gray areas remain.
There’s room in the pope’s view
to refuse some forms of aggres-
slve medical intervention for ter-

ly ill patients and avoid
painklllers that induce uncon-
sciousness.

Some of the pope’s most com-
prehensive statements on sick-
ness and mortality came in a
1985 address to the Pontifical
Academy of Sciences, an adviso-
ry body of researchers and schol-

llfe " The pope has not given spe-
cific examples, but it’s thought
to include such measures as ex-
perimental transplants and con-
tinuing chemotherapy against
terminal cancer.

The pope noted, however, that
“normal care” such as feeding
and hydration can never be
stopped.

“Even when the sick are incur-
able they are never untreat-
able,” the pope said 20 years
ago. “Whatever their condition,
appropriate care should be pro-
vided for them.”

Protesters wave Lebanese flags Monday in Beirut, Lebanon. About
25,000 people defied a protest ban and demonstrated, calling for
Syria to withdraw its army from Lebanon.

Lebanon’s pro-Syrian
government resigns

BY BASSEM MROUE
The Associated Press

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Drawing
enormous cheers from 25,000
demonstrators, Lebanese Prime
Minister Omar Karami’s pro-Syri-
an government resigned Monday,
two weeks after the assassination
of his predecessor triggered huge
protests and calls for Syria to
withdraw thousands of troops.

President Emile Lahoud — a ju-
bilant opposition’s newest target
— quickly accepted the resigna-
tion and asked Karami to contin-
ue in a caretaker capacity, a presi-
dential statement said.

The resignation was a huge victo-
ry for the opposition and the most
dramatic moment yet in the series
of protests and political maneu-
vers that have shaken Lebanon
and its Syrian-backed government
since the assassination of former
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.

“I am keen that the govern-

ment will not be a hurdle in front
of those who want the good for
this country. I declare the resigna-
tion of the government that I had
the honor to head. May God pre-
serve Lebanon,” Karami said in
remarks heard through loud-
speakers by cheering throngs.

In the United States, the White
House praised the resignation,
saying it opens the door for new
elections there that are “free of
all foreign interference” from
neighboring Syria.

In Beirut, opponents drove
around the city, honking in joy.

‘While Karami’s Cabinet contin-
ues as a caretaker government,
the president consults with parlia-
ment then appoints a new prime
minister. That person consults
parliamentary blocs to form a
Cabinet, which must withstand a
parliamentary vote of confidence.

“Today the government fell. To-
morrow, it’s the one huddled in

Anjar,” opposition leader Elias
Atallah told the crowd to cheers.

Would-be

BY ROBERT BARR
The Associated Press

LONDON — A British man ac-
cused of conspiring  with
shoe-bomber Richard Reid plead-
ed guilty Monday to conspiring to
blow up a U.S.-bound aircraft in
2001, becoming the first person to
be convicted of a terrorist offense
in Britain since the Sept. 11, 2001,
attacks in the United States.

Sajid Badat, 25, from Glouces-
ter, England was charged with
conspiring with Reid, who was
convicted in the United States,
and with a Belgian to make the ex-
plosive device.

“It is clear the plan was that
Reid and Badat would bring
down a passenger aircraft at simi-
lar times in late December that
year,” prosecutor Richard Hor-
well said.

Badat pleaded guilty to conspir-
ing between January 1, 1999, and
November 28, 2003, to place a de-
vice on an aircraft in service.

Prosecutors said there was evi-
dence that Badat had lost his
nerve and withdrew from the
plot.

Reid was arrested after trying
to detonate the device aboard an
American Airlines flight from
Paris to Miami on Dec. 22, 2001.
He was sentenced to life in prison
after pleading guilty to charges in

bomber admits guilt

LONDO!

Monday.

Conservative Party.

on Monday.

Britian may allow house
arrest without a trial

The Associated Press

N — Controversial proposals for a new anti-terrorism
law, which would allow Britain to place suspects under house arrest
without the need for a trial, faced more debate in Parliament on

Prime Minister Tony Blair’s government wants new powers to
electronically tag British citizens and foreign nationals, or place
them under house arrest based on secret intelligence. Under the
proposed law, a government minister, acting on the advice of Brit-
ain’s spy agencies, would also have the power to impose curfews,
travel bans and bars on using telephones and the Internet.

Blair has defended the plan as “absolutely necessary” in protect-
ing Britain from terrorism. But opposition parties and civil rights
campaigners say such unprecedented powers would erode Britain’s
centuries-old judicial process and the right to a fair trial.

“I very much hope it is going to be possible to reach a compro-
mise on this,” said Michael Howard, leader of the main opposition

“Itis something which we ought to deal with by way of consensus.
I have made that clear from the word go,” Howard told BBC radio

the United States.

According to that indictment,
Badat “admitted that he was
asked to conduct a shoe bombing
like Reid” when he was arrested
in Britain last November. Bomb
components similar to Reid’s
were found at his home, the indict-
ment said.

Inayat Bunglawala, spokesman
for the Muslim Council of Britain,
warned Badat could expect no
sympathy from British Muslims
“because he has pleaded guilty to
involvement in a terror plot tar-
geting innocents.”

“If it had succeeded, lhla wuuld
have been a ghastly crime.”

Demonstrators killed in Haiti

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — Haitian police fired
at supporters of former President Jean-Bertrand
Aristide on Monday, marking the one-year anniver-
sary of a rebellion that ousted the democratically
elected leader. At least two people were killed.

Protesters charged a police roadblock in Bel Air,
a stronghold for Aristide militants where the anni-
versary protest began. The police fired tear gas,

then bullets.

People with eyes streaming from tear gas ran off

with one body and U.N. peacekeepers surrounded

claims.

the second, which lay in a pool of blood. About a
dozen were wounded.

Earlier, the crowd of some 2,000 had shouted slo-
gans against President Bush, whom Aristide blames
for his ouster on Feb. 29. U.S. officials deny the

“George Bush is the biggest terrorist!” the crowd
yelled before shots rang out.

From The Associated Press
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urrent regime easily ahead in Tajikistan vote

But some claim election fraud

BY BAGILA BUKHARBAYEVA
The Associated Press

DUSHANBE, Tajikistan — The
party of strongman President
Emomali Rakhmonov appeared
headed for an
easy victory Mon-
day amid allega-

Critics say

said opposition Islamic Renais-
sance Party leader Muhiddin Ka-
biri.

The Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe,
which sent about 150 observers,
said the elections
were _disappoint-
ing, saying author-

tions of amle Eg— President ities largely con-
ging and other n trolled the cam-
breaches ~ during Emomali paign and accus-
weekend parlia- 0’ ing officials of in-
rntary clicions Rakhmonov’s i it I
in the former Sovi- 2003 dependent media.
et republic. 5 ; Sunday’s elec-

The Central referendum tion pitted a fledg-
Election Commis- s ; ling  opposition
sion said Rakh.  gtving him the agagins[ pite party

monov’s National
Democratic Party
had won about 80
percent of the

right to seek of
re-election until

Rakhmonov,
whom critics ac-
cuse of stifling dis-

: . sent. They say his
vote, but it didnt 2020 threatens 1o MG
specify what per- N s such as a referen-
centage of the bal- the country’s dum in 2003 giv-
lots had been stability. ing him the right
counted. to seek re-election

All four opposi-
tion and one pro-government
party accused authorities of intim-
idating voters, allowing multiple
voting and ballot-box stuffing.
They demanded that the results
be reviewed and officials respon-
sible for violations be punished.

“It was complete falsification,”

until 2020 — threaten the coun-
try’s stability and hopes for democ-
racy.

Six parties contested 63 seats in
Parliament’s lower house, with 41
lawmakers being chosen directly.
The other 22 seats will be divided

AP

An elderly ethnic Russian woman holds a poster Monday reading “We want to know [the truth about elec-
tion]” as several people rally in the Kyrgyz capital, Bishkek.

Observers criticize Kyrgyzstan election

The Associated Press

BISHKEK, Kyrgyzstan — Kyrgyzstan’s parlia-
mentary elections fell short of international stan-
dards, though the balloting was more competitive
than in past votes, a joint election monitoring dele-
gation said Monday.

The _poll was “undermined by vote buying,

of interference wit

among parties at least
S percent.

medla and a worryingly low in judicial

candidates,” said Kimmo Kiljunen, head of the ob-
servers from the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope.

The observers, who also included European Par-
liament representatives, called on Kyrgyz authori-
ties to improve their performance in the second
round of elections, expected in two weeks, includ-
ing ending Lhe practice of canceling candidates’

and electoral institutions on the part of voters and

from accusing the op-
R Fr e ey

EU criticizes Russia’s lack of reform

Conference to tackle
Palestinian reforms

The Associated Press

LONDON — The international
community will pledge political and
financial support for the Palestinian
Authority at a global conference in
London on Tuesday, in return for re-
forms of a gov-
ernment  rid-
dled with cor-
ruption under
Yasser Arafat.

The meeting
is not the major
international
peace gathering
that Arafat’s suc-
cessor as Pales-

tinian  leader,
Mahmoud
Abbas Abbas,  had

spite the attendance of U.S. Secre-
tary of State Condoleezza Rice, U.N.
Secretary-General Kofi Annan and a
host of European and Arab foreign

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE!

ministers. Israel, importantly, is not
represented.

But British Foreign Secretary
Jack Straw said it was a “vital practi-
cal step” toward the moribund 2003
road map peace blueprint, which en-
visages the es-
tablishment of a
Palestinian
state and a se-
ries of steps in-
cluding the end
of fighting and
of Jewish settle-
ment activity.

“I think that
with luck tomor-
row, the confer-
ence will bring
arenewed focus
on the road
map. People want to look forward,
not back,” he said.

The conference reflects the im-
proved atmosphere in Israeli-Pal
tinian affairs since Arafat’s death.

The Associated Press

LUXEMBOURG — The European Union
pressed Russia Monday over concerns Moscow
is not working hard enough for democratic re-
forms that the EU views as crucial to generating
economic growth and investments.

EU External Relations Commissioner Benita
Ferrero-Waldner and EU security affairs chief
Javier Solana met with Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergei Lavrov for talks to further a broad co-
operation agreement.

“To reap the full potential of our relationship,
1 hope we will make substantial progress” in
four key areas, Ferrero-Waldner said ahead of
the meeting with Lavrov in Luxembourg, which
currently holds the EU’s rotating presidency.

The four areas cover economic issues, justice,
external security and cultural affairs, including
research and education. The EU and Russian
President Vladimir Putin hope to sign an overall
partnership accord May 10 in Moscow.

Ferrero-Waldner spoke of “an ambitious agen-
da” not just to increase economic cooperation,
but also to boost “efforts together to build securi-
ty for our citizens and in our immediate neigh-
borhood and forge new links in education and re-
search.”

The EU’s attempts to improve relations with
Russia often have involved struggle.
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Fishing boats part of tsunami aid

BRUSSELS, Belgium — European Union
nations on Monday agreed to send small fish-
ing boats taken out of commission in the 25
member nations to tsunami-hit areas of Asia
to help relaunch the fishing industry there.

EU fisheries ministers unanimously decid-
ed to send vessels between five and 20 years
old and under 39 feet long which are being
taken out of the EU fleet in an attempt to limit
overfishing, said an EU official, who asked
not to be identified.

More spending for poor nations

BRUSSELS, Belgium — The European
Union’s development aid chief said Monday
he is preparing plans to make sure the 25
member states increase spending for poor
countries.

Louis Michel is currently on a tour to prod
EU capitals to ensure the bloc meets its inter-
national commitments to get aid spending up
to 0.7 percent of gross national income by
2015.

From The Associated Press
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Watchdog agency focuses on Iran nukes

U.N. agency says Tehran received
‘extensive’ black-market research

BY GEORGE JAHN
The Associated Press

VIENNA, Austria — Iran re-
ceived “extensive” written infor-
mation from the nuclear black
market in the 1980s, the head of
the U.N. atomic watchdog agency
said Monday, reacting to reports
that the list contained all the
know-how required for weap-
ons-related enrichment technolo-

Mohamed ElBaradei, head of
the International Atomic Energy
Agency, was reacting to revela-
tions by diplomats that Tehran
had been approached by mem-
bers of the nuclear black market
network in the late 1980s with a
written offer to set up the basics
of the enrichment program.

Tehran has said it wants to use
uranium enrichment for the
peaceful purpose of power gener-
ation, but the practice can also be
used to make weapons.

A two-year agency investiga-
tion already had established that
Iran ran a ine nuclear

ten offer from the network of Pa-
Kistani scientist A. Q. Khan, Iran
“showed us for the first time the
offer they had, and that is good,”
ElBaradei said.

Despite its focus on the two
countries, the board meeting of
the International Atomic Energy
Agency is unlikely to take con-
crete action either on Iran or
North Korea. The main attempt
to deal with Iran has moved to an-
other forum, with France, Germa-
ny and Britain working to have
Tehran commit to scrapping ura-
nium enrichment, while the agen-
cy has no leverage at all in the
case of North Korea, which quit
the TAEA two years ago.

Still, with the two nations con-
sidered the greatest nuclear
threats, much of the meeting will
deal with ways of defusing con-
cerns. North Korea, which last
month announced that it had nu-
clear weapons, will be urged to re-
turn to six-nation talks meant to
defuse the threat, said diplomats
accredited to the agency on the
eve of Mnnday 's opening session.

The

program for nearly two decades.
Revealing details to The Associ-
ated Press during the weekend,
the diplomats, requesting ano-
nymity, said the new revelations
indicated Iran had been offered
full enrichment know-how earli-
er than previously believed. The
diplomats said that, in cooperat-
ing with an IAEA investigation,
Tran had turned over to the agen-
cy the initial written information
from the network and had
claimed to have refused offers of
technology specifically geared to-
ward making nuclear weapons.
“They indicated that they did
not take these people up on the en-
tirety of the offer,” ElBaradei
said, alluding to the Iranian
claim, adding, however, that the
agency still had to “make sure
that ... they only got what they
told us they got out of this offer.”
In giving the agency the writ-

also told The As-
sociated Press on condition of an-
onymity that Iran would be the
target of oblique criticism in the
board’s closed-door meetings,
with senior agency officials citing
some lack of cooperation with
IAEA officials.

‘Among the problems to be dis-
cussed are delays by Tehran in in-
forming the agency that it was
building tunnels in the central
city of Isfahan to house parts of
its now suspended uranium en-
nchmenl program, the diplomats

Menhon also would be made of
maintenance work on centrifuge
parts and pipes by Iran that possi-
bly violated the spirit of an agree-
ment with the three European
powers to totally freeze its enrich-
ment program while negotiations
were still ongoing. The Europe-
ans hope to persuade Iran to
scrap enrichment permanently.

DIRECTOR GENER

Mohamed EI-
Baredei, direc-
tor general of
the Internation-
al Atomic Ener-
gy Agency, and
chairwoman
Ingrid Noll from
Canada wait for
the start of the
IAEA’s 35-na-
tion board of
governors’
meeting on
Monday at
Vienna’s Interna-
tional Center. -

U.S. weighs incentives for Iran

WASHINGTON — In a potential strategy shift,
the Bush administration is considering joining Eu-
rope in offering Iran economic incentives in ex-
change for abandoning its nuclear fuel program,
the White House said Monday.

In the past, the administration had opposed any
rewards for Tehran's cooperation. But President
Bush is rethinking the issue after his trip last week
to Europe, suggested White House spokesman
Scott McClellan.

Meantime, a British official said Monday that
Britain, France and Germany have discussed sup-
plying Iran with commercial aircraft and aircraft
spare parts as incentives, in addition to member-
ship in the World Trade Organization.

Russia dismisses reactor fears

MOSCOW — Russia’s nuclear chief said his
country felt obligated as a nuclear power to help

viding southern Iran’s Bushehr reactor with nucle-
ar fuel six months before the plant is commis-
sioned late next year.

Russia would supply the fuel, he said, but that
time frame was not accurate.

“The fuel will appear at the station when it will
be needed there,” Rumyantsev said, without elabo-
rating.

North Korea may return to talks

TOKYO — North Korea has told South Korea it
wants to return to nuclear disarmament talks in
June and strike a bilateral pact with the United
States later this year, a Japanese newspaper re-
ported Monday.

The conservative national Sankei newspaper
said North Korea was eager to calm South Korean
jitters following Pyongyang’s announcement Feb.
10 that it possesses nuclear weapons and would
boycott six-nation talks aimed at persuading it to
give up its nuclear ambitions.

Since that North Korean leader

Iran build its first nuclear reactor and
concerns that the Bushehr atomic energy plant
could be used to develop a weapons program.
Russian Atomic Energy Minister Alexander
Rumyantsev also denied earlier reports that had
quoted him as saying that Russia would start pro-

Kim Jong Il told a visiting Chinese envoy that his
government would rejoin the talks if certain condi-
tions are met and the United States drop its “hos-
tile policy” toward the communist nation.

From The Associated Press

Interpol meeting to
focus on bioterrorism

The Associated Press

PARIS — Anthrax, sarin and
threats of other bioterrorism at-
tacks will be the focus of an Inter-
pol conference starting Tuesday in
France with police chiefs, counter-
terrorism experts and health offi-
cials from around the world.

More than 400 officials from 120
countries will meet in the city of
Lyon, where Interpol is based, for
what the global police agency calls
its first conference devoted to biot-
errorism — a looming threat that
experts fear much of the world is
ill-equipped to handle.

The risk of bioterror attacks will
be the main topic of discussion,
along with how to better prevent

and prepare for threats and train-
ing police to handle attacks, Inter-
pol said in a statement.

Police will examine past at-
tacks, including the anthrax scare
that shook the United States after
the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks
and the 1995 sarin attacks in the
Tokyo subway.

Senior officials were expected
from the New York Police Depart-
ment, the U.S. Postal Service, Lon-
don’s Metropolitan Police and
from around the world, including
Canada, Malaysia, Singapore and
South Africa.

The conference comes as part of
a two-year Interpol program to
train police and experts to fight
bioterrorism.
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IN THE STATES

Source: BTK serial killer suspect confesses

BY ROXANA HEGEMAN
The Associated Press

'WICHITA, Kan. — Police say they are con-
fident that the arrest of a man suspected of
being the so-called BTK serial killer will end
30 years of terror, and a source said he con-
fessed to some killings.

Dennis L. Rader, the churchgoing family
man arrested Friday, confessed to six kill-
ings, the source close to
the investigation told
The Associated Press
on Sunday.

“The guy is telling us
about the murders,” the
source said on the condi-
tion of anonymity.

Rader, 59, was being
held in lieu of $10 mil- |
lion bail in the deaths of
10 people between 1974
and 1991. Police had | N
long linked BTK — the Rader
killer’s self-coined nick-
name that stands for “Bind, Torture, Kill” —
to eight murders but added two more on Sat-
urday after Rader’s arrest and said their in-
vestigation was continuing.

Rader could appear in court via video as
early as Monday so prosecutors could recite
yet-to-be-filed criminal charges against him
and the judge could review bail. However, the
hearing was likely to be postponed until Tues-
day, the district attorney’s office said Sunday.
It was unclear whether Rader had a lawyer.

The source said investigators also were

looking at three other killings as linked to

liams on Monday angrily criticized news
media reports as complicating “an already
complex investigation.”

Williams did not go into specifics and re-
fused to take any questions.

Prosecutors had said initially they could
not pursue the death penalty against Rader
because the 10 murders linked to BTK hap-
pened when Kansas did not have the death
penalty. Kansas restored the death penalty
in 1994.

Rader, a married father of two, a Cub
Scout leader and an active member of a Luth-
eran church, was anything but a recluse.

His job as a city code enforcement supervi-
sor required daily contact with the public,
and he even appeared on television in 2001
in his tan city uniform for a story on vicious
dogs running loose in Park City.

Before becoming a municipal employee,
Rader worked for a home-security compa-
ny, where he held several positions that al-
lowed him access to customers’ homes, in-
cluding a role as installation manager. He
worked for ADT Security Systems from
1974 to 1989 — the same time as a majority
of the BTK Killings.

At Christ Lutheran Church, where Rader
was president of the church council, pastor
Michael Clark said Rader’s wife, Paula, was
in a state of shock.

“Her demeanor and voice indicated she
was suffering,” Clark sai
Associated Press writer David Twiddy contributed to
this report from Wichita.

Gerald Mansholt, bishop of Central State Synod of the Episcopal National Church, is
interviewed Sunday following a service at Christ Lutheran Church in Wichita, Kan.
Dennis Rader, a suspect in the BTK

ings, is a member of the church.

Court will hear case on civil suit jurisdiction | Rights report
WASH;ZZ:S‘;?“EZP;”SUW“]E Monday’s Supreme Court highlights condemns Chlna,

! — T . .
Court said Monday it will use a rent- | peard arguments on whether foreign cruise lines sailing in U.S, waters Mlde a St n at ions
B apgap tetoclar | must comply with a federal disabilities law requiring better access for pas-

fy when plaintiffs can sue in federal or | Sengers in wheelchairs.

state court. W Agreed to consider whether states may tax motor fuel that is sold on Indian BY BARRY SCHWEID

The question is a hot political topic, | reservations in a case involving the Prairie Band Potawatomi tribe in Kansas. The Associated Press
since consumers often pursue claims M Said it will consider whether a whistleblower prosecutor may sue his ) N
in state courts, where large payouts in | g8 e T O e reporied nossible wromedotn by WASHINGTON — The U, State Department in
class-action lawsuits tend to be made. the sheriff's office. its annual report on human rights found systematic
Earlier this month, President Bush ! . torture in Syria, serious abuses in China and the kill-
signed legislation aimed at steering | M Agreed toreview whether a federal appeals court may examine the suffi- s & G By o] i
big-money lawsuits to federal courts. ciency of evidence in a civil jury case when a party failed to move for a new Sudan’s troubled Darfur province.

Under federal rules, a defendant trial. The case involves packaged food company Unitherm Food Systems in
has a right to “remove” a case from | its patent suit against Swift-Eckrich, also known as ConAgra, for a method of
state to federal court when the two par- browning precooked meat.
ties are citizens of different states and

Egypt, a close ally of the United States in Mideast
peacemaking, was condemned for security forces tor-
turing prisoners and for mass arrests. Iran’s “poor

W Declined to hear the appeal of Panos Tsolainos, the former Louisiana ship- human rights record worsened,” according to the re-
the claimed damages exceed 75000, | ping exccutive serving a e sentence for running over his ex-wife with acar. | | port,reloased Monday. ¢
Christophe and Juanita Roche can sue M Asked for the U.S. solicitor general’s views in a case challenging a multi- North Korea is one of the world’s most repressive
their landlord, Lincoln Property Co., million dollar award against North Carolina-based Laboratory Corp. of Amer- and brutal regimes, the report said. An estimated
in Virginia state court over exposure | ica for patent infringement involving a test that helps predict strokes, heart 150,000 to 200,000 peaple are believed to be in deten-

to toxic mold in their apartment. The | attacks and dementia.
Texas-based company has a subsid-
iary in Virginia.

tion camps in remote areas, and defectors report
__ The Associated Press many have died from torture, starvation and disease.
Syria’s human rights record is poor, the report
said. Syrians do not have a right to change their gov-
ernment and “continuing serious abuses included the
. . . use of torture in detention, which at times resulted in

Bush to governors: Lets work out Medicaid problem | den unt s andabitary arrsts.

But there were several bright spots. Terrorism fell
off in post-Taliban Afghanistan, respect for human
rights in Ukraine rose with the staging of free elec-
tions, and what the report said were prospects for
peace in Iraq “help create momentum for the im-
provement of human rights practices.”

China, described as an authoritarian state, denies
its citizens freedom to oppose the Chinese Commu-
nist Party’s political system, the report said. The gov-
ernment used war on terror as a pretext for cracking
down on peaceful Uighur separatists and does not per-
mit outsiders to monitor the human rights situation in
the country, the report to Congress added.

The report also said Russia’s law enforcement per-
sonnel engaged in torture, violence and other brutal
or humiliating treatment, and in the government’s
continuing struggle against rebels in Chechnya, both
sides showed little respect for basic human rights.

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush told the nation’s gov-
ernors on Monday that he recognizes their alarm over
soaring Medicaid costs and proposed federal cutbacks
and vowed to work with them toward a compromise.

‘While overhauling Social Security dominates discussions
in the nation’s capital, financing pmblems with Medicaid is
commanding most of the attention in the S0 state capitals.

Bush has sought $40 billion in cuts in the program.
Much of that would come from stopping states from using
certain accounting techniques to draw down federal Med-
icaid funds.Governors brought a mixed message to the
meeting: Republicans and Democrats alike are bucking N N
the president’s budget cuts to Medicaid, while embracing President Bush talks with Gov. Sf’""y Perdue of Georgia
some of his reforms and pushing for federal willingness to ~(left), Delaware Gov. Ruth Ann Minner (center) and Virginia
allow states to experiment more. Gov. Mark Warner (far right) on Monday.
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‘Million Dollar Baby’

cleans Oscar’s clock

‘Aviator’ lands five awards, but
Eastwood film nabs blggest prizes

BY DAVID GERMAIN
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Backstage at the
Academy Awards, Clint Eastwood contem-
plated how deserving he was to come away
with his second best picture and dlrectmg
triumph, this time for the boxing tale “Mil-
lion Dollar Baby.”

“There’s a lot of great movies that have
won the Academy Award, and a lot of great
movies that haven't,” said Eastwood, whose
film also earned Hilary Swank her second
best actress Oscar and Morgan Freeman
the supporting actor prize. Humbly, Eaal-
wood added, “You just do the best you can.”

Other acting awards Sunday night went
to performers in real-life roles, Jamie Foxx
as lead actor for his uncanny emulation of
Ray Charles in “Ray” and Cate Blanchett
for supporting actress as Katharine Hep-
burn, the love of Howard Hughes’ life, in
“The Aviator.”

Eastwood’s triumph meant fresh heart-
break for Martin Scorsese, whose Hughes
epic “The Aviator” won the most awards
with five but failed to bring him the direct-
ing Oscar that has eluded him throughout
his distinguished career.

Scorsese, now a five-time loser, matched
the record of Oscar futility held by a hand-
ful of legendary filmmakers such as Alfred
Hitchcock and Robert Altman, who also
went 0-for-5 in the directing category.

Eastwood, who directed a segment of
Scorsese’s music-documentary TV series
“The Blues,” had kind words for his rival
backstage.

“T was Kind of a little disappointed when
they started building a competition be-
tween Marty and me,” Eastwood said. “T
have the greatest respect for him and all
the films he’s done over the years.”

Blanchett echoed Eastwood’s praise.

“Certainly, working with Martin Scors-
ese was an absolute minute-by-minute edu-
cation without him ever being grandiose
about it,” Blanchett said.

It was the second straight year an East-
wood film won two of the four acting Os-
cars, Swank as a tenacious fighter who
rises to champion status before her life
takes a cruel twist, Freeman as a worldly
wise ex-boxer.

Director Clint Eastwood poses Sunday with
the Oscars he won for best director and
best picture for his boxing movie “Million
Dollar Baby” at the 77th Academy Awards.

Last year, Eastwood’s dark morality play
“Mystic River” earned the lead actor prize
for Sean Penn and the supporting actor
award for Tim Robbins.

Freeman, who costarred in Eastwood’s
1992 film “Unforgiven,” said he is the sort
of director who gives actors the freedom to
cut loose and perform their own way. The
Western was Eastwood’s first Oscar win
for best picture and director.

“If he hires you, he hires you because he
feels like you know what to do,” Freeman
said. “And he’s very, very largely out of the
way. He directs the picture, you do the act-
ing. I love that, and I think that most of the
people that he works with love

Swank once again beat out main rival An-
nette Bemng, nominated for the theater
farce “Being Julia.” Bening had been the
front-runner for “American Beauty” five
years ago but lost to Swank.

With unremarkable career results since

AP photos

From left, actors Morgan Freeman, Cate Blanchett, Hilary Swank and Jamie Foxx pose
after winning Oscars Sunday at the 77th Academy Awards in Los Angeles. Freeman took
home the supporting actor honor for his role in “Million Dollar Baby,” Blanchett was
honored as best supporting actress in “The Aviator,” Swank won for best actress in
“Million Dollar Baby” and Jamie Foxx received the best actor honor for his role in “Ray.”

Left: Composer Andrew Lloyd Webber embraces singer Beyonce Knowles after they
performed the best original song nominee “Learn to be Lonely” from “The Phantom of the
Opera.” Right: Actor Al Pacino walks off the stage with director Sidney Lumet after

presenting Lumet with an honorary Oscar.

her first win, Swank had been in danger of
becoming one of those actresses who fades
from view after an Oscar success.

“The truth is, after ‘Boys Don’t Cry, I re-
alized how few and far between the great
roles are,” Swank said. “I am beyond thank-
ful for flndmg ‘Million Dollar Baby.’ ”

Critics say Scorsese’s best work is de-
cades behind him, noting that recent epics
such as “The Aviator” and “Gangs of New
York” do not measure up to earlier master-
pieces such as “Mean Streets” and “Rag-
ing Bull.”

On the other hand, Eastwood has en-
tered a late-career zenith, delivering com-
plex character studies two years in a row
that rank toward the top of his long resume
as actor and director.

A last-minute addition to the Oscar race,
“Million Dollar Baby” did not even begin
shooting until June and had been sched-
uled for release in 2005 until distributor
Warner Bros. took a look at an early cut
and scrambled to release it in December.

At 74, Eastwood became the oldest di-
recting winner ever.

He said he had great respect for many
young directors such as Alexander Payne,
who shared the adapted screenplay Oscar
for the wine-country ramble “Sideways,”
which also had a best picture nomination.

“There’s a lot of young guys coming
along, but I'd like to say to the various fin-
anciers, don’t forget the senior guys. The
senior guys and gals are there, willing to do
their best work for you.”

A sharp awards broadcast with Rock as the host

BY FRAZIER MOORE
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — In the lingo of the mo-
ment, Chris Rock scored big on Sunday’s
Oscarcast with his charm offensive.

Rock did nothing to rile the FCC, as
some had feared or hoped.

Nor, as some had feared or hoped, did he
relegate the Oscars themselves to support-
ing-player status. What he did do was give
“The 77th Annual Academy Awards” a
needed pick-me-up, presiding over the
broadcast with saucy finesse.

In its never-ending quest to shake off its
accumulated cobwebs, the Oscarcast had
taken an unusually bold step in hiring him.
1t seemed to acknowledge that, for many
viewers, there was more suspense in see-
ing what the irrepressible comedian might
say or do than in finding out who would
claim this year’s crop of trophies.

Maybe so. But the ABC show proved a
satisfying balance of personality and cere-
mony. Thank goodness. This was a night ap-
pallingly devoid of juicy flare-ups,
screwups, breakdowns or bombshells (un-
less you count poor Martin Scorsese miss-
ing out, yet again, as best director).

Rock’s opening monologue wasn't a
home run, but he warmed up quickly.

He needled nearly every actor within
earshot by observing, “There’s only four
real stars, and the rest are just popular peo-
ple. Clint Eastwood is a star. Tobey Magu-
ire’s just a boy in tights.”

He vowed not to slam the president, then
marveled at George Bush’s re-election de-
spite certain missteps: “When Bush got
into office there was a surplus of money.
Now there’s, like, a $70 trillion deficit. Just
imagine if YOU worked at the Gap, and
you're closing out your register and
YOU'RE $70 trillion short!”

Later, a pre-taped remote found Rock
visiting the nearby Magic Johnson movie
house to talk to “ordinary people,” and he
had fun with the fact that many of these
black cinéastes had not seen, nor even
heard of, the Oscar-nominated films.

In sum, the broadcast felt brisk, though
not rushed. It felt modern and refreshingly
free of chronic self-importance. (Could
that really be?!) It was a night when Prince
was a presenter and the cellist Yo-Yo Ma
performed.

A warm tribute to the late Johnny Car-
son treated viewers to clips from his many
years in a role much of the audience had
forgotten he once had: hosting the Oscars.

But what took so long for the producers
to figure out this winning formula? Short of
Michael Moore and Mel Gibson duking it
out, this year’s Oscarcast could hardly
have been better.

Host Chris Rock gave the Academy Awards
a needed pick-me-up, presiding over the
broadcast with saucy finesse.
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Prosecutor accuses Jackson
of ‘strange sexual behavior’

BY LINDA DEUTSCH
The Associated Press

SANTA MARIA, Calif. — A pros-
ecutor laid out the child molesta-
tion and conspiracy case against
Michael Jackson on Monday, tell-
ing jurors the singer exploited a
13-year-old boy and exposed him
to “strange sexual behavior” and
that an employee told the child his
mother could be killed.

his opening statement, Dis-
trict Attorney Thomas Sneddon
also said that Jackson showed the
boy adult material on the Internet
from the first time he stayed at
Neverland in 2000, when the boy
was 10 years old.

Opening statements  began
after Superior Court Judge Rod-
ney S. Melville read the indict-
ment to the jury, revealing the
names of five unindicted alleged
co-conspirators.
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The judge also read 28 overt
acts allegedly committed in a con-
spiracy surrounding the alleged
molestation of the boy, a cancer
patient, at Jackson’s Neverland
ranch and a purported attempt to
keep his family silent.

Sneddon referred to the boy by
name after telling the court it
would be impossible to proceed
without using the real names of
the child and his family.

Sneddon, Santa Barbara Coun-
ty’s top prosecutor, told the jury
that the case was about Jackson’s
“desperate attempt” to salvage
his career after the amng of the
television documentary “Living
With Michael Jackson,” in which

the pop star is seen holding hands
with the boy and saying he allows
children to sleep in his bed.

Sneddon said that when the doc-
umentary aired in early 2003,
“Jackson’s world was rocked”
and that one of the co-conspira-
tors described the airing as “a
train wreck.”

The defense opening statement
was to follow the prosecution’s
presentation.

The indictment, which had not
been released before, stated that
between February and March

2003, Jackson employee Frank
Tyson threatened the accuser,
telling him that “Michael could
make the family disappear” and
that he also said, “T could
your mother killed.”

have

Money tip of the day

The Associated Press

As general economic condi-
tions improve, employers may
be slightly more generous about
wage increases when contract
talk time arrives, accordmg toa
survey of companies’ bargaining
objectives.

However, employers are still
keen on achnevmg labor conces-
sions when it comes to the
pricey arena of health care and
insurance benefits, with 69 per-
cent saying they need to pursue
savings in those areas. But al-
most that percentage, 59 per-
cent, said better wages might be
an option.

Better wages, benefits

And where would employers
most like to cut or eliminate ben-
efits? Prescription drug cover-
age led that group, with nearly a
rd (32 percent) citing that
cost. That was followed by doc-
tor visits (28 percent), hospital
coverage (26 percent) and surgi-
cal coverage (26 percent).
Almost a fourth of employers
that have restrictions on out-
sourcing or subcontracting will
be seeking to curtail or elimi-
nate those provisions in 2005.
The results are from a survey
of 100 U.S. companies by Wash-
ington-based BNA Inc., which
publishes financial reports and

other analysis for business.
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A herd of wild horses is rounded up in July on the Diamond Mountain
range near Eureka, Nev. Overpopulation of the herds requires the
Bureau of Land Management to round up the horses. The horses will
either be adopted out or sent to sanctuaries in the Midwest.

Congress repeals
ban on slaughter
of wild mustangs

BY SCOTT SONNER
The Associated Press

RENO, Nev. — For the first
time in more than a generation,
the mustang — the very symbol
of the American West — can be
slaughtered for horsemeat.

In December, Congress re-
pealed the 34-year-old ban on the
slaughter of the wild horses that
run free across the West. The
move has brought a powerful
backlash from activists, who want
to reinstate full protection for the
mustangs.
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“Itis really a slap in the face to
the American people,” said Betty
Kelly, co-founder of the horse pro-
tection group Wild Horse Spirit in
Virginia City, Nev.

Acting on behalf of ranchers
who say the horses eat forage
needed by cattle, Sen. Conrad
Burns, R-Mont., attached the
amendment in December to a
spending bill that President Bush
signed into law.

Tt allows for the sale for slaugh-
ter of some older and unwanted
horses that are captured during
the periodic government roundups
aimed at reducing the wild popula-
tion, now estimated at 33,000
across 10 Western states. About
19,000 of the horses are in Nevada.

A bill to reinstate the slaughter
ban was introduced in Congress
last month. Responsibilty for
rounding up horses on federal
land and selling them rests with
the U.S. Bureau of Land Manage-
‘ment, which has yet to send any of
the animals to slaughter.

BLM officials said the agency is
reaching out to animal protection
groups and is optimistic that be-
fore the summer, it will find new
homes for the 8,900 horses and
burros that could be subject to
slaughter. “We realize it is a chal-
lenge, but we think there are own-
ers out there that would provide
the kind of care we are looking
for,” BLM spokesman Tom Gorey
said from Washington, D.C.

The issue has dogged the Interi-
or Department and Congress
since Nevada’s Velma Johnson,
also known as Wild Horse Annie,
and a legion of schoolchildren per-
suaded Congress to outlaw the
use of motor vehicles to hunt the
mustangs in 1959. That was fol-
lowed by the Wild Horse and
Burro Protection Act of 1971.

Sylvia Fascio, a fifth-genera-
tion Nevada horse breeder, said
there are too many wild horses
roaming the BLM land next to
her ranch, and some should be
sold for slaughter.

“I enjoy the wild horses. 'm
blessed to live out here among
them and it's a very romantic
thought. But there is such a thing
as reality,” Fascio said.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

Include 38As in new badge

Tjust read the Feb. 15 article “Army cre-
ates badge for non-infantry GIs” and I am
furious.

1 recently completed my second tour in
Afghanistan as a civil affairs operator. I
have been in at least five direct combat sit-
uations. I have been awarded three
Bronze Stars, one with a “V” device for
valor. One of my soldiers took a grenade to
the face (he’s fine, thanks to the vest). I
have been IED’d, RPG’d and ambushed,
had a price on my head, and had to call in
Warthogs to save our butts in a night at-
tack. I was on a 12-man team that initiated
the actions that led to Operation Mongoose
in January 2003. So why haven't 38As
(civil affairs soldiers) been included in
this new category?

Everyone has said that civil affairs is at
the tip of the spear. I believe it. I spent the
majority of my tours outside the wire, as
do most operators - whereas my force pro
guys (God bless them) rotated every five
weeks. Every one of my soldiers has seen
action and civil affairs operators will con-
tinue to see more action than most of those
military occupational specialties listed.
Just come by my unit during weekend
drill: Listen to the stories from the guys
who have completed their second tours
and look at their tired faces.

This [new badge] will be a huge blow to
morale in my unit. Everyone there has
been in the [stuff]. I thank the decision
makers for once again taking care of the
soldier. This will be so good for retention.

Sgt. 1st Class Michael D. Baker

Albany, N.Y.

New badge furthers fissures

1 was reading the Feb. 15 article about a
new combat badge (“Army creates badge
for non-infantry GIs”). I'm appalled that
once again the Army has selected a few
fields that are eligible for this badge. This
badge is designed for soldiers who are
armor, cavalry, combat engineers and

Rackdat

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

field artillery. What about transportation
companies and other support units?

A large portion of injury and death that
our military has faced during this opera-
tion has been on convoys due to impro-
vised explosive devices, small-arms fire,
and rocket-propelled grenades. Many
times these soldiers are not of com-
bat-arms military occupational specialty
or in direct support of combat-arms units.
They see combat just the same as any com-
bat-arms personnel.

Does the Army really want to continue
segregating its forces?

This new badge is nothing more than an-
other way to make heroes out of some with-
out thinking about how other soldiers will
feel — soldiers who, in some instances,
have seen more combat than have many
combat-arms units. But these soldiers
don’t qualify for a badge of any type be-
cause of their MOS? That’s just ridiculous.

1f the Army wants to honor its heroes by
providing a badge, then they should pro-
vide it for all personnel who have been in
direct combat, not a select few.

Sgt. Skip Spoerke

Camp Liberty, Baghdad

Close Combat Badge

I think the U.S. Army should backdate the
Close Combat Badge to 1943, as the Combat
InfantrymanBadge is dated, due to all the
conflicts military personnel have been in-
volved in — not just the current military op-
erations. I use for my example for such pro-
cedures the Purple Heart, which was back-
dated after World War II to include veter-
ans from World War I and before.

Sgt. 1st Class Chuck Huff (retired)

Mountain View, Ark.

Impressed with KBR

I cannot speak for all troops stationed
throughout the area of responsibility, how-
ever, for this senior noncommissioned of-
ficer I am glad to have KBR here. (“KBR
needs some healthy competition,” Feb. 11)

As a member of a civil engineer squad-
ron who has the job of ensuring the troops
are provided for, I am impressed with
what I have seen. They are able to bring
professional men and women trained to
American standards to ensure the U.:
troops have potable water, hot meals,
warm beds and showers. No, it's not home
by a stretch, but I have noticed some real
problems with poor-quality labor from
workers of undeveloped nations.

1 ask this simple question: Do you want
a man who does not have electricity in his
own home to install an 11,000 voll

ltage system at your
provnde your potable water when he does
not know what bacteria are or where they
come from? I doubt that you would.

I ask the writer of that column to walk
away from his desk and take a trip to Af-
ghanistan or Iraq and write his article
from one of the fronts. His lofty opinions
about ethnic food for the troops may
change a bit. When he quoted $67,000 a
year per soldier I was surprised. I thought
the price would be a lot more.

On behalf of this SNCO, thank you KBR.
Keep up the good work!

U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Mark Bartlett
Southern Iraq

Information is

The Orlando (Fla.) Sentinel

dults who suffer from arthritis or

other chronic pain have a right to

take a drug that allows them less

suffering, even if it carries a high-
errisk of heart attack and stroke — provid-
ed they're given all the facts.

A panel of pain specialists made that sug-
gestion recently regarding a group of
drugs called Cox-2 inhibitors, which in-
clude Vioxx and Celebrex. The panel’s ad-
vice goes to the Food and Drug Administra-
tion.

The pills should be available by prescrip-

Dooneshury Flashbacks

a healthy step toward freedom

tion, they said, because some patients
can't get relief any other way.

However, they said, doctors should pre-
scribe them only in low doses, for short pe-
riods and last resort. And the drugs
should carry prominent warnings about
risks, the panel said.

If the FDA takes this advice, as expect-
ed, it will be a healthy step away from the
nanny state. The FDA would properly bal-
ance public safety and personal freedom.

This is not to say the agency has been
overprotecting the public.

If anything, the FDA should have waved

a caution flag a couple of years ago, when
it was clear that Cox-2 drugs were wildly
overprescribed.

Both doctors and patients seemed mes-
merized by commercials that portrayed
the expensive brand-name drugs as not
only safer but also more effective than the
time-tested, inexpensive aspirin and ibu-
profen.

Yet no study ever was done to compare
the safety and effectiveness of the old and
new classes of painkillers. Who would pay
for it? The FDA can protect the public best
by making sure people have more informa-
tion — and have it sooner.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

Gender corralling: A truehlgh_’ school crush

BY SARAH M. SELTZER

n the midst of the uproar over gender

touched off by Harvard’s president,

Lawrence Summers, I have found my-

self going back to high-school memo-
ries and wondering why talented girls were
constantly crying over bad math tests in the
hallways.

‘When I was in ninth grade, geometry was
my favorite subject. But this bravado didn’t
last, and I spent the next three years strug-
gling with math demons. A’s were followed
by C’s in quick succession. I liked a few
areas in calculus; once I even spent a history
class gleefully trying to solve a math prob-
lem. But usually it was the other way around
— math class was absorbed by secretly writ-
ing sonnets in my notebook, and I left with-
out having understood the material.

As 1 fell behind, I often gave up, refusing
to do homework or to study. The boys in my
math class shrugged off bad grades and
vowed to study harder, but for me a C pene-
trated into my very soul, undermining my
confidence and ability to enjoy the work.
Every test became an agonizing challenge to
my self-esteem — Will I fail? — and there-
fore meant far more than it should have.

My twin brother, at the same time, was los-
ing faith in our advanced-placement English
t.las» Most of his classmates were part of an

“in crowd” of theory-spouting girls; he
didn’t like them. For a creative project, he
wrote a series of lewd but hysterical epi-
grams — and he was disappointed with the
grade he received. Although he had been an
A student in English, he turned his attention
elsewhere.

The disparity between our interests was

hardly an anomaly. The boys we knew
swore they didn’t “get” poetry, while most of
the math “honors dropouts” were female.
These girls had initially shown both aptitude
and zest for the subject, but many were
happy to drop down to regular math because
they didn’t want to face the constant threat
of disaster they had experienced in honors,
where everyone gets the occasional bad
grade.

When I was a junior, a bunch of us staged
a daylong walkout to bemoan gender ine-
quality in a school that, despite its academic
excellence, perennially had few girls in AP
physics classes or in student government.
The most controversial aspect of our rally
was the “ratios” we posted in the hallways:
the ratio of males to females who had been
student-body president — 16 to 1; the ratio
of men to women in AP English — 1 to 4.

The guys in particular were incensed.
“It’s not our fault that women can’t get elect-
ed,” they said. “It’s not our fault that women
can't do physics.” Well, no. But that wasn’t
our point. The point was — and is — to ask
ourselves why males and females are still
making such divergent choices.

My theory is that my “failure” in math
was due to a pre-emptive fear of failure. For
girls, the value of keeping up an appearance
of perfection is ingrained early, and most
girls really, really don't like getting C’s, just
as they hate having pimples or dirt on their
jeans. The exacting nature of math forces
girls to confront the limits of their crafted
perfection.

Although getting good grades has become
the social norm for girls, being outstanding-
ly brilliant has not. Many young women are

IDENT Lawis

INTRINSIC APTTUDE

\éowm IRENCE SUNWERSS,
ng{mfso INTRINSIC wn‘luvcmzsmsmt WHICH
AMAERS” INTRI

scared to demonstrate the aggression, the
try-and-fail risk-taking found in many disci-
plines, but most markedly in advanced math
and sciences. It makes them worry about
seeming unfeminine. It makes them worry
that other girls and boys won't like them.

This gender corralling works both ways;
boys don’t want to step outside of their gen-
der norms either. Talking about books
means talking about feelings. As a result, the
once-male world of literary criticism has be-
come markedly female at the undergradu-
ate level — to the detriment of everyone’s un-
derstanding of literature.

1t's not the girls’ fault or the boys’ fault.
But it is our collective responsibility to
change this.

What if there was no norm? What if all
girls were unafraid to keep trying until they
“got” physics, and guys weren’t afraid to

‘get” poetry? Would we line up in equal num-
bers to pursue every field? Probably not. But
as Summers should have known, until that
opportunity presents itself, innate differenc-
es are not even worth talking about.

Sarah M. Seltzer is a former editor of the Harvard
Crimson's magazine this column, which frst
appeared in the Los Angeles Times, is adapted
from a column in the Crimson.

Good enough for Congress, good enough for citizens

BY REP. MARIO DIAZ-BALART

MIAMI

illions of people have come to

the United States seeking the

American dream. Generation

after generation has worked

hard to provide for their families, and Social

Security has protected each in their later

years. With this vital program facing serious

financial difficulties ahead, we need to make

the adjustments necessary to strengthen and
fix Social Security.

By including voluntary personal retire-
ment accounts, we can help strengthen So-
cial Security for future generations. These
accounts can help give low-income families
and minorities a better and brighter finan-
cial future.

Let me be clear, Congress will not pass
any reform that would change benefits for
current and near-retirees.

Social Security is the only source of retire-
ment income for 41 percent of elderly His-
panics, so it is extremely important that eld-
erly Americans continue to receive all of the
benefits that have been promised to them.

As for Social Security’s financial future,
many Democrats hold illusions that Social
Security is fine. The reality is that the pro-
gram faces serious problems down the road.
In only 13 years — by 2018 — Social Securi-
ty is projected to receive less in payroll
taxes than it will pay out in benefits. Social
Security then will be forced to begin cashing
in its stored bonds, but the federal govern-
‘ment will need to pay for that shortfall some-
how — most likely with sharp payroll tax
hikes and steep benefit cuts.

Democrats may not have a problem with
this, but President Bush and Republicans
do. Not only do we want to make Social Secu-
rity permanently solvent, we also want to
help people create nest eggs for themselves
and their families. Personal retirement ac-
counts can help accomplish this goal and

th-t

would be a boon for all

th financial needs to focus on

especial-
ly Hispanics and other minorities.

By making a change that allows younger
workers to voluntarily place a small portion
of their Social Security taxes in personal re-
tirement accounts, we can take a promising
step toward fixing Social Security for future
generations while still fully protecting bene-
fits for retirees and near-retirees.

For the first time, low-income individuals
would have the opportunity to pass a nest
egg on to their children or grandchildren.

Hispanics are hard-working, family-ori-
ented people. Like most Americans, they
want financial security and they also want
an opportunity to build nest eggs that they
can pass on to their families. Unfortunately,
because many Hispanics currently work in
low- or middle-income jobs, they lack the
real opportunity to put any money aside for
retirement. They also are often too preoccu-
pied with meeting their day-to-day and

saving for their retirement.

Some Democrats, including members of
Congress, say a personal retirement account
is a risky gamble. But if such an account is
such a gamble, then why do members of Con-
gress participate in a program for their re-
tirement similar to what President Bush is
proposing for every other American?

Trust me, if these accounts were bad,
members of Congress would never partici-
pate in them. Instead, it is for that very rea-
son that we should allow people to create So-
cial Security personal retirement accounts.
It allows them the opportunity to invest in
our country while also giving them the op-
portunity to build a secure nest egg.

Hispanics are a proud people who want to
provide for their families. They support low
taxes and prefer having a say in their retire-
ment rather than rely on faceless bureau-
crats. President Bush’s Social Security re-
form principles fit them to a T.

By establishing a system with personal re-
tirement accounts, Hispanics will be better
able to create retirement income, increasing
wealth in low-income and moderate-income
households, and encouraging independence
from the government.

As Naomi Lopez Bauman, a member of
The Heritage Foundation’s Mandate for
Leadership Working Group on Social Securi-
ty Reform, has noted: “Personal retirement
accounts, even with modest rates of return,
have an enormous potential to boost retire-
ment income and reduce poverty dramatical-
ly. Personal retirement accounts also have
the potential to promote intergenerational
wealth for all socioeconomic groups.”

Hispanics, like all Americans, want a se-
cure retirement. Personal retirement ac-
counts can give them something to call their
own and leave for the next generation — and
help make their American dream a reality.

p. Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Fla., is a member
of the House Budget Commitiee.
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Remembering Remagen

Museum pays homage to city’s role in WWII

BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY
Stars and Stripes

ar has a way of rip-

ping the covers off

sleepy little villages.

_Small towns like

Sainte-Mere-Eglise, Bastogne
and Auschwitz, for example,
gained notoriety during and after
World War II for reasons unique
unto themselves. Sometimes the
reasons became a source of
pride, and other times a source of
shame or anguish.

One place unwittingly dragged
into the spotlight was Remagen, a
quiet riverside village in western
Germany that once had a rail-
road bridge.

Before World War II, “nobody
spoke of Remagen,” said Hans
Peter Kiirten, who founded a
peace museum within the
bridge’s tower walls.

That obscurity changed the
afternoon of March 7, 1945, when
a company of U.S. 9th Armored
Division soldiers emerged from
the woods west of town.

Before and below them stood
the Ludendorff Bridge and the
Rhine River. It was a sight that
‘must have had them rubbing
their eyes because the German
army, under Adolf Hitler’s
orders, was destroying
bridges spanning the Rhine
to slow the Allies’ advance.

To make matters even
more favorable for the
Allies, the Germans were
lightly defending the bridge,
which only the night before
had been readied for vehi-
cle traffic. Within three
hours, the bridge was in
U.S. hands, thousands of
troops were hustling across
under German artillery and
small-arms fire, and many,
many more were making a
beeline for Remagen.

“It’s called the ‘Miracle of
Remagen,” ” Kiirten said.
“The Germans didn’t have
enough soldiers and muni-
tions to defend or blow up
the bridge. The war in Eu-
rope ended sooner because
of it.”

Some soldiers described
the bridge as ugly, though it
allowed them and many others to
“Cross the Rhine with dry feet,”
as the rallying cry went. To Gen.
Dwight D. Eisenhower, the
bridge was “worth its weight in
gold.”

Weakened by the German
army’s persistent efforts to de-
stroy it, the span collapsed 10
days later, killing at least 28 U.S.
soldiers. (Kiirten says the num-
ber is really 30.)

Today, all that remains of the
bridge are the dark, stone towers
opposite each other on the Rhine.

Stars and Stripes

U.S. soldiers stand guard as engineers from the 9th Armored Division strengthen the bridge at Remagen,

Germany, in March 1945. The bridge was

lly for railroad traffic, but planks were placed across the

tracks so wheeled vehicles could cross. The Germans, who tried to destroy the bridge with explosives
and air attacks, finally succeeded, killing 28 engineers who had been trying to strengthen the bridge.

PHOTOS BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY/Stars and Sripes

Hans Peter Kiirten, who founded the museum in Remagen 25
years ago, stands before a display depicting everyday life for
German troops. The main themes of the museum are war, peace
and the history of the Ludendorff Bridge.

On the Remagen side of the river
is where Kiirten and others in
town joined forces to create their
museum to war and peace.

“It's nice they did something
with it [the towers),” Georg
Masek of Switzerland said as he
toured the museum. “When I
think of what happened here 60
years ago, I shiver.”

When U.S. Army veterans of
the operation think of Remagen
in March, they get chills, too. In
fact, veterans have asked Kiirten
and other village leaders to hold

a 60th-anniversary
observance later be-
cause of the weather,
and they have com-
plied.

The museum, which
is open from March
through November, is a
breeze to tour. The
roundness of the tow-
ers and the mix of displays —
German and American, war and
peace — make for a short and

Remagen
bridge

PETER JAEGER;/Stars and Siripes

On the QT
4ﬂ Directions

The Friedensmuseum Briicke
von Remagen is along the Rhine
River on the south side of town.
Get off Autobahn 61 (north of
Koblenz) at the Remagen exit
and take Highway 266 east
toward town. At Highway 9, turn
left and go north. The road en-
ters Remagen from the south,
with the river on the right. Look
for the signs to the museum,
though parking in town is OK
because of the walkway running
along the river.

(1 Times

The museum typically opens
on or about March 7 and closes
at the end of November. Hours
are 10 am. to 6 p.m., though in
March, April and November,
the closing time is 5 p.m.

(:) Costs

Admission to the museum is
3.50 euros for adults; children,
students and disabled people

From the base of the old bridge tower in

Remagen, the other half of what remains of
the Ludendorff Bridge serves as a landmark
for tourist and barge operators on the Rhine
River.

day when the cafes are open and
the walk along the boardwalk is
populated with visitors and resi-
dents alike.

ble visit. That's
S0 0n a Warm spring or summer

E-mail Kevin Dougherty at:

pay 1 euro;
euros apiece in groups of 10 or
‘more; the family rate is 6
euros.

| | Food

|

There are a few cafes and
restaurants on the town square.
Among them is the Weinhaus
Griiner Kranz, a yellow build-
ing with green shutters.

i Information

The museum’s Web site is
www.bruecke-remagen.de. An
English version is available.
Telephone: (+49) (0) 2642-
21863 or (+49) 2642-20159.

— KEVIN DOUGHERTY
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Fuel truck stolen

MILFORD — Police

are  investigating
the theft of a heating fuel
truck that was stolen and
later found drained of the
2,000 gallons of heating oil
and kerosene it was carry-
ing.

The truck was stolen
from Malenfant’s Fuel &
Bottled Gas Co. in ..
Milford, according
to the Penobscot County Sheriff’s
Department.

When it was found at 3:45 am.
more than 20 miles away in Car-
mel, the keys were in the ignition,
but the 1,650 gallons of heating oil
and 350 gallons of kerosene were
missing, said Deputy Will Shee-
han. He valued the fuel at $3,000.

Fatal accident

ST. PETERSBURG — An

elderly Illinois woman
drove her Lincoln Town Car
through a Wachovia Bank park-
ing lot and crashed into a con-
crete overhang, killing a bank cus-
tomer who had just emerged
from the building.

The customer, Katherine
Weber, 51, of St. Petersburg, was
taken to Bayfront Medical Cen-
ter, where she died a few hours
later.

Police said Marjory B. Thomp-
son, 88, was driving a silver
late-model Lincoln when the car
accelerated, jumped a curb and
slammed into a support holding
an overhang that protected the
east entrance to the bank. The im-
pact caused the overhang to col-
lapse onto the walkway.

Police seize $5M cash

CRANBURY — State police

seized more than $5 million
in cash from a tractor-trailer found
idling unattended for two days on
the shoulder of a roadway, authori-
ties said.

The driver, Salvadore Delarosa,
46, of San Bernardino, Calif., was
arrested on a money laundering
charge.

“The cash is the proceeds of ille-
gal conduct, possibly narcotics ac-
tivity, but that still remains under
investigation,” Attorney General
Peter Harvey said. Investigators

ROUNDUP

always there for me,” Jason Rhoad-
es said.

Pot seized at fish shop

NEWPORT — Suspecting

something fishy at Long
Wharf Seafood, detectives
searched the retail store and left
with evidence that some custom-
ers were buying more than just fil-
lets of cod and haddock.

The investigators allege that
store owner John Caminiti was sell-
ing marijuana out of the business,
according to Sgt. James Quinn.
They seized more than 20
half-ounce bags of marijuana,
mostly from store freezers.

Drug cartels growing

DALLAS — At least three

drug-related slayings in
North Texas are being blamed on
a team of rogue Mexican comman-
dos accused of orchestrating doz-
ens of murders along the
U.S.-Mexico border, raising fears
that the drug war is moving
north.

Dallas and federal officials say
eight to 10 Zetas — former mem-
bers of the Mexican army who de-
fected to Mexico’s Gulf drug car-
tel in the late 1990s — have been
operating in North Texas since
2003, The Dallas Morning News
reported.

The Zetas are accused of fatally
shooting 26-year-old Christian
Alejandro Meza in December. Au-
thorities also believe they were in-
volved in the deaths of Mathew
Frank Geisler and Brandon Gal-
legos, both 19 and from Laredo,

have not yet the exact
source of the money.

Delarosa was seen near the vehi-
cle, said state police spokesman
Capt. Al Della Fave.

Train kills deaf man

'YORK — A man struck and

killed by a train was so
hard of hearing that he probably
never heard it approaching, his
brother said.

Forrest “Jack” Rhoades Jr., 54,
died several hours after he was
struck by a slow-moving train as
he walked to a friend’s house, au-
thorities said.

“He was stubborn and did not
want to go get help” for his hearing
and sight deficiencies, said his
brother, Jason Rhoades.

“He left his bifocals here at my
house.”

Rhoades died in the hospital
about three hours after he was
struck by the train on Feb. 11.

“He was a good brother. He was

Oh deer

A deer wandering through the hills
of Oglebay Park in Wheeling,
W.Va., gets a pile of snow on its
nose while looking for food.

whose bodies were
found in a burning
sport utility vehicle
in September. Both
had been shot.

Jf “We’re seeing an alarm-
., ingnumber of incidents in-
volving the same type of vi-
olence that’s become all
too common in Mexico, right
here in Dallas,” a former Dal-
las narcotics officer told the

newspaper on the condition of

anonymity.

License reinstated

cT HARTFORD — Jonathan

Googel, a key figure in the
biggest real estate fraud in Con-
necticut history, regained his real
estate license.

Googel and business partner
Benjamin Sisti built a $2 billion
real estate empire that collapsed in
1990, costing over 6,000 investors
more than $300 million. Googel
was sentenced to seven years in
prison.

Missing rings
WATERVILLE — Police
are investigating the possi-

ble theft of four rings valued at

more than $20,000 from Mount St.

Joseph nursing home.

The jewelry was reported miss-
ing by relatives of nursing home pa-
tients in two separate incidents on
two floors at the nursing home,
said Waterville police Det. David
Caron.

The first incident was reported
Feb. 4 by Fritz Bushmann, whose
mother, Elizabeth, is a patient at
the nursing home and who is miss-
ing a ring worth about $15,000, ac-
cording to Caron. Bushmann told
police he saw the ring the night be-
fore when he was at the nursing
home.

Mine fire flickering out

OAKWOOD — A fire that's

been burning for 12 days in
a massive southwestern Virginia
coal mine appears to be flickering
out.

A bore sunk 2,400 feet into Con-
sul Energy Inc.’s Buchanan County
mine to the source of the fire found
no evidence of flames or smoke,
and the ambient temperature was
63 degrees.

“It would have been bad news if
it was 800 degrees,” Consul vice
president Thomas Hoffman said.
“If that means the fire’s out, I don’t
know.”

Hoffman said several more
probes still must be sunk to be sure,
noting that the 24-square-mile mine
is Virginia’s largest. “These things
are the size of small cities under-
ground,” he said.

Kitchen duty a bad idea

LEBANON — An inmate at

Lebanon County Prison
was convicted by a jury Thursday
of assault for throwing urine in the
face of another inmate who was on
kitchen duty.

Jurors  deliberated for only
about an_hour before convicting
‘Warren Eugene Jeffries, 40, of a
charge of assault by a prisoner.

The other inmate, Omar A.
Ortiz, testified that he bent down to
pick up an empty food tray placed
in front of Jeffries’ cell on Aug. 14
when a cup of urine was thrown in
his face.

Sgt. Richard Hoffman kisses his

WelCOme hO]Ile, dad 8-month-old daughter, Isabella, who

‘was born while he was deployed. Hoffman and other members of the
Army Reserve 343rd Quartermaster Company participated in a
homecoming ceremony at the company’s headquarters in Rock Hill, S.C.

\

Parallel lives

The first wave of cross-country
skiers floods the trail at the start of
the American Birkebeiner at Cable Union Airport in Cable, Wis. The
S1-kilometer race ended in Hayward, Wis.

Car sandwich

four-car pile-up. The driver of the Volkswagen, as well as the driver of the
Chevrolet resting on top of it, were transported to Kaiser Hospital and
North Bay Medical Center with unknown injuries.
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Members of LUMA, a light performance group, present an illuminating
show at the Flickinger Center for Performing Art in Alamogordo, N.M.

Lighting up the stage

Horsin’ around

Boston Red Sox first baseman
Kevin Millar pets Mike, a
6-year-old, 2,000-pound Clydes-
dale horse, during a break at
batting practice at spring training
camp in Fort Myers, Fla.

A parishioner at St. Ann's Cathedral
in Great Falls, Mont., prays the

Peace & tranquility

rosary before the start of noon Mass.

o

.
- p—
. A snow sculpture of a bear and walrus performing an Eskimo dance is seen
sndezv
Fur Rendezvous in Anchorage, Alaska, as part of the Fur Rendezvous snow sculpture
ition. Each contestant is given a block of snow from which to sculpt their art, with the winners going to
the National Snow Sculpting Competition.

Litterbug jewel thieves

GREENWICH — Two rob-

bery suspects being chased
by police hurled diamond rings
and pearl necklaces onto a high-
way before their truck crashed
and they were arrested, authorities
said.

Interstate 95 was closed for near-
Iy an hour s officers looked for the
jewelry. They filled several bags of
watches, rings, necklaces and
bracelets, including some pieces
worth thousands of dollars each.

Police said the two men forced
their way into Manfredi Jewels
Ltd. as employees opened it, then
handcuffed the four employees at
gunpoint and stole jewelry worth
$1.9 million out of a safe that had
just been unlocked.

None of the workers was in-
jured. One escaped and called po-
lice, and officers chased a sport
utility vehicle for 20 miles into
New York City, where it crashed.

Exonerated students
GREENWOOD — A feder-
al judge has ruled in favor

of two honor students suspended

over the content of Web pages that
drew a parent’s protest because of
the way they depicted athletes and
band members. The judge ordered
that no record remain of the sus-
pensions of Ryan Kuhl and Justin
Neal.

He also ordered administrators
to never mention that the pair had
once been wrongly suspended.

Remodeling for school

NEWARK — The Christina

school board approved the
$12.8 million purchase of a vacant
building at the Pencader Corpo-
rate Center to be remodeled into a
middle school.

The three-year-old building was
occupied for less than a year by a
company that made solar panels.
The school is expected to open in
time for the 2006-07 year.

Two charged in stabbing

CLINTON — Two teens

have been charged with the
stabbing death of a 93-year- old
Biloxi, Miss., woman in what pe
lice are describing as a botched
robbery.

Matthew Craig McKamey and
Joshua Ryan Teague, both 19, are
charged with capital murder in the
death of Iva Elizabeth Moore.
Moore, who lived alone, died of a
stab wound to her neck, Biloxi Po-
lice Department Capt. Rick Kirk
said.

“They broke into the house for
burglary purposes and killed the
old lady while they were inside,”
Kirk said. A kitchen knife believed
to be the murder weapon was re-
covered in a wooded area in the vi-
cinity, he said.

The two teens are being held at
the county jail under no bond.

Downtown boost

PROVIDENCE — Mayor

David Cicilline and develop-
ers announced plans to build a resi-
dential high-rise with luxury con-
dominiums that they say will revi-
talize the downtown area.

The 32-story, glass-paneled
tower will include condominiums
priced at $500,000 to $2.5 million.
Construction on the privately fi-
nanced, $90 million project is
scheduled to begin in December.

Dethroning the monarch

MONTGOMERY — The

monarch  butterfly, Ala-
bama’s official state insect since
1989, could be dethroned.

A bill, sponsored by Rep. Sue
Schmitz, would end the butterfly’s
reign as a symbol of Alabama and
substitute the queen honey bee as
the official state insect

Schmitz said a beckeeper in her
Madison County district suggested
the change. She said it would bring
attention to the bee industry in Ala-
bama and the help that bees pro-
vide in pollinating plants in the ag-
ricultural state. So what about the
monarch butterfly? “It doesn’t
bring any money in,” she said.

Fireproof cigarettes

MONTPELIER — Lawmak-

ers are considering a bill
that would require all cigarettes
sold in the state be fireproof.

A joint House and Senate com-
mittee took testimony on the pro-
posal Friday. One of the witnesses,
Russell Sciandra, pulled a pack of
Newport menthol cigarettes from
his coat pocket and showed them
the tiny asterisk on the side of the
package near the bar code.

It's the only indication that these
cigarettes, which he purchased in
New York, had been specially man-
ufactured to burn out rather than
smolder if left unattended.

Governor on defense

JEFFERSON CITY —

Gov. Matt Blunt defended
a comment he made during a re-
cent Republican rally that Demo-
crats can be found in Missouri only
in places “where nobody wants to
live anymore.”

Blunt said his point was that Re-
publicans are winning in growing
communities. Democratic lawmak-
ers from St. Louis and Kansas City
perceived their cities as the targets
of Blunt’s one-liner.

$600M jobs initiative

BOSTON — Gov. Mitt
Romney unveiled a_pro-
posed $600 million jobs initiative
he says will help create up to
20,000 new jobs over the next five
years. Romney says his bill would
attract businesses in areas such as
academic research, biotechnology
and defense technology.
‘The bill includes $246 million in
tax relief for businesses.

Salary increase wanted

AUSTIN — Supreme Court

Chief Justice Wallace Jef-
ferson says Texas is losing judges
because their salaries haven't kept
pace with the times. Jefferson, in
his annual State of the Judiciary
Speech to legislators, said it's no se-
cret that judges double or triple
their salaries by returning to the
private sector.

Trying to ban cameras

AUSTIN — The Texas

House gave preliminary ap-
proval to a bill that would ban cit-
ies from using cameras to issue ci-
tations to drivers who run red
lights. Supporters of such cameras
say they decrease side-impact acci-
dents. The sponsor, Rep. Gary El-
kins of Houston, said the practice
serves as a moneymaking mecha-
nism for cities.
Stories and photos from wire services
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Gibson sells Montana ranch

Actor Mel Gibson has sold his 45,000-acre Beartooth
Ranch in Montana, in a multimil-
lion-dollar handshake deal with a
neighbor, the buyers said.

Kent and Pam Williams said they
signed the deed, but said the agree-
ment prevents either party from di-
vulging the purchase price.

“Pam and I were worried that if it
got in the wrong hands, the valley
would be subdivided and split up,”
Kent Williams told The Billings Ga-
zette.

The actor and director bought the
ranch in 1988, and the Williams own
the adjoining 2,000-acre ranch.

“We shared an awful lot of fence,” Williams said. “He’s
been a real good neighbor.”

They made a verbal deal to purchase the ranch in Janu-

Gibson

ary.
“Everything was on a handshake,” Williams said.

Time is on Slater’s side

The opening of the Broadway revival of “The Glass Me-
nagerie” has been pushed back by a
week to give its newest cast member
— Christian Slater — more time in
front of an audience.

Slater joins “Menagerie,” replac-
ing Dallas Roberts as Tom, the narra-
tor of the Tennessee Williams
drama.

It was to have opened March 15 at
New York’s Ethel Barrymore The-
atre. It will now open March 22, Phil-
ip Rinaldi, a spokesman for the
show, said.

The revival, directed by David Le-
veaux, stars Jessica Lange as the
domineering mother, Amanda Wingfield.

Writer hopes Hartnett reads newspaper

A man who thinks he has written a script perfect for
Josh Hartnett has taken out a half-page newspaper ad in
the actor’s hometown to catch his at-
tention.

Paul Martin Hennessey said he
does not know anyone in Hollywood
and failed to reach Hartnett’s agent
through traditional means. So, he
took out an ad in City Pages, a free al-
ternative newspaper in St. Paul,
Minn.

“Dear Josh Hartnett,” the ad
reads. “In the land of the free and
the home of the brave where equal
opportunity is open to all, there
seems to be a gap in the American
Dream, actually, more of a catch 22.”

Hennessey, of Alton, Mo., said his script about a 1942
fatal fire at a Boston night club could earn the star of
“Pearl Harbor” and “Black Hawk Down” an Academy

Hartnett

ward.
Hartnett, 26, is a 1996 graduate of Minneapolis South
High School. His family still lives in St. Paul.

Clinton to address City Year members

Former President Bill Clinton plans to address mem-
bers of the City Year service organization at their nation-
al convention this spring, organizers said.

The Clinton Presidential Library

NEW LINE CINEMA/AP

As Tim Avery, Jamie Kennedy is about to discover the powers of the Mask of Loki, a mythological object that transforms
its user into a manic shape-shifter alter-ego in “Son of the Mask.”

Jamie Kennedy aims to emerge from
Jim Carrey’s shadow in ‘Son of the Mask’

BY TERRY LAWSON
Knight Ridder Newspapers

BIRMINGHAM, Mich.
n one hand, “Son of the Mask” star Jamie
Kennedy knows he has the opportunity to star in
a brand-name sequel, playing a character unlike
any he’s played before. He can introduce himself
to a new, family audience.

On the other, there’s always the risk of “Dumb &
Dumberer.”

“I'know, I know,” says Kennedy, squirming in a chair in
his Birmingham hotel suite. “I thought about it a long time.
But in the end, I just kept hearing this mysterious voice,
saying, ‘Put on the mask.’

The special effects, comic book-based comedy “The
Mask,” about a bank clerk who becomes a wacky, shape-
shifting superhero when he
dons an ancient mask with su-
pernatural power, was re-
leased 11 years ago. It was the
movie that solidified the suspi-
cion that Jim Carrey was
going to be a major movie star.
It cost $18 million and made
$120 million at the U.S. box of-
fice alone.

Carrey, however, had about
as much interest in a “Mask”
sequel as he did a second chap-
ter of “Dumb and Dumber,” the hit that followed.

So “Dumb and Dumberer" was made without him and

in Little Rock will host part of the
convention. Clinton inaugurated City
Year Little Rock during his library’s
opening week last year.

National City Year Chairman Eli
Segal says about 1,500 people are ex-
pected to attend the convention,
scheduled for May 31 through June
S.

“This is mostly a platform for
young people to see how they can get
involved in the community through
City Year and beyond,” Segal said.

City Year was founded in 1988 in
Boston. Participants perform a year of community ser-
vice in exchange for a college scholarship. It is partly
funded by Americorps, the national service program cre-
ated by Clinton and modeled on City Year.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

wasa . Nevertheless, plans to make “Son of
the Mask” muved forward And Kennedy, after much
hand-wringing, signed on.

The star of the improv-prank TV series “The Jamie
Kennedy Experiment” has been in more than 30 feature
and TV movies since 1989, but aside from his role as an ob-
sessed horror movie geek in the “Scream” trilogy, you
missed him if you blinked. Do you remember Kennedy in
“Romeo + Juliet” with Leonardo DiCaprio, or in “Enemy
of the State” with Will Smith or in “Three Kings” with
George Clooney? Didn’t think so. And don’t even bother to
slow down the video to catch him in “Boogie Nights.” His
part was cut.

Films in which Kennedy had more substantial roles, in-
cluding the superhero spoof “The Specials” and the roman-
tic comedy “Sol Goode,” went straight to video. His prima-
ry legacy is 2003’s “Malibu’s Most Wanted.”

“You know whoever does this is going to be jumped on
for not being Jim Carrey. But I read the script and
thought, ‘Hey, this is pretty funny,” ” he says. “And it was a

&k You know whoever does this is
going to be jumped on for not
being Jim Carrey. But I read
the seript and thought, ‘Hey,
this is pretty funny.’??

family comedy with a big cast and a lot of special effects
and basically, 'm a cog in this gigantic wheel. I mean, my
character is the straight man. Even the dog gets more gags
than I'do.”

Kennedy plays Tim, a cartoonist who has become a re-
luctant father.

When his dog digs up the ancient mask of Loki and
brings it home — and the baby tries it on — things get ex-
tremely wacky and, Kennedy hopes, funny enough to en-
tertain both the young audience at which the film is aimed
and parents who remember “The Mask.”

And if it doesn't? “I can always go back to Domino’s,” he
says.
“The Jamie Kennedy Experiment,” aka “JKX,” was a
blend of skit humor and “Candid Camera”-style pranking,
but the WB canceled it after three seasons. Now collected
on DVD box sets, says
Kennedy, “the show is more
popular than it ever was when
it was on the air.”

Along with hosting and act-
ing in nearly every bit,
Kennedy also served as a pro-
ducer for the show and says he
discovered “a completely un-
expected ability to put a series
together.”

He has since developed and
produced two more series, the
first of which debuts in the
States on Friday. “Living with Fran” is a sitcom starring
Fran Drescher and Ryan McPartlin as her much younger
lover.

Kennedy says the show, inspired by Drescher’s own rela-
tionship with a younger man, was in development long be-
fore Demi met Ashton, but he “won't mind if people think
otherwise, as long as dley watch it.”

The other series, “The Starlet,” is an authentic reality
show, with Vivica A. Fox and Faye Dunaway mentoring
young women whose hearts are set on becoming popular
actors. Kennedy promises that “Starlet” will be something
different than other reality shows but says audiences will
have to wait until next month’s premiere to see how.

Meanwhile, he’s hopmg that people will leave their pre-
conceptions about a “Mask” sequel that does not star Car-
rey at the theater door, because if they do, he says, “I think
they'll have a really good time. The movie is just a lot of
fun, really.”

While he says he has a couple good feature roles pend-
ing while Hollywood waits to see how “Son of the Mask” is
received, he’s not holding his breath for “Return of Son of
the Mask.”

“PIl just be relieved if we get away with this one.”

Jamie Kennedy
Star of “Son of the Mask”
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Horoscope

What seemed perfectly accept-
able yesterday feels like a do-or-die
situation today. Mercury and Pluto
square off, emphasizing the
extremes. It's healthy and
creative to think about what
would occur if a situation
were taken to the limit.
Express your concerns, but
be careful to do so in the
most political correct way
possible

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(March 1). Give your all
this year, and you won't be
disappointed. Romance is a
joy once you're over that
one issue — make a point
to clear it up so you can spend your
spring in love! A powerful friend
helps you find career luck and ad-
vancement in June. Education is
essential and worth the cost. Con-
necting with a Leo or Capricon is
especially beneficial.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Dress like you know your role in life
is important. You're going to need all
the respect you can command to
make today run smoothly. Other-
wise, you wind up waiting needless-
ly for what you deserve to have right
now.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
There’s a temptation to throw your
money after something that money
just can't buy. Think: More art/less
commerce, more ideas/fewer things,
more attention/less convenience. A
Virgo's advice will help.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
‘You earn points by simply refusing
to give in to the bad social habits
that pervade our society. Call people
back promptly, and show up where
you say you'll be. Success-bound
Geminis must leam to make good
on their word.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Healthy relationships are a product
of consistent behavior. Resolve
small differences, or let them go. If
you practice this pattern consistent-
ly, maybe the big differences won't
materialize at all.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Comput-
ers go down, communication lines
get crossed, and important details

4

Holiday

are dropped at inopportune mo-
ments. But don't wait until everything
is working properly to move forward.
There may never be such a circum-

stance.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Mental expansion is the
way to self-improvement.
Besides, education is a
real bargain. You'd be
surprised at how experts
have time for someone
just leamning if the student
is humble and willing.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). You proba-
bly still feel that your
energy is being drained
by something you face
daily. Setting a new goal
will solve the problem —
preferably something big. Big goals
provide their own energy source.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
The concept of surrender continues
to be atheme. A key relationship is
growing in power, practically absorb-
ing you. You actually start making
decisions that automatically give
strength to the bond

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). There’s something to be said
for micromanagement today. At
least it increases self-awareness.
Each task you perform, regardless
of how small it may seem, is a step
toward or away from your purpose.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Seize the chance to build a
better working relationship with
someone you see daily. You won't
be pulled to the next step on your
career ladder. Rather, you'll be lifted
into position by those beside and
below you

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Cash could fly from your pockets
now. Earth-sign energy is crucial for
making sound financial arrange-
ments and being all-around fiscally
sawvy. So seek deals and/or advice
from a Virgo, Taurus or Capricomn.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
The road has blocks, but you refuse
to sit and wait for them to be lifted.
You're taking the detour. With a few
tweaks, your plan will work, and you
can prove it. Continue to be brightly
hopeful.

Mathis

Creators Syndicate
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Foxtrot
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across
1 Numbers racket?
5 Diamond club
8 Shot, for short
12 “Hi, sailor!”
13 “This tastes
terrible!”
14 Combine resources
15 Scout gathering
17 Parliamentarian
18 Hurry
19 Rings up
21 Changed the bulb
24 Astringent
25 On the rocks
26 Beach gathering
30 To and —
31 “.. calm, —
bright”
32 Retainer
33 Official gathering
35 Shoppers’ mecca
36 “— and Michele's
High School
Reunion”
37 Keeps

Down
1 Army rank (abbr.)
2 “Eureka!”
3 Male turkey
4 Composite
5 Set fire to
6 Succumb to time
7 Rainy Spanish
area?
8 Poise
9 Apollo destination
10 Oliver Twist's
request
11 Automaker
Ransom Eli —
16 Umpire’s call
20 Doesn't know the
words?
21 Jazz phrase
22 Beige
23 Author Uris
24 Metallic mix

26 Meteorologist's
subjects

27 Somewhere out
there

28 lodine source

29 Morays

31 Teensy bit

34 Support of
a sort

35 Sweet Spanish
wine

37 Upper limit

38 Sir's counterpart

39 Competent

40 Puzzle’s center?

41 Injury

44 Geological
period

45 Roulette bet

46 Lincoln offspring

47 Mos. add up to
them

Answer to Previous Puzzle

B

38 Money (S1.)
41 Actor Holbrook
42 Lend a hand

ElEEE

43
gathering

48 Guinness or
Baldwin

49 Make a goof

50 Equipment

51 Network

52 America's Uncle

53 Sums
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT WOULD SOME
MEAN GUYS CALL A TECHNOLOGICALLY
CHALLENGED PERSON? A NINCOMPUTER.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: O equals M
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Be wary of strangers at the door

Dear Abby: You printed a
letter from “Better Safe Than
Sorry,” a woman who was reluc-
tant to open her door to solici-
tors. Her husband insisted that if
she didn’t open the door and
respond face-to-face, she was
being rude. You advised that no
rule of etiquette demands
a person open the door to
a stranger, and the way
to avoid “buying” any-
thing is to not listen fo
the pitch.

T'd like to share what a
police officer told us at
our community watch
meeting. He said that
burglars often knock on
doors to see if anyone is
home. The way to handle
a stranger at the door is
to say loudly, “Honey, Tll
getit,” then ask through the
door, “Who is it?” Even if no one
is with you, it gives the impres-
sion that you're not alone and
vulnerable.

— Helpful Advice

Dear Abby

From Plano, Texas
Dear Helpful: Thank you. I
heard from many readers who
also pointed out that a stranger
at the door could be a criminal
“casing the joint,” or a prelude to
a home invasion and assault.

Dear Abby: while
attending school at the
University of Califor-
nia in San Diego in the
late ’80s, I was work-
ing on a report at the
home of a classmate.
One of his roommates
answered the door to a
couple of solicitors for
so-called cheap maga-
zine subscriptions.
Once the door was
opened, the “sales-
men” pulled out weapons, tied
us up, and robbed us of money
and valuables. Dangerous? I'll
say. I had a shotgun pointed at
the back of my head.
— John M.,

Newport Beach, Calif.
Dear John M.: It could have
been worse. Read on:

Dear Abby: WhenIwas12,a
neighbor who lived only two
doors down was severely beaten
and raped after she “politely”
opened her door to a stranger.
She was lucky the man didn’t kill
her.

T used to have a “No Soliciting”
sign on my door, but I continued
to be bothered so I changed it.
Now I have one that reads,
“Don’t sell me anything, give me
anything, leave me anything or
offer me anything. If you don’t
know me or my family, don’t
knock on my door and bother
us!”

— Anna in Bakersfield

Dear Anna: I'd say you've
covered all your bases.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Varying views on Viagra letter

Dear Annie: 1needto Annie’s M

comment on the letter
from “Married to the Old
Goat in Virginia,” whose
70-year-old husband
returned home with a
prescription for Viagra.
She was upset that she’d
had no input into this
decision. However, this
misses a much larger,
often overlooked issue.

Anytime one is pre-
scribed a drug to treat
erectile dysfunction, it should be
accompanied by safer-sex educa-
tion. Post-menopausal women
think they don’t need to use a
condom since pregnancy is not
an issue, but there has been an
alarming increase in HIV infec-
tion in older people since these
drugs became available.

The Canadian AIDS Society
notes that 12 percent of all new
HIV infections in Canada in the
first half of 2003 were in the
50-plus age group. Thank you for
the opportunity to share this vital
information with your readers.

— Richard S. Ferri, Ph.D., ANP,
ACRN, FAAN,
Provincetown, Mass.

Dear Dr. Ferri: We appreciate

your pointing out that everyone

ox 7eeds to be careful

Our readers were up in
arms over this subject.
Here's a sampling:
From Omaha,
Neb.: My 55-year-old
husband went in for his
physical, and his doc-
tor asked him if he
wanted Viagra. There
was no discussion of
need. I think physi-
cians do this because of
perks from drug compa-
nies. I knew of a man who got
'Viagra samples so he could mo-
lest children. Doctors should not
be offering it like candy.

Arizona: This woman sounds
like she leads a dreary life and
loves it. When I mentioned Via-
gra to my wife, her response was
“Go get it!” She is 69, and I am
70.

Louisville, Ky.: My hus-
band, age 64, got a prescription
for Viagra. I didn’t know about it
for three months, but he told his
girlfriend right away.

Midwest: rm s6, and my

husband suffers from erectile
dysfunction.

1 got up the nerve to ask him
about it, hoping he’d speak to his
doctor. Instead, he told me he
wasn't interested in sex any-
more. I can’t force him to try
Viagra, so I am left out of his
decision, which affects two peo-
ple and a marriage.

Florida: My husband often
talked about getting Viagra, and
1 kept saying he didn’t need it. At
76, he has the stamina of a
35-year-old. Still, he came home
with Viagra and asked to try it
out. I have to say, don’t knock it
until you've tried it!

Colorado: poes that old
biddy ask his permission to color
her hair or use cosmetics to
enhance her self-esteem? I would
no more allow my wife to decide
about my sexual dysfunction
than I would give up reading
glasses for her.

cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.
Creators Syndicate
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
J U M -B L by Henri Amold and Mike Argirion
.
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

DUNOB

He lasted less
than 2 minutes.

©2005 Tribune Media
A Rights Resenved

ervices, Inc

HOONN

GINANA

GRAFETI

Dennis the Menace

HOW LONG DID

90 O] THE CHALLENGER
S LAST AGAINST
- THE CHAMP?

Now arrange the circled letters to

DURECE
form the surprise answer, as

OHOON
A A by the above cartoon,
Y Y Y Y YA Y Y Y "
000000100000
(Answers tomorrow)
umbles: USURY ~ DOUBT  WINTRY  MISFIT

J
Answer:  When touring Germany, the ulcer sufferer
took a — TURN FOR THE “WURST"

Yesterday's

Family Circus

2005 Bl Keane. Inc
Dt by ¥ing Featres Syn
ww familycircus com

“When you’re drawin’ me, Daddy,
remember | get taller every day.”

T

©Gary Larson

*TEACHER SAD THE SCHOOL HAS A NEW TRES
CODE, BUT T'LL NEVER PUTONE ONt"

The Far Side

NO, WE'RE BREAKING /.

NeUNE GOT A NORL STpBLE
| eCTIRE MENT 2¥sTEM VERE

Non Sequitur
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CALL TODAY 0700-00-BRACES(272237)

“Weskend & Evening Appointments Available

Internet Services

Pifnet
2R call s 06221750050
B rux us: a1 Ts00SES i
) il poclicnSpfars om
[ ———
INTRHRNET ACCESS
——= Www.greennet.de
/ b\ 8\ DSL Fiat Rate €29.90Fm
v Unlimited Time & Volume or
{L Internet Dial Up Connection
- Phone: 06731-2348

What's your scene?

SUroRT I ENGLISH

STARSMSTRI PES.

Buy Stripes this Sunday and
every Sunday to get your scene!

Travel Agencies 1002
1
US Discount A
= = rovel HoMESIcK
e b
* RECIPE?
Erom Germany o USA or USA ip Gemang/Roundiin
ATLANTA March Departures’ € 348 incl. Tax
DALLAS ares SRS € 344 incl, Tax
LOSANGELES Armamiatis € 429 inol. Tax
CHICAGO ey € 349 incl. Tax

ST. LOUIS, . € 359 incl. Tax

Call toll-free 0800 FLY 2 USA
| o-Fr 9am-10pm + Sa-Su 10am-Gpm__
Heidelbarg
s

Discounted Seats to
the States still available!

Call toll free 0800-5878359
.
T

Vie are offering
‘special Winter fares fares!
Ed @ week
from 8am-T0pm

Werld of

Tul

Mo - Fr 09:00 - 18:00
$a 09:00-13.00

A new company meeting
all your airline travel needs.
Opening hours Mo-SA from 8am - 6pm

For Reservations Call: 06781 50 82 759

Super Specials World Wide
Al Airlirves
Sn!:ialllv Mil'lm'yF'ns
mund the World

can"?hnsune 0620227062

Qi [ifi_Military Travel International | Travel International
Over a million airfares worldwide

forprivate partycustomers

Long Distance
Service 660
ign Up and get a *Free
800 Number from the US!
THE Lowest Phone Rates to the U&AM& States)
Buy
Stripes this
. KUWAIT Cell:  20c
Y Via DSN Optr:  5.9¢
and every SPAIN: 7.9¢c
Sund: PORTUGAL: 9.9¢
unday to ||| TYRKEY: 29¢
get your Fast, Easy Sign Up 24 hrs!
scene! Credit Card! US Bank Debit!
fternized Monthiy Biing!
24/7 Live Custormer Suppord
0-800-1826-224
800-872-252
Spain 900-961-539
US Direct | 1-402-392-7513
E-mail | info@militel.net
STAR&;STRIPES Financial Services

LOANS

Active Duty & Retired Military GS-5 & Above
Call-Fax-Email for IMMEDIATE SERVICE
- $15,000

USIL.OANS

T For E-Z Online Service, Visit Our Website at

‘SPECIALZING IN PCS
Y WONES
Woro-Wioe

Ship

srweron e e

www.! oans.cc

Tel. (049) 06371-17223 or Fax 06371-2633

E-Mail: USLoanRamstein@:

Toll Free Tel. 0800-USLOANS (87

Hours: Mon-Fri 0900-1800- Saturday's by appointment
Lesig Aern Wi Lorgors

LOANS

] Worldwide Loan Services for active

WITHOUT STRESS!
VContainers
SA

Vit o wabsite o

INTERGLOBAL Shipping GmbH
Specialized smw;mg toffrom

uschold Goods Persancl Selongigs

Autos,

mlo@m(ergloba\shlppmg de

U.S Military. Call toll free:

Germany 080Dyesioan Italy/ Belgium 00300yesioans
day USA 167Tomaiusa  or go to wwwyesomni.com

e US & Canadal

www.mfitravel.de

L wwwmfitravelde |
DISCOUNT FLIGHTS

Germany to/from U.S.A. - Payment Plan

OW www.flyusave.com
Travel Center

ph: 0180-5007427

Il
Standard Issue Meets A New Standard
estripes.osd.mil
STARSASTRPES

wwwi.nterglobalshipping.de
Tel (0421) 340650 Fax (0421)340 6565 o
- RS \omar s
Call 06181-906690 i
) Mon-Fi9am.- g oSt 11 gm. - 2pm Tax Assistance TR J

Instant Money.

with your taxes and
refund anticipation loan

get Instant Money to

Can Your Tax Guy
Get Money This Fast?

With Instant Money, you can walk in
walk out with a

Yourtak gy tha st Come nand

reid Advoes
Pruper:y in Germany

*Usa your

hausing allowance

= High quality
townhouses on

lats in the Heidelberg area.

check.ls

financial fresdom taday |

Phone: 0621127 12 58
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

_udverhse w:fh STR]PES CLASSIF!ED .

CONTACT STRIPES TO PLACE AN AD
FREE AD Guidelines 24 hour e-mail & fax service

E-mail; freeads@mail.estripes.osd.mil
Fax: (49) 06155-601-376 DS 345-8374

International Address
Stripes European Stars & Stripes
"“E n?.nm..t S Rt g
AE Postfach 1330, 64345 Griesheim

Toll Free USA: 1-877-751-8352

INFORMATION ON COMMERCIAL RATES
Your Nama: i I Chv: (49) 06155 601212 or DSN : 349-8212
Adeoss: Doy Phanat:
A | T I TR | .
I PSS ! PRSI I no,
STARSK%STRIPES.
:  — - - I ! Your Hometown Newspaper
I
Announcements 040 _ | Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Sport Utilty Vehicle 172 _ | Home Electronics 570 | Pets 820 | Jobs Offered 630
ermany 142_| - Germany 142
ol Qb e G | B s (B, compicte e ?i'ﬁéeﬂgéfelzrr'li&" “e‘“z'"wf!m
BUW %251 02 22k mioe S | Opel Astra (01 Gonverie | dfe iy o Tow mics, | U3 47500, cal 01733760 56 | i emigen  Sd06,
TR M | honghet 1 XY b | OGS St 600567
S257085 1517624544755 | Hsure 1580507 £ 18500, call | 19U2U Rodeo 00 red excetent S pomm—— MTC TECHNOLOGIES
tiinimanmd @yat Fel. 0170-5964449 agpiton. Tl logdd, Sivoch Jewelry 610 iTzu. Pug - French Buldog
v oo oot o e | K Mg, pure”breed pupples, _ ail will have 6 openings in Hohenels, Gormany
BUMW 3281 97 wzwcnnv '"a" Porsche 924 85 Whilblk_int. 3ot Pest Shotsawormed, 01756435474
i g i, na, &8 pfo | G203 Sondion.goman spa | ———>" - L | Engagoment Marause g So uPPLY 65K Euro (572K §85)
tod BENY K 4278 o e g, "Cal | JEEP Liberty ‘04, Spor Vo, 5 | 2taral. Wedding Band Wiap
“7 07‘5‘ 8400 ‘spd, pw,pl, 11K mi, go anw ee A40Carat 2 Mavq 2 Tl 5800 MECHANIC: 36K - 45K Euros (S47K -$59K)
‘Automotive 00| LS ot NPT | Porsene oat o5 Tage. g 255‘«"50 Séééa" g 0TS0 | S RealEstate 850 | {gavy moBie coupwenT MEcHANIC: 36K - 45K Erus (547K -$596)
—_— mm’nm call a%o 2422614 " | many ew %ﬂs'ggfggz;gg“” 3| Nissan Frontier 01, 4x4_ 40K | Person to Person 800 | Apartments and Homes for rent | | TAMMS / ULLS-G MAINTENANGE CLERK: 27K - 30K Euros (S35K -S40K)|

mil Vs, 5 epd. pw, pl. 6 cd, run | TEOON O TOIOO O | Pic" Wiesbaden area piease

Used cars from $700 to $3000 oo, ran Bocds, &bt co Vale 15,500 SUPPLY SPECIALIST / ARMORER/ COM-EL MANTENANCE:
Used cars from $70C e o | 15,500 call Tt 06122-507043
Ispeion  Suarantes, " call s “’“K 1SR S040080 | T8 et g AR | GH, O17OGRESI0 1o ake | o lng Aone, Fomale 30, | ——CAITeL IEOS0TOAS 42K - 47K Euros (S55K -$62K)
cal b7 7Sezais | pely, Bries on fyos 58000 o O™ Bcony . fr fo ey o | | SUPPLY SPECIALST / ARWORER 136 - 45K Erc (7K S55K)
. __call Dan 01787522612 | JE0 fRChom.mi — S S s 11| balony sl o ey o +36K - 45K Euros
Save Time |FTERIE2ETNT Zippolibchen@aolcom | June 1. Kichen. garden, 100
s green, ddr . sunrocl, | Seat Ibiza (00 euro, red, 5 spd. | Auto Parts 180 i AT wiies Cal GR35y 3398685

Save Money ‘seféhe' 1527551380 ag‘:ﬁ( f o, o abs, angrerhin: Salry willbe pid in Eur

; No relocation pai

Meet New Friends > B0 SoONS T | oy oy coms vour 2 (Pl B0 R For ob descrption, requirements,and to apply
Discount wpuk m\s\ea Grgiywha k‘\keathel Toyota, Gorolla, 99 German | 10815 $500, four i oy Religious Activities 871 visit our website at:
Sales-Coupons 'ETQKF:WTelg v Vi T w'}m m@gﬂ;ﬁw‘ Eioiuels <l 'h"“;gajek"‘ﬁ"s‘sﬂ e Church of Christ hitp://www.mtctechnologies.com/careers_openings.cfm
W 850 G103, US ‘v erapme o " chacking nvenien! 1o Wiesbaden,
0+ B Lot e S ton | Child Care Offered 200 | brooaert S omvary 50 | e e [

Proscrasned | Bt St loa® 1o s o5 # ph ot dee,

Volvo V70 04 257 AWD 24 i
S8cebo, callofrodorasss ™ | S sondion’ “Mofeaniine finday. Bible St 100, A

merchants s it VAISAfi ks | English/German/Slowakien | Boxer & Rotwaler puppies

o o to ‘m,cegs‘gggwqfﬁ/ US Spec, 13K | SB5h0 ove cal 841042550 | Speding ey i Dum gy EReRagacmed] Employment Opportunities
can 16 = ca ence. 08-1700 hrs Friedberg 0048 69 265234  or e » v

APO/EPO’s 631190 ST Gl | v meerLE 55 1 gwnor o7 | 5, 051709 s Fredbers | 04870 Vi oureb Ste @

KVABREIE, %! 2aner ¢
o iiows| o il | | Fare Mugtang Cdubvéng?:mvkel R 550 ool Gkos1 Sacita | Experenced Nanny and Pt | French W/%:deog [ Prpere—rve JDIN THE
|| B s B | 17 1S5 25| 160 31 o o Gy | Travel 1000 STARSKHSTRIPES
oo Cove ot Do || Ford probe sa v, sspa. xci | Aut0S for Sale P . TrAMTODAY!
1000+ Links | Zp Code Database SR oDt S . Child Care Wanted 300 | Fi3c), Buldos pup, 8 700, Mini ‘GARMISCH SKIING?
www.oconus.com [l SRR 1 I L [V Dachsturd pup $ 600 short, | totoForsinags Oberaui || Supervisory General Ledger Accountant
— 7&;5%@@24 758 | persene o83 96.c2 ot | oy wariea for 5 yoaroia aur P DBL ocep fee bds, ‘SNBFZ'US‘W)
il $2000, 103, US Spec 1o foageg, | Chid, Enish speaking, exp. | Miniuro Poodlo puppios, wilt | ‘v forshaus-aberau de Salary
Automotive 140 | HRare c520%0: 8 S b memw; metlc ol aded: S0 Engioh sp Call | papers: and. shols. 8450 call forsthaus-oberau.d openne Dy 26,2105
o 3500550

wsaaaeaana\enmev umqekem O BN e S5T0US | 8175 7044421 or 0611 4200406
55

THIKING OF BUYING R | Geii7 2o5ss o 174 317540 Standard | Qualifeat
i 01 GT Loaded andard Issue ualifications:
i miltaryusedcars.com \;7@\emv‘ggspg;gbgwmwm; Buses/Vans/RVs 158 | Computers 360 BA in Accounting or equivalent, which
olgpchnneens T 5 2971272 6389-15206945 ®0 crew Toge 0 oy ! Meets A includes 24 hours of accounting and/or 32
X Mercodes i 28 Sl hours accounting, related courses.
e e S5 i bath g 2 o5t )
— %egwﬂ»w‘«c?m(u = mqo\'ﬁ BB e New Standard
Autos for Sale Ly g r——— —— "y
eredes i 0 o en 10 US clizens Only whoare ot orinary esien
- Germany 142 ﬁ:‘"ﬁ‘;}s&w‘ﬁggg%‘;\ﬁ; Motorcycles 164 800HighTech.com Cren'oca e oty Lo Quarrs alowancs and
p——— L B o e CUSTOM COMPUTERS Tmoving expenses e o auorzed
el i R el gy by estripes.osd.mil
Bt Sopdlon, | SHB BONSHET v | 3000 i 57500, ow To Appl
Automotive 140 |Jobs Offered ouine ‘.m@m“w“x e arm i

‘Send Resume:  European Stars & Stripes,
AF Personnel Office
Uni 2940, 820 AF, 211
Fax Resume:  +49 (0) 6155-601238 (Civilian)
- »mxmwx

Do You Want To Earn $1000 or More?
Contractor position open:
European Stars and Stripes
Daily Bundle Delivery
Pickup: Your Home in Aviano
Drop off: Maniago (Private Home), Area 1,
Area 2,and Flight Line
Delivery Times: 0500 - 0900 Daily
#++*Viehicle with 400Kg payload capacity
Required for this position!!! (SUV or larger)
For more details please call District Manager:
Mark Michanowicz: 348-854-2505
or leave a message: 0444515-358

In Person ipes, Griesheim Kases

Military Ca & st
¥ Fiimienstre Geh 315, G

STARS AND STRI UAL OPPORTUNITY
3 ACCOMODATIONS ARE PROVID
(CANTS WITH DISSAR

1449 (06155 601433207

STARS“JSTRIPES

Homefown Newspaper DSN: 3498433207

Jobs Offered 630
| |

o 54 958 et Pk 500 0 Mt

Do You Want To Earn $1000 or More? Assistant Director for USAF Programs, Logistics and Training
. A W Contractor position open:
it S04 ot European Stars and Stripes Seeking a self starter with 10 years of greater USAF rotary
gl ol iy Daily Bundle Delivery wing experience in ILS and training to lead companies logistics
i e Pickup: _Florence Autostrada Junction and training program for a major USAF procurement. Position
Drop off: Pontesserchio and Camp Darby located in Northern Virginia area.
Delivery Times: 0500 - 0900 Daily
Cabiium 5413 E—— *erVehicle with 400K paylosd capacity Send or fax resume, salary requirements, and availability to:
Required for this position!l Malone
For more details please call District Manager: 2231 Crystal Drive, Suite 1114
i I’ | Mark Michanowicz: 348-854-2505 Arlington, VA 22202
www.milita ryca rsa ES.OTg or leave a message: 0444515-358 Fax number: 703-243-0885
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Tuesday

AFN-Sports, 6 am.—College basketball:
New M;x\coatUNLV

Figure skating:
Four Continents Champlonships (I
n-probasketball Lanan-

ARN-sports & pum-Boxing; Friday Night
Fights, Terry Smith (321-1, 15K0s) vs. Ferne-
Iy Feliz (21-4, 14 KOs), heavyweights (dld).

Wednesday
1 am.—College basketball:

Geurﬁe Wasmn%mn at st Joseph's.
m.-College basketball:

MisGopn . at Adtan
Radio, 1 a.m.—Pro basketball: Sacra-
mento at Charlotie.

s, 3 am.—College basketball:
51910 whiocard gares eans
orts, 9 2.m.

AFN-S, .m.—Pro basketball: Teams
TED (6.

FN-Sports, 12:30 p.m.—Pro- basketball:
Teams T80 did).

FN-Sports, 7 pam._Baseball; EXhibition.

LY. Mets vs. Washing

Alltimes are Central European Time; did in-
dicates delayed broadcast. Al listings are
Subject fo change: Visit www.myafn.etfor
more information.

College basketbal
AP Men’s Top 25 fared

 linots 28:0) Ao Hay. Next: vs. pur-

lay.
o Saralina_ (243) beat Maryland
85,83 Next: ¢ Florida state, Thurs
oston College o
vs,No.18 o Monday:
Qkizhoma State (20-4) 105t o No. 8 Kan-

sas 175 Nexts Texas A&M, Wednesday.

S Kentcky (2 t play. Next: vs.
Tennessee, Wedne

G Wake Forest. B4 beat Virginia 90-68
Next: vs. Georgia Tech, Wednesday.

7. Duke (21-4)did not play. Nt . Miami,

fext:

5 Kansas (21-4) beat No. 4 Odahoma state
81-79. Next: vs. Kansas State, Wednesday.
. Arizona (26:) did not lay. Next: at Ari
zona State, Saturc
10, Michigan State (20-9) lost to Indiana
T874, OF. Next: at Noithwesterm, Wednes-

M, Louisville 24-4)did not play. Next: vs.
No. 21 Charlotte, Thursday.
17, Gonzaga (22-4) did ot play. Next:

Notnern Colorado, Monday.
h (24-4) did not play. Next: vs. San
mego State. saturday.

‘Washington (zz 4) did not play. Next:
at camorma : Thurs

o (74 5) id not play. Next: at

No, 17Cnnnectlcu( atur
o QL) id not play. Ne

e
17, Conecticut (1o- ) did not play. Next:
vs, Seorgetown, Wednes
Eebargn (16-7) i not play. Next: at
College, Mon
32 did ot play. Next: at Cal
Stale ilerion. Thursday.
20 Wisconsin 15 beat Onio State 64-56.
far ay.
NS Charlotte G14 did not play. Next: at
NG, 1 Lousvile, Thursday.
Oklahoma (21-6) did not play. Next: at
Togs Mo
23. v.uamva (19:9 beat. Georgetown
-5 Vs, Seton Hall, Wednesday.
n

5.

5.

No.3 Bosion

esday.
Vada (2-9) did not play. Next at Ha-
wa, Thursdes

Sunday’s men’s scores
EAST
Binghamton 65, Boston U. 48
a Salle 53 Xavier 52, OT

taine 87, Vermont 66
aripshire 76, Stony Brook 66

ew H
Northeastern 70, Albany
i u

t peters 85 Manhattan 64
Hartford 58
Vilanovs 7. Georgetown 56

Clemson 83, Florida st
Fiorida 66, soum Carolma 65

Georgia St. 84, St
Mercer 88, Jacksnnw\le S
North Carolina 85, Maryland 83

Wake Forest 50, Virainia 68

Bowling Green 57, Miami (Ohio) 56

Ind.-Pu , Texas-Pan Amer. 49
ndiana 76, Michigan &, 707

Kansas 81, Oklahoma St. 7
N.Illinois 70, Ball St. 67
Nebraska 76, owa St. 69

W\IhamJewe\l 91, eraceland lova7i

Wiscansin 0, Ohio gt &
Wright St 94, Wis. Green \Bay 80
Rice 80, Haw:
Tulsa g, San lose st.48
UTEP 79, SMU
R WEST
Boise St. 79, Louisiana Tech 75
TOURNAI

NTS
American Southwest Conference

mpionship
Texas-Dallas 73, Mississipol College 55
letic Conference

Champisap
York Pa. T3, Cathehc 62
|Am|l c co
hampions|
5 Marshna\l 0

ference

Ursinus 72, Franl

championchip
Amherst 65, Bates 57

AP Women's Tnp 25 fared

L5 @7-1) beat Fifda 76:52. Next: vs.
T84 SEC fournament, Frida
1 Carolina 77-68.

tournament, Saturd
5 Stanford (262) dld ot piay. Next: vs.
TEA, Pac-10 tournament, Saturday.
4. 0hio State (27-3) beat No. 22 Penn state
-58. Next: Big Ten tournament,Friday,
5 Tannesses (234) beat Alabama 0481,
Nekts v, T8A,SEC tournament, friday,
§ Bayior G5 i n 5.N
14 Texas Tech, Thur:
6 Michigan State (25.3)did not play. Next
vs, T8, g Ten tournament, Fridey.
iih Caolina (243 beat No, 2 Duke
71568 Noxt AGE fouriament s
5o RUDRLS (52,9 1 A0k oy Next: S Vil
anova, Tuesday.
10, Notre Darme 24-4)did ot play. Next: at
Seton Hall, T
T omrecicut i ) did not play. Next
Uesd
DeP: 5 beal Marquette 77-56.
Nkt v ToA, GUSA mumamem Friday.
 play. Nexi: at

ciinosday
15, Georala (21-) 0st to No. 20 Vanderbilt
66:50, OT. Next: SEC tournament, Friday.
& Norih Carolina state (20-9)did not play.
iext: vs. Clemson, Monday.
N Vanderbilt (21-6) beat No. 18 Seorgia
66:59, OT. Next: SEC tournament, Frid
21.lowa state 215 did not lay. Next: vs.

£ate (18:9) lost to_No. 4 Ohio
State 69-58. Next: vs. TBA, Big Ten tourna-
ment, Fri

22, Waryiand 18:) did o ply. Next: vs.
Northern Colorado, Mond

24, Boston Collége 86 did not play.
Next: at St. John's, Tuesday.
onzaga (25-2) did not play. Ne
Portiand, Thursday.

Sunday’s women’s scores

59, Sienast
elaware €. Hotstra
rexel 56, William & Mary 45
uguesne 70, Fordham
eorge washmgmn T asalle 46
aris 55 Rider

gara 60, M:
sttt 26, Macenchusetts 53
t. Peter's 81, lona 64
‘emple 63, Saint Joseph's 46

lorida st. 51, Georgia Tech 49
entucky 73 Arkansas 67
SU 76, Flori

iSsiopi 37, outh  Carolina st

orth Carolina 77, Duke 68

1d Dorninion 52 James Macison 61
cnncsscesé Alabam:

Wiming

2 Commonwealth 62, George Mason 56
Vanderbilt 66, Georgia 5

frainia o7 Wake Toractss

irginia Tec

il 77, Marquette 56
ot g  Michigan 56

Savior 4L sonauemure 43

Houston 61, TCU 52
. Arkansas 82, Civistian Brothers 78, 20T

New Jerse Amle« Conterence

st
Richard stockton 67 Rowan %7

Bryant 47, Frank e
Mass.Lodel o1, AssumpuonS&

e 68, L
SR Rome 15, Sneni 50

ollege baseball

Sunday’s scores

EAST
Lafayette 3-6, Georgetown 0-9
Lehigh at Delaware St., ccd., snow
Stevens 52, Vassar 1.1

Alcorn St. 9-11, Alabama St. 8-1

Appa\acmanSL 2t Florida st, ced, rain
ittle Rock 6, Jackson
25 St 5 Lousiana Mcnmeo
s flon. pod. rain

o mine 5.8 Taseiom 33

Bowiing Green 10, Murray St. 5

ent, Michigan 5, W. Kentucky 1

incinnati 5, Wake Forest

lemson 1

- 1llinois at' Mlss\sslppl St odrain
t Auburi

aiiegh bi of M. Eastern shor, cod. snow
errum 9- esleyan 4-2
a. Gulf Cdast 4‘ sagmaw Valley st.3
ordham 3, Vir
urman

" Goorgia southern 4, Ioinnings
mcagovs Mlch chigan, cod,

! Rentucky 8

Kenucky 1i, Bulfaio 9
iberty 7. Bucknell 4
imestorie 10, Pfei
emorial 7 4 Shio Vauey 46
5 Northwestérn, cod.

/s vs. Northeastern, ppd., rain
Ohols . South

ern
orth Carolina Blrmmghzm Southern 1

utgers at Geor ia
outh Carolina

. llinois at
ennessee Tech CEar\oneS
oledo 2, Louisville
URlEo00s & Norfok st. 5
wealth 13 Sacred Heart 4

OB igh point 5, 12 nnings
Waliiooton s Leo 314 Richard Siockion 1:6
West Alabama 11, Mars Hill 1
William & Mary 5, Radford 4
Wofford , Stony Brooks.

MIDWE
ist 11:3 Wiiam Woods 5-11;

it gameé inning
SRCLods at Cre\gmon ccd cold

Arkansas 4 Minnesota s

LSU 118, Houston 51

Oklahoma 11, W. llinois 2

Qidahoma ciy 5. Lindeniuood 4

Oklahoma St. at C.,ccd. field

Brarieion 5 Jexcs Southers 6

$, Arkansas 15, Missouri Valley &

Youngstown

Toxas, -Arlington 12-5, Texas-Pan Amer. 2-4
exas pan American 42, Texas Arlmg

Texas Tylr 4 Mary Har

Avizonas, UG Riverade
Ba r\or& Arizona St. 7
Galifornia 1, . Mary's,cal. 0

Normdge at Nevada, ced, field
Bayton 11.otte arn
B .26, Chicagost.o

Tulane 7. epperdine &
/ashington St. 7, Hawaii 1
Wichitast 6, HaaliHilo

Aogte Basebal Ciassic
Evansville 5, Washington 4
Diego 5, Evansville 0

an Diego 3, Texas AZM 0
Washingtor L Texas A0 |

N.C.-Wilmington 9, UNC-Greensboro 3, 8 in-

ings, rain
Gras Ball

Marist 7, Miami (Ohio) 5

Louisiana-Lafayette 10, Texas State 1

Lap Leaders: ylc Busch 1, Bickers 2

Kyle Busch 3; G.Biffle Y, 20 za~
R.LaJoie 29-30: M} Kenselh

B Rurt Busth G VTl S ek
63 MKenseth 6466 dwards o166

Belmont 4, llinois St. 2
Lipscomb 10, Boston College 6
Vanderbilt 3, Connecticut 0

e
ocky Mountain Athletic Conference

Regls 4 Metro st 2
2, Colo. 7, NIk Highiands 5
ervice Academies Sy

Navy 6, Indiana 5, 12 innings

Indiana St. 9, Air Force 3

Memphis 7, Missouri 6

throp Tournament
llinois 14, Wagner

Kent St 11, Winthrop 10
fregrass Classic
Ohiost,

V. low:
SR Tneases St Hoy ced rain

Auto racing
Nextel Cup Auto Club 500

At Callfnmla Secdway
2, Calf

Classic

(st: plrem es)
L) e e o
g7k ) Jimmie Johnsan, Chevrolei, 250,

L ‘Kurt Busch, Ford, 250, $208,075.
giky (49) Jamie” McMurtay,”Dodge.” 250,

5. (1 Car\ Edwards, Ford, 250, $125.600.
6. (31) Kevin Harvick, 'Chevrolet, 250,
514881

) Mark Martin, Ford, 250, $116.825.
) ot Saler orc 350, Si41 6.
Ryan Newmari, Dodge, 250, S138,616.
@3) Rusty Wallace,’ Dodge, 250,
$127,383

1(7) Dale Jarrett, Ford, 250, $130,458.

7, 10) Mike Bliss, Cheolet, 250,594 500
oibF L Bonby L Labonte, Chevrolet, 250,
8) Ken Schrader, Dodge, 250, $90,575.
o1k, Y Stering. Wearin, "Oodge, 250,
o . (37) Scott Wimmer, Dodge, 250,
o .'n( 9) Tony Stewart, Chevrolet, 250,
.'(3 ) Sote petty, Dodge, 260, 103933,
o rton,  Chevrolet, - 250,
. 35 Bobby Hailton J. Chevrolet, 250,
1
o 57 @) Brian Vickers, Chevrolet, 250,
2. (16) Casey Mears, Dodge, 249, $104,633.
3. (1) Kyle Busch, Chievrolet, 249, $110,225.
4. (33) Travis Kvapi, Dodge, 249, 591560,
(3509 Mike Wallace, Chevrolet, 245,
6. (6) Matt Kenseth, Ford, 243, 8127.286.
7. 67 eff Green, Dodge, 45,811
o125 Jeremy Mayfeld Socge. 45,
! (24) John Andretti, Ford, 248, $77,950.

eff Gordon, Chevrolet, 246, angine

) J
. 28 J
D keu Lepage, Dodge. 201,877,525
3. (40) Dale Earnnardt . Chevrolet, 237,

! (12) Scott Riggs, Chevrolet, 229, engine
failure, $95,597.
(42 Dave Blaney, Chewrolet, 224
. 25) Robby Gordon, Chevrolet, 222, en-
ine failure, ST

gl
26 1) Terry Labonte, Chevrolet, 216, rear
gear,

) Jason Leffler, Chevrolet, 215, en-
ine  failure, $76,325.
8. (30) Michael Waltrip, Chevrolet, 203, en-
aneh\\ur&,i 03,289,
(4) Joe Nemechek Chevrolet, 180, en-
gmelauure $104,255,

tr
Wis-Miwauiee s Va\para\slﬂ 10 innings
Austin

harleilon Challenge
Towson 5, Le Moyne 4, 10 inning:
Maryland at con ov Char\es(on c:d qain

P
astal Cardlina 14, Rider 2
Homewood suites Shoo
Vg cea.
st Cargling at- The Citadel, prd Cweather
others Cal
James Madtsons, ben
Timnassee’s Gecrie Mason 4

ige, 167, accident,

Martin 108; . Nemechek
144; ). Nemechek 145160

TS rer

M.Martin 161; JJohnson 162-165; J
echek 166-177; CEdwards 178-193: K Harvick
194-203; MM;\! 204 KHarvick 205-217;

Kt Busch 218227 CBIFE 25250
Point Busch, 340. 2.
JJohnsor in, 3014, CEd-
e dadier 275,

vards, 37,56 Bl'ﬂe 273 a
TS 268.8. R, e, 268. 9. S Mariin,
T30 Sordon, 256.

Chrysler Classic
Sunday
/At Omni Tucson National Golf Resort & Spa
Tucson, Ariz.
Purse: 53 ‘million

Yardage; ards; Par: 72
-won hai of playol
Geoff Ogilvy, $540,000 65-66-67-71-269 -
Calcavecchia, $264,00064-65-71-69—269 -
evin Na, $2 269 -
teve stricker, S1. 270 -
oug Barron, $120,000 271 -
Baddeley, $100; 273 -
iy Maylr $106.500 277 -

eiberger, $100; -66-68-71—272 -
utherland, 567, 7
. Olazabal, $67,125
evin Stadler, $67,125
dd Fischer, $67,125
Briggs, $67,125
joe Ogilvie, $67,125
ucas Glover, $67,125
arron Stiles, $67,125 273 -
rian Gay, $45,0 272 -
Tanaka, $45,0 E
avin Coles, $45.000  66-65-71-72—274
orey Pavin, $32.500 275 -
ed Purdy, $32.50 706571275 -
rett Wetterich, $32,500 275 -
raig Bowden, $32.50 275 -
Oberholser, $32.500 275 -
schewski, $32. 275 -
rjun Atwal, $21,300 276 -
i Rolins, $21.30 276 -
ent Jones, $21,301 276 -
ob Estes, $21.300 276 -
im Carter, $21,300 276 -
.J. Trahar, $21.300 276 -
mar Uresti, $21,3( -71-68—276 -
Simpson, $15,514.29 69-70-67-71-217 -
 Ssherrer 1851430 Greor. 7113717 -
277 -
7
277 -
277 -
7
278 -
278 -
278 -
278 -
278 -
278 -
stehanTc\ede 5516 279 -

0b Tway, $8.3
Davig Fros, $3316
b Burns, $8.316
teve Allan, 58,316 -
arl Paulson, $7.290 280 -
ndrew Magee, §7.200 280 -
0 Van Pelt, §6. 281 -
ario Tiziai, 36,980 281 -
reg Owen, 56,950 281 -
icky Pride, 56,780 28
on Portie S61%0 280 -
atne 71-282
fchac! Allen, sssnn 283 -
n Bohn, 56, 283 -
an Forsmal, B0 S -
is, 56,450 284 -
Tondan jones: $550 284 -
ob Rashiel, $6,300 -68-71-75-285 -
otah Begay Il $6.300 265 -
len Day, $6,300 285 -
arretthhsJ@lSn 286 -
f Hart, S6,1 286
yan Di\{on 289 +
LB Hreetnan 50000 290 +:

ek (zl) Ricky Rudd, Ford, 145, engine fail-
ure, $102.894.

43.(34) Randy Lajoie, Chevrolet, 47, trans-
mission,S75
3, @)l Elliott, Dodge, 23, accident,

Race Statistics.
‘Time of Race: 3 hours, 34 minutes, 45 sec-
onds.

of Victory: 0231 Seconds.
Wingor 2 Averags Spead: 135657 mph.
Caution Flags: Seven for 40 lap

mong 14 drivers.

American League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES—Agreed to_ ter
Wit GF Larry ciabi. OF V3 Majewskl KA
John Mai ron Rakers, LHPMatt
Riley, C Eli Whiteside and 18 Walter Young
onore’year contracts,

ST. LouIs CARDINALS - Adreed to terms
with Jason lsringhausenon - a
three-year contra

SASKETBA
National Backetball Association
- Miawi HEAT piaced G Steve smith on the

urca fate
N[W 'VORK KNICKS—Signed C Jackie But-

A e T Aoeay aremdent
and general manager.
TBALL
National Foottell s

CHICAGO BEARS- Agreed to. terms with
WR Mham Mubammadon a sixyenr con:

CLEVELAND BROWNS—Named Rip Scherer
quarterbacks coach and Bob Trott defensive

_ SOCCEl
Major L
DEPORTIVO

tonio de la Torre and F Jamil Walker

HARDING —Narmed Tim
etball coach

Kirby women's bas:

—Named Mike Lonergan men's
baskethall Conth SHette b the ard oFhe
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Walker shoots from hip, lip in Celtics’ win

Boston is first Eastern team to beat Suns at home

BY BOB BAUM
The Associated Press

PHOENIX — In case Boston fans might
have forgotten, Antoine Walker likes to
shoot.

In his second game back with the Celt-
ics, Walker put up 32 shots, and made 12 of
them, in a 33-point performance to help
Boston become the first Eastern Confer-
ence team to win in Pheonix this season
with an intense 120-113 overtime victory
against the short-handed Suns.

The Suns were without Steve Nash for
the third straight game with a sore ham-
string, and Amare Stoudemire fouled out
with 847 to play in regulation.

It was a wild night with seven lechmcdl
fouls in the first quarter,
trash-talking and Mike D‘Antom 'S f'rsl
ejection as the Suns’ coach.

“[Referee] Bob Delaney said something
to me I thought was great,” Boston coach
Doc Rivers said. “He said ‘T would rather
ref more games like this than games where
guys show no intensity.’ This to me is the
way games should be, where guys are at
high intensity. There were a couple of
times both teams went over, but I would
love every single game like this. This is
what basketball should be.

Delonte West added 19 points, including
the three-pointer that gave Boston the lead
for good at 111-109 with 1:56 left. Paul
Pierce added 25 points for the Celtics.

Walker was an imposing presence in the
middle.

“The first thing Doc told me when I got
here was be aggressive,” Walker said. “I
missed some chippies in there, but I felt
good. I mean, I'm getting the ball in the
post As I continue to play Wth these guys,
we're only going to get better.”

Despite his early exit, Stoudemire
scored 27 for the Suns. Shawn Marion had
15 points and a career-high 20 rebound:
Joe Johnson scored 21 points — including
ahalf-court three-pointer at the third-quar-
ter buzzer — and Leandro Barbosa added
18 for Phoenix.

D’Antoni was ejected with 19.9 seconds
to play after he got into a shouting match
with Pierce when the Boston star was at
the foul line. Pierce had mimicked Richard-
son’s two-fist to the forehead motion that
the Suns’ shooter makes after a 3-pointer.

“People don’t understand what the game
of basketball is all about,” Pierce said. “It's
a physical war, but people don’t under-
stand the psychology of the game. I was
just trying to get my team fired up, get our
emotions into our game, and we respond-

ed.”

D’Antoni thought his team, at 43-14 and
just percentage points behmd San Antonio
for best record in the league, was too
caught up in the trash- lalking with a team
that just climbed over .5

“We responded, and we shouldn 't doit,”

D’Antoni said. “We’re the best team in the
league. We have the best record, and we re-
sponded to a sub-par team. That’s our
fault, and that’s our lack of focus, a lack of
“Just say what you want.” We just fell into
kind of a trap.”

Phoenix had won the first two without
Nash, but coming off a 124-123 victory in
Dallas on Saturday night, they couldn’t
hold off the remodeled Celtics, 2-0 since
the trade that brought Walker back to Bos-
ton on Thursday. It was the Suns’ first loss
in 13 games at home against Eastern Con-
ference team:

Even w1thout its two biggest stars, Phoe-
nix rallied to send the game into overtime.

Marion’s rebound basket tied it at 100,
then Pierce threw the ball away and Quen-
tin Richardson scored on a layup to give
the Suns their first lead of the second half,
102-100, with 2:14 to play.

After another Boston turnover, Richard-
son rebounded his miss for a basket to put
Phoenix ahead 104-100 with 2:10 left.

Walker 's left-handed hook tied it at 104

1:20 to go, then Marion made a short
_]umper and Pierce’s two free throws tied
it at 106 with 36.6 seconds remaining.

Johnson threw up an air ball under pres-
sure, Walker missed from inside and the
fourth quarter ended.

After West's three-pointer, Ricky Davis
— who scored 16 points — made two free
throws, then Walker scored inside to make
it 115-110 with a minute to go.

Forward Antoine Walker scored a game-high
33 points in Boston's win in Phoenix.

“We just ran out of juice,” Marion said.

Seven technicals were called in a 2:31
span in the first quarter. A double-techni-
cal went against Pierce and Richardson
with 7:03 to play, then came a whopping
quadruple technical after a pileup under
the Celtics’ basket involving West and
Walker of Boston, and Stoudemire and
Johnson for Phoenix.

In between, Kendrick Perkins got one
for comments he made from the Boston
bench.
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Arenas cries foul when Kings get winning call

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — With the
game tied, Cuttino Mobley made
a spin move in the lane and drew
a foul on Gilbert Arenas with 1.5
seconds remaining.  Arenas
grabbed the ball, took it to the cen-
ter circle and threw it against the
other backboard in frustration.

No technical was called, but the
Kings didn’t need it. Mobley
made the free throws to give the
Sacramento Kings a 110-108 victo-
ry over the Washington Wizards
on Sunday night, leaving Arenas
to wonder where the fouls were
when he was driving to the basket
throughout the game.

Arenas matched his career
high with 43 points, topping Mike
Bibby’s 38 for Sacramento. Are-
nas made 16 of 32 field goals —in-
cluding seven of 11 three-point-
ers — in his fourth 40-point game
of the season, but he was upset
that he had just seven free-throw
attempts.

“I don’t understand it some-
times,” Arenas said. “I probably
drive the lane as strong as any-
body in the league, and I don’t get
the same calls anybody gets, like
an Iverson, who can shoot 26 free
throws a night. Because he’s lit-
tle, he gets hit. Because I'm big-
ger, when I get hit, they don’t do
anything with it. But I guess I've
got to get more years in the
league to get that call.”

As for his foul on Mobley, Are-
nas said: “It's not one of those
calls you make when 1 drove the
ball 10 times and he did the same
thing to me and you don’t call
those. It's one second left, you let
that go. Let’s go to overtime.”

Bibby made 13 of 23 shots, in-
cluding five of nine from
three-point range, and seven of
eight free throws for the Kings,
who are 2-1 midway through a
six-game road trip. Mobley
scored 18 points, and Brad Miller
had 12 points and 10 rebounds.
Sacramento improved to 2-0 —
both decided in the last two sec-
onds — since welcoming three

)

Roundup

new players obtained in the Chris
Webber trade.

“It really gives us a boost be-
cause we were struggling,” coach
Rick Adelman said. “We lost a lot
of close games before the trade.
Winning these two is a huge boost.
But in this league, you've got to
back it up now. You've got to keep
going on this trip. This just gives
us a little momentum while we're
trying to get organized.”

While the Kings are adjusting
to life with new faces Corliss Will-
jamson, Kenny Thomas and
Brian Skinner — obtained last
week from Philadelphia for Web-
ber, Matt Barnes and Michael
Bradley — the Wizards' lineup
looked almost as new as Sacra-
mento’s. Kwame Brown started
for the first time this season be-
cause of an injury to Jared Jef-
fries and had 10 points and 10 re-
bounds. Steve Blake scored a sea-
son-high 17 points in a sea-
son-high 34 minutes after Jarvis
Hayes left the game in the second
quarter with tendinitis in his right

knee.

The Wizards also played with-
out point guard Larry Hughes,
who had targeted Sunday’s game
for his return from a fractured
right thumb. Hughes decided to
sit out after having another set of
X-rays just before tip-off.

In addition, Antawn Jamison
had a rare off night, making three
of 15 shots and scoring only seven
points. The Wizards also strug-
gled from the line, making just 18
of 33 free throws, crucial misses
in a game that included 18 ties
and 15 lead changes.

Washington has lost five of its
past six and had a five-game
home winning streak snapped.

Nets 104, Cavaliers 98: Vince
Carter had 34 points and 11 re-
bounds to help New Jersey win at

home after
21-point lead.

Jason Kidd had 14 points, 12 as-
sists and eight rebounds as the
Nets sent LeBron James and the
Cavaliers to their sixth straight
road loss.

James, who didn’t take a shot
until late in the first quarter, had
28 points and seven assists.

Nuggets 94, Hornets 93: Car-
melo Anthony scored 17 of his 31
points in the fourth quarter to
help the Nuggets overcome an
11-point deficit in the final 10 min-
utes on the road.

Dan Dickau led New Orleans
with 22 points.

Timberwolves 91, Trail Blaz-
ers 83: At Portland, Ore., Latrell
Sprewell scored 27 points, includ-
ing a go-ahead three-pointer with
just more than a minute left.

Nick Van Exel scored 26 points
for the Blazers, who have lost six
of their last elght

Raptors 108, Lakers 102: At
Toronto, Jalen Rose scored 26
points, including eight straight
late in the fourth quarter, to help
the Raptors extended their win-
ning streak to three games.

Kobe Bryant had 31 points for
the Lakers, who have lost two
straight following a season-high
three-game win streak.

Bucks 99, SuperSonics 73:
Michael Redd scored 35 points to
lead the Bucks in Ray Allen’s re-
turn to Milwaukee.

Allen, a fan favorite for more
than six seasons with Milwaukee,
scored 16 points for Seattle in his
first game at the Bradley Center
since being traded two years ago.

Jazz 99, Rockets 92: At Hous-
ton, Matt Harpring scored 28
points, and Raja Bell added 21 for

tah.

squandering  a

Tracy McGrady scored 23
points to lead the Rockets, who
have dropped three slralght after
winning eight in a row.

Pistons 94, Warriors 88: Tay-
shaun Prince had 23 points to
help ruin Baron Davis' home
debut as a Warrior.

Wizards guard Gilbert Arenas shoots between Kings Mike Bibby (10)
and Eddie House (50) during the second quarter on Sunday.

Davis, acquired in a trade with
New Orleans on Thursday, didn’t
start and finished with 10 points
and eight assists in 29 minutes.

Rasheed Wallace had 17 points
and nine rebounds for the Pis-
tons, who won for the 12th time in
13 games.

Clippers 111, Hawks 104:
Corey Maggette scored 25 points
to help the Clippers send Atlanta
to its 19th consecutive road loss.

Bobby Simmons finished with
24 points for the Clippers, who
have won two straight since a sea-
son-worst ~ eight-game losing
streak.

Wade, Joneses’ threes lift Shaqg-less Heat

Heat guard Dwyane Wade, left, scores in
the third quarter as Orlando Magic’s Steve
Francis (3) looks on in Orlando, Fla.

BY MARK LONG

The Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — The Miami Heat are

doing just fine without Shaquille O'Neal.

wyane Wade scored 28 points, Eddie
Jones added 24 and the Heat beat the Or-
lando Magic for a second straight day,
112-103 Sunday night.

The Heat won both contests without
O'Neal, who sat out a fourth consecutive
game with a sprained left knee.

Thanks mostly to Wade, O'Neal was
hardly missed in either game against Or-
lando.

Wade scored 14 of his 25 points in the
final quarter Saturday to lead the Heat toa
101-98 victory in Miami. He drove into the
lane relentlessly Sunday, creating open
shots for his teammates, and finished with
11 assists.

“He put incredible pressure on us defen-
sively to have to come in and shut his pene-
tration down, which freed up their shoot-
ers on the outside,” Magic coach Johnny
Davis said. “It made us a little late getting
out to contest shots.”

e Heat had a season-high 11
three-pointers, including four by Eddie
Jones and six by Damon Jones.

“Their three-point shooting was phenom-
enal tonight,” Magic guard Steve Francis
said. “The Jones boys hit, like, I don’t know
how many threes. That’s what hurt us. We
couldn’t get out on them. I haven’t seen
them hit like that all year.”

Grant Hill led the Magic with 34 points,
while Francis added 22 points and seven as-
sists. But they got little help.

Wade, meanwhile, got plenty. The Jone-
ses came up big in the fourth.

Wade opened the final period with con-
secutive jumpers, then Eddie Jones scored
12 straight points for Miami. He hit two
three-pointers, a jumper, a reverse layup
and two free throws.

“Eddie is still a very capable guy. We
Jjust don’t give him a lot of looks this year,”
Heat coach Stan Van Gundy said. “He’s as.
good a third scorer as there is in the
league. That may not show up statistically,
but that’s because of the number of times
we go to our main guys. He showed tonight
Jjust how capable he is if you give him some
chances.”

He added a jumper with less than 4 min-
utes to play that made it 99-93. But the
Magic, who trailed by 16 at the half,

trimmed the lead to 99-97 on Hill's
three-pointer and Hedo Turkoglu’s layup.

Damon Jones answered with his sixth
three-pointer of the night. He finished with
22 points, including a layup with 48.6 sec-
onds to play that made it 108-100.

'he Heat have now won all three meet-
mgs against Orlando this season, and the

Magic — one the NBA’s worst defensive
teams — have shown little signs of being
able to stop them. The Heat have scored
330 points in the three games.

Francis was in a new role for the second
straight game and had similar results.

Francis moved from point guard to shoot-
ing guard before Saturday’s game and
started that one 0-for-6 from the floor. He
was 0-for-7 before making a basket Sunday
and finished just 5-for-16.

“It doesn’t make a difference where Tam
on the court,” Francis said. “I'm not wor-
ried about it.”

The Magic have lost three in a row since
Francis was fined on Feb. 22 for missing
practice.

Orlando looked like it might turn things
around early because of Miami’s slow
start. The Heat trailed 12-4 after the first
4Y> minutes, but Wade’s dunk gave them a
20-18 lead that they never relinquished.
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Crews work on the their cars during the first pit stop in Sunday's
NASCAR Auto Club 500 at Fontana, Calif. Greg Biffle won the race.

Taking a wild ride

Biffle just hangs on to win Sunday’s Auto Club 500
despite an unruly car and late charge by J. Johnson

BY MIKE HARRIS
The Associated Press

FONTANA, Calif. — After test-
ing at California Speedway in Jan-
uary, Greg Biffle had a feeling he
would win the Auto Club 500.

He did — barely.

Biffle, fighting a car that want-
ed to jump out front under him,
somehow held on long enough to
take the checkered flag Sunday in
the second NASCAR Nextel Cup
race of the season.

“I lost all the rear grip there
with three (laps) to go,” Biffle
said as he celebrated his fourth ca-
reer victory. “I just barely
touched the wall, skinned it, two
or three times there at the end
and T was just able to keep it
under me.

“We had the fastest car on the
racetrack, but just not right there
at the end.”

Biffle, who won last year’s sea-
son finale in November, finished
the test on California’s 2-mile
oval with a lot of confidence.

“I had a pretty strong feeling
that we would win out here,” he
said. “Ninety percent of the time
in our sport, the fastest car
doesn’t win the race. Today, I feel
the fastest car won.”

Biffle ran strongly throughout
the 250-lap race, taking the lead
for good on lap 228 and building
an advantage just big enough to
hold off a last-ditch effort by run-
ner-up Jimmie Johnson.

Johnson passed reigning Cup
champion Kurt Busch on the last
lap to take second and came up
just 0.230 seconds — about six
car-lengths — behind the winning
Ford Taurus.

“If we just had another corner,
1 think there would have been a
different outcome to this race,”
Johnson said. “Man, I saw Biffle
hitting the wall and sideways a
few times there at the end and I
could hardly believe he got to the
end. But he had a strong car and
he did a really good job.”

Biffle, who figured the right
combination in the first test of

&/ had a pretty
strong feeling
that we would
win out here.

Ninety percent of
the time in our
sport, the fastest
car doesn’t win

the race. Today, 1
feel the fastest

car won. ¥

Greg Biffle
Auto Club 500 winner

NASCAR’s new aerodynamic
rules, twice came back from as
far down as 30th.

“I had to pass every car and I
earned it,” Biffle said. “That’s
why I freed the car up so much is
because I was back in that traffic.
‘Then, when I got back out front it
was so dang loose that I couldn’t
drive it.

Roush Racing had a great day,
with Biffle winning his fourth
Cup race, reigning series champi-
on Busch finishing third and tak-
ing the series lead by five points
over Johnson, Carl Edwards fifth
and Mark Martin seventh. Matt
Kenseth also ran in the top 10
most of the day, but fell off the
lead lap on lap 234 with a flat tire
and wound up 26th.

The key moment came on lap
218 when Busch, running second,
and Biffle, in fifth, stayed on the
track while leader Kevin Harvick
and most of the other contenders
pitted for tires during the last of
seven caution periods.

Busch faked toward the pits be-
fore driving back onto the track
and taking the lead, with Biffle
just behind. Biffle was able to
drive into the top spot seven laps

after the green flag waved for the
final time.

“It wasn’t a really hard deci-
sion,” Biffle said about staying on
the track. “We only had seven
laps on those tires. Those Good-
year tires they brought here are a
really good compound and it
takes five laps for them to come
in, so we only had a two-lap advan-
tage by pitting.”

Johnson, one of those who
stopped for four tires on lap 218,
was 10th on the restart.

“It worked for them because
the four-tire guys got hung up in
traffic,” he said. “We should have
been able to win that race.”

Busch, off to a strong start after
finishing second to Jeff Gordon in
the Daytona 500, was disappoint-
ed with Sunday’s result.

“You get so close, you just want
to be able to capitalize,” he said.
“I ran so hard at the beginning (of
the last stint), I smoked my tires
and Johnson got us there at the
end.”

Jamie McMurray finished
fourth, followed by Edwards and
Harvick.

This was the first race in which
the Cup cars ran with shortened
rear spoilers and softer tires, an
effort by NASCAR to make the
racing more competitive and
allow more passing by t
away downforce and  putting
more responsibility in the hands
of the drivers.

It also was the first time the
teams had to start the race with
NASCAR holding the cars from
the end of qualifying Saturday
until Sunday morning and allow-
ing only minor adjustments be-
fore the start.

Joe Nemechek appeared to
have the strongest car for much
of the race, leading a race-high 63
laps before his engine blew. Nem-
echek was one of five drivers
using Hendrick Motorsports en-
gines, including Gordon, who had
problems during the race.

Gordon, the defending champi-
on in this race and a three-time
winner in California, was still in
contention when he lost a cylin-
der late. He wound up 30th.

Faulkner, British Open winner in 1951,

The Associated Press

VIRGINIA WATER, England
— Former British Open champi-
on and five-time Ryder Cup golf-
er Max Faulkner has died, the Eu-
ropean PGA Tour said Monday.
He was 88.

Faulkner won the British Open
in 1951 and was on the British
Ryder Cup team that won the title
six years later.

His Open triumph at Royal Por-
trush broke Bobby Locke’s streak
of victories in golf’s oldest major,
but the South African regained
the title in 1952 to make it three in
four years.

Faulkner was the last Briton to
win the Open championship until
Tony Jacklin won the claret jug
18 years later.

Sports briefs

Faulkner also played in five
Ryder Cups, winning only one
point in a foursome in 1949.

Mooney, Immaculata
co-captain, dies at 53

PHILADELPHIA — Maureen
Mooney, co-captain of the Immac-
ulata College team that won the
first national women’s basketball
title in 1972 and repeated in 1973,
has died at 53.

Mooney died Wednesday, the
school said Monday.

Immaculata  defeated West
Chester State 52-48 in 1972 to win

the AIAW title. The Mighty Macs
won three straight titles and were
runners-up in 1975 and '76.

“It was the biggest fluke in the
world that so many talented play-
ers wound up at Immaculata at
the same time,” Mooney said in a
1986 interview. “The one thing
most of us had in common was
that we were used to tough compe-
tition in high school in the Phila-
delphia Catholic League.”

Mooney, of Blue Bell, Pa., was
a financial consultant.

V. Williams upset in first round
DUBAL, United Arab Emirates
— Venus Williams lost in the first
round for the first time in four
years, beaten by Italy’s Silvia Fa-
rina Elia 7-5, 7-6 (6) in the Dubai
Women’s Open on Monday.

Williams’ previous first-round
ouster was to Barbara Schett at
the 2001 French Open. She also
lost her opening match at Mos-
cow in October 2002 to Magdale-
na Maleeva but after a first-round
bye.

Farina Elia had lost all nine of
her previous matches against the
fifth-seeded ~American ~since
1997, but they hadn’t met for al-
most two years.

Former Wimbledon champion
Conchita Martinez and rising Indi-
an star Sania Mirza — the oldest
and youngest players in the draw
— also reached the second round.

Martinez, 32, defeated Shinobu
Asagoe of Japan 6-3, 6-4. The
18-year-old Mirza beat Jelena Ko-
stanic of Croatia 6-7 (2), 6-4, 6-1

dies at 88

and will next face U.S. Open
champion Svetlana Kuznetsova.
The ATP’s Dubai Open ended
Sunday with top-ranked Roger Fe-
derer defeating Ivan Ljubicic.

Former heavyweight champ’s
condition downgraded

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Former
WBA heavyweight champion
Greg Page’s condition has wors-
ened slightly since being admit-
ted to Jewish Hospital last week
with pneumonia and other compli-
cations.

Page, 46, who held the WBA
title for four months in 1984 be-
fore losing in his first defense,
was in serious condition in the in-
tensive care unit on Monday,
Julie Ice, spokeswoman for the
hospital, said.
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Smoltz in line for
Opening Day start

The Associated Press

It looks as if John Smoltz is
going to throw the Atlanta
Braves’ first pitch this season.

After spending the past three
years earning 144 saves as the
Braves’ closer, Smoltz is return-
ing to the starting rotation. And
the way manager Bobby Cox has
set his spring pitching schedule,
Smoltz would be ready to go in
the regular-season opener at Flor-
ida on April 5.

Smoltz, the only player who has
been with the Braves for their en-
tire run of 13 straight division ti-
tles and the 1996 Cy Young
Award winner as a starter, is just
glad to be starting again.

“It doesn’t matter to me,”
Smoltz said Sunday at the Braves’
camp in Kissimmee, Fla. “When-
ever I make my first pitch, it's
going to be an exciting time for
me.”

The only other pitcher who war-
rants consideration for the honor
is Tim Hudson, a former 20-game
winner who pitched on Opening
Day several times for the Oak-
land A’s.

But Hudson is a newcomer in
Atlanta, coming over to the
Braves in an offseason trade. He
wouldn’t even feel comfortable

San Francisco
Giants’ Barry
Bonds hits from
the batting cage
during spring
training in Scotts-
dale, Ariz., Sun-
day. Bonds faced
live pitching for
the first time this
spring from Gi-
ants’ closer Ar-
mando Benitez.

making the Opening-Day start in-
stead of Smoltz.

“Even if they asked me to do
it,” Hudson said, “I wouldn’t want
todoit.”

At Scottsdale, Ariz.,, Barry
Bonds surprised his San Fran-
cisco teammates when he jumped
into the batting cage to take a few
swings against new closer Arman-
do Benitez, just four weeks after
knee surgery.

Bonds faced nine pitches from
Benitez at the Giants’ spring train-
ing stadium in only taking two
swings — hard grounders to the
right side of the infield.

But just being at home plate is
significant progress for the
40-year-old MVP.

“Just to stand in the cage and
track balls was enough for me,
just to show that to my team-
‘mates,” Bonds said.

With several new teammates
on San Francisco’s reloaded ros-
ter, Bonds seems determined to
participate in as many group ac-
tivities as possible leading up to
Thursday’s Cactus League open-
er. He also participated in the
team’s stretching exercises be-

Atlanta Braves pitcher John Smoltz throws batting practice on Thursday in Kissimmee, Fla. After spending
the past three seasons as a closer, Smoltz is returning to the starting rotation and could start Opening Day.

fore a light workout day for the Gi-
ants and played catch in the out-
fiel

“I'm one of those guys that just
tries to keep himself ready for a
game,” Bonds said. “It’s different,
very different, but the good news
is that my leg is coming to ground
sound. The rehab is working, but
Tve still got a lot to do.”

Benitez, who signed with the Gi-
ants as a free agent during the
winter, was startled when his star
teammate stepped into the cage.

He threw Bonds a few fastballs
and one changeup that caused the
slugger to smile.

“I didn’t know he wanted to be
in there,” Benitez said. “He said,
“Why are you throwing me a
changeup? T said, ‘Hey, man, I
have to work a lot on this stuff.’ ”

So why is Bonds’ recovery mov-
ing so quickly?

“Itch,” he said with a laugh.
“The itch to be part of the group.
The itch to be part of your team.”

At Tempe, Ariz., the Angels
right-hander Kelvim Escobar,
who had shoulder stiffness in Jan-
uary, threw off the mound for the
first time and didn’t experience
any soreness. Manager Mike Sci-

800HighTech.com

oscia said earlier in the week that
Escobar likely would drop to the
No. 5 spot in the rotation out of
camp as a precautionary move.

At Jupiter, Fla,, St. Louis Cardi-
nals right-hander Matt Morris
threw his first batting practice
session since having minor shoul-
der surgery in December.

“Matt was very good today, fac-
ing batters for the first time,”
pitching coach Dave Duncan
said.

Ben Sheets, another starter re-
covering from offseason surgery,
threw batting practice at Milwau-
kee's spring training facility in
Phoenix. Sheets had surgery to re-
pair a herniated disk in October.

He’s scheduled to start the
Brewers’ opener April 4 at Pitts-
burgh.

At Vero Beach, Fla, Brad
Penny took another step in his re-
covery from a rare nerve injury
in his right biceps, throwing his
third bullpen session of the
spring for the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers.

“I felt fine,” Penny said. “A lit-
tle more intensity, a few more
pitches — maybe 50-something.”

He threw about 40 pitches Fri-
day.

“He finished up good, he felt
pretty good,” manager Jim Tracy
said. “He doesn’t have any pain.
If he had pain, he wouldn't be
doing what he’s doing. He
wouldn’t be able to do what he’s
doing.”

Penny sustained a rare nerve
injury to his right biceps Aug. 8
that sidelined him for the final
two months of last season and the
playoffs, except for one brief out-
ing. He has been throwing every
other day since last Wednesday
and is scheduled to throw again
Tuesday.

At Bradenton, Fla., Pittsburgh
pitcher Oliver Perez threw off the
mound for the first time since in-
juring his left shoulder by sleep-
ing awkwardly on it earlier this
month.

Perez threw 23 pitches, all fast-
balls, in a five-minute session
held indoors because of heavy
rain.

“T feel so happy and good,”
Perez said. “Everything feels nor-
mal now.”

In Dunedin, Fla, Blue Jays
manager John Gibbons said Cy
Young Award winner Roy Halla-
day will make the first start of the
season for Toronto, against
Tampa Bay April 4.

Matsui not expecting extension soon

The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — Yankees left
fielder Hideki Matsui doesn’t ex-
pect talks on his possible contract
extension to be completed during
spring training.

Arn Tellem, Matsui's agent,
and Yankees general manager
Brian Cashman started negotia-
tions Saturday.

Matsui is due $8 million in
2005, the final season of a $21 mil-
lion, three-year deal. He has a
clause in his contract that re-
quires the Yankees to put him on
waivers unless a new contract is
agreed to by Nov. 15.

“Probably not going to be any-
thing that's going to happen prior
to the beginning of the season,”
Matsui said Sunday. “My original
plan was to play through my three
years and then decide where to go
from there. That was my original
plan when I came here, and that
still is.”

The 30-year-old outfielder was
athree-time MVP in Japan’s Cen-
tral League before joining the
Yankees in 2003. He hit .298 with
31 homers and 108 RBIs last sea-
son after batting .287 with 16 hom-
ers and 106 RBIs in his first sea-
son in New York.
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Toms takes drama out of Match Play final

DiMarco dominated
as compatriot rolls
to easy 6-and-b win

BY BERNIE WILSON
The Associated Press

CARLSBAD, Calif. — The only drama
during the last day of the Match Play
Championship was in the consolation
match.

There certainly wasn’t any in the champi-
onship round. Not the way David Toms
wrapped up an incredible run at La Costa
on Sunday.

Toms had Chris DiMarco whipped even
before lunchtime.

Toms got so far ahead at one point that
they almost didn’t have to make the turn
onto the back nine of the 36-hole final. His
mind began wandering toward what he
would say at the trophy presentation, and
he actually whacked himself on the head to
stop the idle thoughts.

When he sank an 8-foot birdie on the
13th hole, he wrapped up a 6-and-S victory
that earned him $1.3 million. It was his
11th career PGA Tour victory, and first
‘World Golf Championship title.

“It just felt easy at times for me, I
guess,” Toms said. “Not easy to beat my op-
ponent, but the golf in front of me, as far as
the shots and everything. I really felt com-
fortable.”

Toms won a tournament that lacked a
weekend buzz after top seeds Vijay Singh,
Tiger Woods and Phil Mickelson were elim-
inated Friday.

The highest-seeded player still left play-
ing on the weekend was Retief Goosen,
who lost his semifinal match Saturday to
DiMarco, but came back Sunday and beat
Ian Poulter in 20 holes in the consolation
match.

N\ eont
-
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David Toms follows the flight of his tee shot

P
on the par three 12th hole during his champi-

onship match against Chris DiMarco at the World Match Play Championship on Sunday.

Toms merely delivered the most domi-
nant performance in the seven-year histo-
1y of this fickle tournament, winning eight
out of nine holes to put away DiMarco be-
fore lunch, then pouring it on in the after-
noon.

Toms was 9 up at one point and had a
chance to end the match on the 27th hole.
Tournament officials trailed Toms over the
final four holes with the Walter Hagen Tro-
phy and a podium in the cart, waiting to set
up the trophy presentation when the drub-
bing was over.

“That’s the worst beating I've taken for
sure,” DiMarco said.

DiMarco played some of his best golf
when it no longer mattered.

He saved par from thick rough behind
the ninth green, then made three straight
birdies.

Toms said he couldn’t think of a turning
point in his final match.

“This whole round is kind of a blur,” he
said.

His record in the Accenture Match Play
Championship improved to 18-S, second
only to the 21-4 mark by two-time defend-
ing champion Tiger Woods.

It was his 11th career victory on the
PGA Tour and moved Toms up to No. 9 in
the world ranking.

“I've won a few tournaments along the
way, but I never felt this at ease on the golf
course,” Toms said. “Not that it was easy. I
Jjust felt I could hit the shot no matter what
it was. I have no idea how to explain it.”

Toms lost to Woods, 2 and 1, in the final
match two years ago when he fell four
holes down in the morning round and
fought just to extend the match to 35th
hole.

He never gave DiMarco any hope.

DiMareco still looked as though he was in
a state of shock when Toms ended the
match.

“They got a good champion,” said DiMar-
co, whose $750,000 runner-up check was
the largest of his career.

The match was even through nine holes
until Toms went on another tear, making
birdie on five of the next six holes to take a
6-up lead after the morning round, the larg-
est ever.

By then, the sparse gallery at La Costa
knew this was over. At times, it looked as
though DiMarco knew, too.

After winning on the 18th hole in the
first two rounds, Toms simply had no
match the rest of the week — not Mickel-
son, not Scott, not anyone.

He was awesome against Poulter in the
semifinal, going birdie-eagle-eagle to seize
control and hitting every approach over his
final eight holes to within 12 feet.

DiMarco saw highlights Saturday night,
then saw firsthand just how good Toms
was playing.

“I think those are probably two of the
best back-to-back rounds you can see,” Di-
Marco said.

‘Toms felt exactly how Woods has during
some of his big wins.

“When Tiger played his best golf and the
way he made birdies and dominated fields
and made it look easy at times, I guess
maybe that’s what it feels like,” Toms said.
“I could certainly get used to that.”

Australia’s Ogilvy picks up first PGA Tour victory

The Associated Press

TUCSON, Ariz. — Returning to
the course where he made his
PGA Tour debut, Geoff Ogilvy
and the Chrysler Classic of Tuc-
son combined for another first.

Ogilvy won his first title in 108
tour starts Sunday, becoming the
event’s fifth first-time champion
in six years by beating Kevin Na
on the second hole of a playoff at
Tucson National.

“It feels like I've been waiting
quite a while, so it is special,” said
Ogilvy, who started his tour ca-
reer in Tuscon in 2001 and fin-
ished third.

The 27-year-old Australian
rolled in an 18-foot, downhill putt
for birdie on the second playoff to
beat Na. Ogilvy shouted for joy
after making the difficult putt,
and embraced his wife Juli on the
green after Na missed an 8-footer
that would have extended the
playoff.

“I have never really got too
revved up on a golf course,” said
Ogilvy, who had four top-10 finish-
es last year. “Well, I have, but I
try to stay on kind of the same
plane all day, you know? That's
kind of my goal.”

Ogilvy’s  $540,000 winner’s

Golf roundup

share was about 12 times more
than his earnings this season
($47,316) after making the cut in
two of four tournaments.

But Ogilvy, who has been
among the top 95 money-winners
all four years on tour, is practical-
ly a veteran compared to the
21-year-old Na, the youngest play-
er on the circuit.

He and Na fared better in their
first playoff experience than vet-
eran Mark Calcavecchia.

Calcavecchia, who has won 11
titles, was 15 under after 36 holes
and closed with a 3-under 69 to
tie Na and Ogilvy (71) at 19-under
269 and get into the playoff. But
he double-bogeyed the first extra
hole after needing two shots to
blast out of a bunker.

“To hit it there?” Calcavecchia
said. “I guarantee you that one
guy, the entire weekend — maybe
in the whole tournament — hit it
in the back of that trap in the
course of four days, and I have
got to do it in the playoff. Incredi-
ble!”

The 72-hole total of 19 under
was modest for a tournament in
which the cut was 5 under, lowest
on the PGA Tour this year. The
7,109-yard Tucson National
course toughened up Sunday
under bright sunshine, with firm-
er greens and tougher driving be-
cause of occasional wind.

Steve Stricker closed with a 68,
but missed the playoff by a shot.
Doug Barron finished fifth after a
closing 72 for a 271 total.

Aaron Baddeley (68), run-
ner-up to Heath Slocum last year,
Billy Mayfair (70) and Brent Gei-
berger (71) tied at 272.

Na was still choking back tears
while meeting with reporters, re-
callmg his disappointment at fail-
ing to win for the second time in
three weeks.

He made a valiant bid, sinking
a 28-foot birdie putt on the 18th
hole, the most difficult on the
course, to finish with a 71, and
‘making a 20-footer for par on No.
18 to keep pace with Ogilvy on
the first playoff hole.

“I want to become a player like
Sergio Garcia,” Na said. “You
know, winning at 20, 21, guys like
Phil (Mickelson, who beat him in
Phoenix). I want to be the first —

you know, one of the best in the
world. And I feel like I can do
that.

“And to lose in a playoff like
that after hanging in there on the
first hole, it’s pretty depressing.”

On the second playoff hole, the
501-yard, par-5 10th, Na and Ogil-
vy drove through the fairway and
behind trees. Ogilvy punched his
second shot into the fairway for a
clear approach that stopped 18
feet above the hole.

Na cleared the trees with his
second shot, and the ball landed
just beyond the fringe at the back
of the green. He chipped 8 feet
past, giving Ogilvy the opening he
needed for a dramatic ending.

“It was hole it or go home, in
my head,” Ogilvy said. “I found a
way to hit a good putt.”

Weather delays Outhack
Steakhouse Pro-Am again
LUTZ, Fla. — Hale Irwin

summed up in three words the
frustration of taking three days to
play a little more than a round of
golf.

“It’s a mess,” the Champions
Tour career victory leader said
Sunday after bad weather imer-
rupted play again in
rain-shortened Outback Sleak-
house Pro-Am.

The scheduled S54-hole event
was reduced to 36 on Saturday,
but more than an inch of new rain
left puddles on the greens and
tees and pushed back completion
of the senior event until Monday.

Play at the TPC of Tampa Bay
was halted after alittle more than
an hour.

“I think everybody starts off
balance. I don’t think there’s any
‘way you can go out there with any
certainty knowing you're going to
play one hole or nine holes,”
Irwin said. “I think the certainty
was we weren't going to play the
entire day.”

When play resumes Monday,
Irwin will have 12 holes to play
and Morris Hatalsky’s 7-under
135 will be the score to beat.

Hatalsky was one of 22 golfers
to finish the second round Satur-
day. Two of the 76 pros didn’t
even begm round two until Sun-
day morning, and 30 remained on
the course when play was sus-
pended for the day.

Eighteen players completed
the round in the 68 minutes the
field played Sunday. Six others
withdrew — Mike Hill, J.C.
Snead, Lanny Wadkins, Dave
Stockton, Jim Colbert and Ray-
mond Floyd.
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Williams, Clarett try to put
themselves in the running

NFL combine focus shifts to 40 times

BY BARRY WILNER
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Mike Will-
iams ran. Matt Jones ran fast.

Jerome Mathis ran very fast.

Maurice Clarett ran, bul looked
as though he was w:

Oh, what 120 feet can do for a
football career.

The NFL combine is all about
interviews, physicals and drills.

But the focal point always is the
40-yard dash that many — but
hardly all — prospects run.

During the weekend, Williams,
who originally said he would pass
on the 40, changed his mind and
ran a pair of 4.59s. Not great for a
wide receiver, but at least Will-
iams put himself on the line and
produced a time, something sever-
al other wideouts didn’t. Includ-
ing the top player at the position,
Michigan’s Braylon Edwards.

But many did perform — and
perform well.

“It was good to see Mike out
there running,” Tennessee coach
Jeff Fisher said of the Southern
Cal receiver who sat out last sea-
son in the fallout from Clarett’s
failed legal challenge go the draft.
“It’s great for the clubs to see so
many guys running.

Williams wants to play wide re-
ceiver in the pros, although some
teams believe he could be a tight
end or H-back. Two definite wide-
outs, Miami’s Roscoe Parrish and
Oklahoma’s Mark Clayton, ran
swift 4.43s.

“Clayton earned himself a lot of
money by doing that,” NFL draft
expert Gil Brandt said.

Mathis, who played at Hamp-
ton in Virginia, was the fastest
wideout at 4.32. Brandt and Cow-
boys coach Bill Parcells caught
him in an incredible 4.25, which

would have broken the best regis-
tered combine time of 4.28 by
Deion Sanders.

That time could shoot Mathis’
value way up. A small college
All-American, Mathis certainly
improved his stock. He already
had a big Gridiron Classic, scor-
ing on a 26-yard reception and a
38-yard run off a reverse. Mathis
had 108 yards of total offense in
that game.

Jones has become an intriguing
prospect. A quarterback at Arkan-
sas, where he also played basket-
ball, his 4.41 time was the fastest
ever by a quarterback at the com-
bine.

“Very impressive,” Fisher said.

Jones is looked at as a wideout
or an H-back by many pro teams.

He apparently has very good
hands, too.

Of the true QBs, former Florida
State player Adrian McPherson
ran a 4.72 before he tweaked his
quadriceps. That was the quick-
est at the position.

Courtney Roby of Indiana sped
to a 4.36 to trail Mathis among
wideouts.

All of them ‘would have left Clar-
ett in the dust. The former Ohio
State sensation — for one year at
least — badly set back his cause
with slow 40s. His best was in the
4.75 range, with no official time
released because he wasn't in the
lop ﬁve in his running backs

While fellow running backs J.J.
Arrington and Ronnie Brown
were running very quickly, im-
pressing scouts and personnel di-
rectors, Clarett botched his oppor-
tunity.

“It was a rough one,” Clarett
told NFL Network. “I've been
working so long to get to this day,

doing better at practice, and I
kind of mess it up. I'm frustrated.
I've been working a long time,
‘waking up at 5:30 and going back
at 12:30 and then at 7 o’clock, and
I totally busted.”

He certainly didn’t make any
teams think about drafting him in
a big-money slot. Instead, he
claimed he aced the interview ses-
sions with the teams, then bun-
gled Lhe physical stuff.

lot of coaches said I was a
lot mure humble and approach-
able,” he said. “I thought they’d
ask a lot more about what hap-
pened in the past.”

Such as challenging the
league’s draft rules in court, win-
ning early, then seeing an appel-
late court overturn the decision,
making him ineligible for the
2004 selections after he missed
the "03 season under Ohio State
suspension.

Or pleading gullty to lymg ona
police report after claiming
$10,000 in merchandise was sto-
len from his car.

Or accepting benefits in college
to which he was not entitled.

Or accusing Ohio State of ar-
ranging for a no-work job and pro-
viding improper academic aid.

Or showing up unprepared for
last year’s combine.

Or not playing football in '04, ei-
ther.

‘Those things are on his résumé,
however. So is his spotty workout
Saturday in which he skipped sev-
eral drills after his slow run.

“I think we were all as disap-
pointed in his time as he was,” Ti-
tans general manager Floyd
Reese said. “It looks like he’s in
better shape than last year. It
‘wasn't quite what he hoped when
he ran 40s. And it doesn’t help
‘when guys around him run 4.4s.”

Including a quarterback.

Former Ohio State running back Maurice Clarett runs the 40-yard dash
during the NFL combine in Indianapolis on Saturday. His slow times set
back his attempt to show teams two years off didn’t hurt his game.

QB Griese will restructure contract, return to Tampa

The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — Brian Griese agreed to
restructure his contract with the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers on Sunday, helping the
team alleviate its salary-cap problems.

The Tampa Tribune and St. Petersburg
Times reported the quarterback’s deal is
worth $32 million for five years.

“There is a long-term agreement, and it
will be signed in the next few days,” team
spokesman Jeff Kamis said.

Griese earned $900,000 last season,
when he took over for Chris Simms after
the second-year quarterback was injured
during his first pro start. Simms had re-
placed Brad Johnson after the Bucs lost
their first four games.

Griese started 10 games and completed
an NFL-best 69.3 percent of his passes for
2,632 yards, 20 touchdowns and 12 inter-
ceptions.

He also had a propensity for
game-altering mistakes, including four in-
terceptions that were returned for TDs.

But the former Denver starter was in
jeopardy of not returning because he was
due a $6 million roster bonus on Wednes-

day. Redoing his con-
tract will save the team
more than $4 million
under the salary cap.
It also means
Johnson, who helped
the Bucs win the Super Bowl two years
ago, could be released this week to create
another $4.5 million in cap space. General
Manager Bruce Allen has said the team is
about $17 million over.

Although coach Jon Gruden has said
there will be open competition for the start-
ing job in training camp, the financial com-
mitment to Griese would seem to give him
the edge over Simms, who's still regarded
the club’s quarterback of the future.

Lions re-sign center Raiola

DETROIT — The Detroit Lions and Do-
minic Raiola agreed on a five-year con-
tract, keeping the team’s center off the
free-agent market.

Raiola started every game the past three
seasons after spending much of his rookie
season in 2001 on special teams. The
26-year-old Honolulu native was drafted in
the second round out of Nebraska.

The Lions also are looking at signing a
veteran quarterback to back up starter
Joey Harrington. They have interviewed
Jeff Garcia and put him through physical
tests at the NFL combine in Indianapolis.

Garcia was released by the Cleveland
Browns Feb. 22. He completed 144 of 253
passes for 1,731 yards with 10 touchdowns
and nine interceptions in 10 starts last sea-

“We’ll just have to wait and see because
it has to be the right fit on the field with our
situation and it has to be the right fit cap-
wise,” Millen said.

Garcia earned his second straight Pro
Bowl selection in 2001 with San Francisco
under Steve Mariucci, then the 49ers’
coach and now the Lions’ coach. He com-
pleted 62.7 percent of his passes and accu-
mulated 3,538 yards and 32 touchdowns
that year.

Kurt Warner, who played for the New
York Giants last season, also will be avail-
able and could be considered by Detroit.

Bettis agrees to return to Steelers

PITTSBURGH — The Pittsburgh Steel-
ers aren't ready to park the Bus just yet.

Jerome Bettis, who weighed retiring
after the Steelers lost in the AFC champion-
ship game last month, agreed Saturday to
another pay cut and will play for at least
one more season.

This is the second consecutive season
the NFL's No. § career rusher has accepted
a substantial pay cut to stay in Pittsburgh.

Bettis was to have made $4,484,000 next
season, but will play for about $1.5 million
— or about $500,000 more than his base sal-
ary last season.

After the Steelers signed Duce Staley a
year ago, Bettis agreed to cut his salary by
$2.7 million to remain in Pmsburgh as a
backup. Bettis went on to enjoy a come-
back season as the Steelers went 16-2, gain-
ing at least 100 yards in all but one of seven
starts while making the Pro Bowl for the
sixth time after rushing for 941 yards.

“We're elated the deal worked out,” Lam-
ont Smith, one of Bettis’ agents, said Satur-
day night of a signing first reported on the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette’s Web site. “We
anticipate the Steelers will make another
run at the Super Bowl and that is Jerome’s
motivation to come back, to play in the
Super Bowl.”
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Temple’s Chaney is on short leash
in the wake of flagrant foul fiasco

ohn Chaney is still teach-
ing kids that basketball is
war when he should know
better.

It's the same thing Bob Knight
does under the same banner of

“molding” men, and it's led to
some of the same excesses.

But maybe when someone has
been doing things one way all his
life, it’s the rest of us who should
Kknow better than to expect him to
change. So for the time being,
stash the out-
rage over the
dangerous
stunt Chaney
pulled  last
week. It will
come back to

Jim Litke

epi-
sode  won’t
mark the end
of  Chaney’s
run at Tem-
ple. Not yet,
anyway. The timid punishment
handed down by university presi-
dent David Adamany demonstrat-
ed that.

But you can see the end from
here. Rest assured that the next
time Chaney rushes into battle
will be the last time he does so
while drawing a paycheck from
the Philadelphia school. Adama-
ny doesnt have to draw up a
zero-tolerance policy; his
73-year-old icon of a coach did it
for him. All that’s left for the presi-
dent to do now is wait Chaney out.

‘What happened Tuesday night
has been recounted and replayed
dozens of times, increasingly fol-
lowed by calls for Chaney’s resig-
nation or firing. That's because
for all the good Chaney has done,
it was hardly unprecedented.
Fouls don’t get much more fla-
grant or intentional than this.

The day before his squad
played host to local rival Saint Jo-

seph’s, Chaney threatened to use
one of his own kids to “send a mes-
sage” to the refs: if they wouldn’t
do something about what he insist-
ed were illegal screens set by the
Hawks’ players, he would.

And being a man of his word,
Chaney did.

He sent Nehemiah Ingram, a
player he would later refer to as a
“goon,” into the game with in-
structions to knock some Saint Jo-
seph’s players around. Ingram is
a bruising 6-foot-8, 250-pounder
who describes himself as “good at
heart” — “My mama raised me in
the church,” he added — but none-
theless did exactly what he was
told. After the game, Chaney
crowed about Ingram’s handi-
work, but it didn’t last long.

ne of the players Ingram
knocked to the floor, senior for-
ward John Bryant, will miss the
rest of the season with a broken

arm.

Once it became clear that the
damage Chaney's act caused
wasn't simply limited to the integ-
rity of the game, both the school
and the Atlantic 10 Conference
had to do something. Laughably,
they extended his self-imposed
suspension from one game to

ree.

The only good thing about the
entire incident is that it happened
at Temple instead of Saint Jo-
seph’s, where chances are it
would have touched off a melee.
Because Chaney would have
been done, right then and there.
And a guy who’s handed out so
many chances to kids of all
stripes has earned at least one
more for himself.

That’s one more than a few peo-
ple would argue s fair, since Bry-
ant will be cheated out of what
should have been the best few
weeks of his career, Saint Jo-
seph’s will be forced to defend its
regular-season league title with-
out a key role player, and any

AP

John Chaney is out for the rest of Temple’s regular season, under sus-
pension for ordering a player to commit flagrant fouls against St. Joe’s.

coach who didn’t have Chaney’s
stature would likely be out of a
job already. But the last part is
precisely the point.

Chaney never graduated as
many kids as he should have, but
it's worth remembering that on
sum, most of those who came into
contact with him will swear he
had an impact on their lives,
helped determine what they did
when they left the team and in
plenty of cases, he helped get
them there.

That’s why guys like Chaney be-
come coaches in the first place
and why, so long as they're suc-
cessful, they get away with every-
thing short of inciting a riot. Be-
cause they can lead. Chaney
could, too — once. He's in the

Hall of Fame for good reason, but
Chaney hasn’t ever been to the
Final Four, hasn’t taken Temple
to the NCAA tournament the last
three seasons, and no longer oper-
ates the baddest program in his
own town anymore. That would
be Saint Joe’s, which has beaten
the Owls — illegal screens or not
— the last six times they’ve met.
Temple’s days as a national pro-
gram are in the past. Chaney sac-
rificed more than most big-time
coaches and made do with less
for a long time. But the real fight,
the one that has to do with
Chaney’s survival, may just be be-
ginning.
Jim Litke is a national sports columnist
for The Associated Press. Write to him
at: litke@ap.org

Havlicek

BY RUSTY MILLER
The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — His voice
cracking with emotion, John Hav-
licek turned his big moment into
a heartfelt thank-you to his late
coach.

One of the stalwarts of the Bos-
ton Celtics dynasty of the 1960s
and '70s, Havlicek returned to
Ohio State on Sunday to have his
collegiate No. 5 uniform number
retired.

Standing at midcourt and
flanked by family and friends —
including the widow of his Buck-
eyes coach, Fred Taylor — Hav-
licek thanked the fans, his team-
mates and Taylor.

“Without Fred Taylor I would
never have become the player I
became,” Havlicek said. “Be-
cause he was selling defense and
1 bought it

Havllcek moved north from the

honored

tiny Ohio River town of Lansing
to learn the game of basketball at
Ohio State in 1959.

In his years with the Buckeyes,
Havlicek teamed with
Lucas, Mel Nowell and Larry
Siegfried to go 78-6, win the 1960
national championship and finish
second to Cincinnati the next two
seasons.

All the points (more than
1,000), the championships (three
Big Ten titles) and the victories
pale compared to other accom-
plishments, Havlicek said.

“The thing about our team that
was really unusual is we were re-
ally student-athletes,” he said
with a smile. “Everyone graduat-
ed and off that team there were
seven master’s (degrees), two
Ph.Ds and maybe one or two
M.D.s. At one point in time, we
had a grade-point average of 3.4
on the basketball team.

“T’ll bet that’s an NCAA record,
too.”

where it all began

Havlicek received a 30-second
standing ovation from a crowd of
17,763 as he walked to midcourt
before being introduced as “a
player of perpetual motion ... the
first supersub and later a super-
star.”

Black-and-white footage of his
Ohio State playing days showed
him diving for balls, picking up
loose rebounds and scrambling to
lead the fast break — just like he
did in his days as the hustling
sixth man for the Celtics who be-
came one of the NBA’s leading ca-
reer scorers.

Taylor once called Havlicek
“the best conditioned athlete I
ever coached.”

Havlicek, 64, watched as a ban-
ner bearing his jersey number
and name was unfurled from the
rafters. He was joined by his wife,
Beth, daughter Jill, son Chris and
grandson  Walker.  Taylor's
widow, Eileen, was also on hand.

Havlicek went on to win eight
NBA titles with the fast-breaking,
defensive-minded Celtics. He still
wears the ring from the 1969
championship because “it was
Bill Russell’s last year, we had fin-
ished fourth and no one gave us a
chance. We had one more sur-
prise for everyone.”

Havlicek's  retired number
joins those of Lucas, Jimmy Jack-
son, Katie Smith and the late
Gary Bradds.

An Ohio State official said there
were no plans for any other addi-
tions to those retired numbers.

Asked where the latest honor
ranked among his many others,
Havlicek said he was humbled
that he was remembered for his
college career, and for the title
that he helped bring to campus 45
long years ago.

“This was the fll‘Sl ume I ever
won a " he said.

[llinois again
unanimous
No. 1 in poll;
Carolina 2nd

BY JIM O’CONNELL
The Associated Press

Tllinois was No. 1 in The Associ-
ated Press college basketball poll
Monday, the Illini’s 13th straight
week on top and their fifth consec-
utive poll as a unanimous choice.

The Illini (28-0) beat Northwest-
ern in their only game last week.
Coupled with a loss by Michigan
State, that was enough for them to
repeat as Big Ten champions.

The 13-week run at No. 1 is the
longest since Kansas was on top
for 15 straight polls in 1996-97.
Five weeks as a unanimous
choice of the 72-member national
media panel is the longest such
streak since Duke’s five-week
run in 2001-02.

North Carolina (24-3) beat
North Carolina State and Mary-
land last week to remain No. 2.

Kentucky, which beat Alabama
to win its 43rd Southeastern Con-
ference title on Saturday, moved
up two spots to third. Wake For-
est made the same jump to fourth.

Boston College, which last
Wednesday lost at Villanova,
dropped from No. 3, the highest
ranking in school history, to fifth.

Duke moved up one spot to
sixth. It marked the Blue Devils’
164th consecutive poll appear-
ance, tying Kentucky for the
fifth-longest streak since the poll
started in the 1948-49 season.

Duke has been ranked in every
poll since the preseason Top 25 of
the 1996-97 season. The record is
UCLA’s run of 221 consecutive
polls that started with the pre-
season voting in 1966-67 and
ended on Jan. 8, 1980.

Kansas, which has the sec-
ond-] longest active streak at 91
straight polls, moved from eighth
to No. 7. Oklahoma State, the
team the Jayhawks beat to end
their three-game losing streak,
dropped from fourth to No. 8.

Louisville and Washington
rounded out the Top Ten.

izona was 11th and was fol-
lowed by Gonzaga, Syracuse,
Michigan State, Connecticut,
Utah, Pacific, Charlotte, Villano-
va and Oklahoma.

Alabama, Cincinnati, Wiscon-
sin, Pittsburgh and Nevada were
the last five ranked teams.

“That’s the one that you probably
remember more than anything
else.”

AP Top 25
Re:
. Illinois (71)
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Carolina
hangs on
vs. Terps

Last-second
block by May
saves Heels

The Associated Press

COLLEGE PARK, Md. — If
North Carolina can win at Mary-
land without Rashad McCants,
just how good will the Tar Heels
be when their leading scorer re-
turns? The rest of the Atlantic
Coast Conference can't be too
eager to find out.

Raymond Felton made the tie-
breaking layup
with 19 seconds
left and Sean
May blocked a
shot just before
the buzzer, giv-
ing the sec-
ond-ranked Tar Heels a harrow-
ing 85-83 victory on Sunday.

May had 22 points and 11 re-

Men's
Top 25

roundup

Wake Forest's Justin Gray, top left, and Virginia's Devin Smith wrestle for control of a loose ball during the first half of Sunday’s game at Win-
ston-Salem, N.C. Wake Forest’s Chris Paul is sprawled beneath the two scrambling players. Sixth-ranked Wake Forest beat Virginia 90-68.

bounds for North Carolina, which
remained alone atop the ACC
after its fifth straight victory.

It was the 2Ist consecutive
game in which the Tar Heels
(24-3,12-2) had at least four play-
ers score in double figures, and
they did it without McCants, who
has been sidelined with an intesti-
nal disorder. He was averaging
15.8 points and ranked second on
the team in assists.

“Its still difficult to play with-
out Rashad, but we’ve done it for
two games and if we have to, we’ll
do it for more,” North Carolina
coach Roy Williams said.

Jawad Williams had 21 points,
David Noel scored a season-high
12 points and Felton had 10 points
and 10 assists.

“It just shows that guys are will-
ing to step up,” May said.

With the score ned at 83, Felton

drove the left side of the lane and
delivered his only basket of the
second half. Mike Jones had a
chance to tie it for Maryland, but
his last-second shot was swatted
away by May.

“Sean is unbehevable He does
great things at the right time,” Fel-
ton said. “That time, he made a
big play on the defensive end. My
opinion is that is what won the
game, not my layup.”

In the first game between the
teams, the Tar Heels hammered
the Terrapins by 34 points at
Chapel Hill. This one was closer,
but North Carolina again proved
too talented and too deep for a
Maryland squad with one scholar-
ship senior.

“They’re the No. 2 team in the
country and I want our guys to be-
lieve they can play with them,”
Maryland coach Gary Williams
said. “On the last play, we had

good isolation with Mike Jones.
But Sean made a great play.”

The loss means Maryland
(16-10, 7-8) must beat Virginia
Tech on the road Saturday to fin-
ish at .500 in the ACC.

“The last game of the season is
going to be a dogfight, especially
going down to Virginia Tech for
their senior night,” Jones said.
“We need to go down there and
play as hard as we can.”

The Tar Heels led 76-68 with
five minutes left, but the Terra-

pins used three straight
three-pointers to go up 81-80 with
1:33 to go.

Jawad ~ Williams  hit a

three-pointer for North Carolina
and Ekene Ibekwe tied it at 83 on
a up in with 41 seconds remain-

P hat set the stage for a thrilling
finish.
“Jones came over and got a

clean look,” May said. “I knew he
had to put the shot up; he didn’t
have time enough to pass it. I was
able to get a clean block.”

Chris McCray scored a ca-
reer-high 25 points, Nik
Caner-Medley had 16 and John
Gilchrist added 13 for the Terra-
pins, who rallied from a 10-point
deficit to tie it.

The Tar Heels finished with a
44-35 edge on the boards.

“He’s about as athletic as a
small elephant,” Roy Williams
said jokingly.

No. 6 Wake Forest 90, Virginia
68: Justin Gray scored 20 points
and Chris Paul and Eric Williams
each had 17 points for the Demon
Deacons (244, 11-3 Atlantic
Coast Conference), who im-
proved to 15-0 at home.

Devin Smith scored 22 points
for Virginia (13-12, 4-10) and J.R.

Reynolds and T.J. Bannister each
had 15.

No. 20 Wisconsin 64, Ohio St.
56: Alando Tucker scored 19
points for the visiting Badgers
(18-7, 9-5 Big Ten), who were
8-for-15 from three-point range
while holding Ohio State to
S-for-22 shooting from behind the

arc.

Terence Dials had 20 points for
Ohio State (18-10, 7-7), which lost
its second straight after winning
six of seven.

No. 23 Villanova 67, George-
town 56: Allan Ray scored 18
points and Will Sheridan had a
season-high 14  points and
grabbed nine rebounds for the
Wildcats (19-6, 9-5 Big East), who
won their fifth straight.

Brandon Bowman had 22
points for the Hoyas (16-9, 8-6),
who have lost three straight.

Hoosiers

BY STEVE HERMAN
The Associated Press

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. — Bracey Wright
knew exactly what was at stake for Indiana
against Michigan State.

“The bottom line was, if we didn’t win
today, we would have to win at Wisconsin,”
Wright said. “We're also protecting our
home court. We felt it would be the biggest
win and give us the most momentum.”

Wright, who missed three games and
was ineffective in his first game back two
weeks ago, scored a season-high 32 points
Sunday to lead Indiana to a 78-74 overtime
victory over No. 10 Michigan State.

He had 27 points against Purdue in the
Hoosiers’ last game. He has made 10 of 16
three-] pomters in those victories as the Hoo-
siers (14-11, 9-5) have climbed to third
place in the Bxg Ten with two games left in
the regular season.

“That first shot I got, I had a little spaoe,
so I was able to knock that down,”
said. “I saw that if I could get going, lhal

would get everybody else going. Once I got
my rhythm and started knocking down
shots, everybody else did, too.”

D.J. White added 17 points, including
the tying basket in the closing seconds of
regulation and the go-ahead basket in over-
time, and Marshall Strickland had 13
points and eight assists for Indiana, which
plays at No. 20 Wisconsin on Tuesday and
finish the season at home next week
against Northwestern.

White, playing in foul trouble most of the
game, scored with 17 seconds left, sending
the game into overtime tied at 64. Paul
Davis put Michigan State ahead for the last
time at 66-64, but he fouled out shortly
thereafter and the Hoosiers ran off eight
straight points.

“The shot was going to either me or
Bracey and I guess I popped open,” White
said of the tying basket in regulation. “T
just felt good when I let it go. T knew it was
going to go in. I just did my job and put it in
the basket.”

In overtime, Roderick Wilmont hit one

free throw, White had two more baskets
and Wright put the game out of reach with
a three-pointer with 42 seconds left. The
Hoosiers scored their last six points on
free throws over the final 26 seconds and
took a 78-72 lead before Chris Hill scored
at the buzzer for Michigan State (20-5,
11-3).

“We didn’t deserve to win it,” Hill said.
“It wasn’t just one guy. A number of guys
missed shots, missed opportunities. We
fought back and put ourselves in a good po-
sition the last couple of minutes but didn’t
make the plays.”

Hill, Davis and Alan Anderson scored 12
points’ apiece for Michigan State, which
had won six straight.

“For the most part, we’ve won as a team.
Today, we really, truly lost as a team,”
Michigan State coach Tom Izzo said.
“There was one guy that played anywhere
close to where I hoped he would play, and
that was Kelvin Torbert.”

The Spartans trailed by 11 late in the
first half but pulled within three at half-

had the Wright idea vs. Michigan State

time and took the lead midway through the
second half on a three-pointer by Torbert.
The Spartans built the lead to six points be-
fore Indiana’s final pusl
“We just had some mlstakes, whether it

be dribbling it off our feet or whether it be
not following the game plan or not switch-
ing when we were supposed to,” Izzo said.
“We just made a lot of mistakes against a
team that after the first five minutes came
back and punched us square in the nose.”

After Indiana’s early lead, the Hoosiers
went more than four minutes without a
field goal but stayed close at the free-throw
line and trailed only 60-58 after a
three-pointer by A.J. Ratliff with four min-
utes to go. Maurice Ager then hit one free
throw and a three-pointer to put Michigan
State ahead 54 58, matching its biggest
lead of the gam

Strickland sco red for Indiana and
Wright pulled the Hoosiers within two with
two free throws with 1:30 remaining. After
a Michigan State turnover, the Hoosiers
got the ball inside to White, a 6-foot-9 fresh-
man, who tied the game. A last-second
miss by Torbert sent the game to overtime.
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Kansas forward Wayne Simien (23) breaks through the defense of Oklahoma State's Ivan
McFarlin (23) Stephen Graham (21) and Terrance Crawford (42) for two of his 32 points.

Jayhawks wi
a barnburner

Kansas slides past Oklahoma St.
in a classic to end three-game skid

BY DOUG TUCKER
The Associated Press

LAWRENCE, Kan. — Play this one in
the Final Four and it’s an instant classic, a
game that lives forever.

Instead, it will go down in the memories
of everyone who coached, played or wit-
nessed it as one of the greatest college bas-
Ketball games they ever experienced.

That No. 8 Kansas finally emerged with
an 81-79 victory over No. 4 Oklahoma State
on Sunday seemed almost an afterthought.
With the Big 12 championship on the line,
as well as a high NCAA seed, the old rivals
combined to shoot 62 percent from the
floor and played almost flawlessly in key
stretches throughout the afternoon.

Kansas forward Wayne Simien, a lead-
ing candidate for Big 12 player of the year,
had perhaps his greatest game. He scored
a career-best 32 points, grabbed 12 re-
bounds and broke the school record by
making 34 free throws in a row.

Oklahoma State’s John Lucas, last sea-
son’s Big 12 player of the year, made his
first nine shots, including four three-point-
ers.

There was a time in the second half
when Kansas was shooting 70 percent but
still trailed by a point after Oklahoma State
hit two buckets within 21 seconds.

“This was a great ballgame,” Lucas said.
“One of the best ballgames all year.”

Kansas shot 66 percent from the field,
and Oklahoma State hit 59 percent.

Aaron Miles hit a running layup with 37
seconds to go for the Jayhawks (21-4,
11-3), who have a one-game lead over Okla-
homa State (20-5, 10-4) and No. 22 Oklaho-
ma with two games to play.

“Certainly, for me, it was an honor to
coach in this game,” Kansas’ Bill Self said.
“This will go down as one of the great ones
to ever be played in this building.”

The loss for Oklahoma State probably
means coach Eddie Sutton will end his ca-
reer without ever leading the Cowboys to
victory in Allen Fieldhouse. But the fact
his Cowboys are 0-11 here hardly seemed
to bother the man with 775 career wins.

“What a great college basketball game,”
Sutton said. “When both teams play like
that, it is a shame that one has to lose. If we
both played like that, we would beat a lot of
people. This was a good game even though
we lost. It was still a great game for us.”

Lucas’ first miss came with 1:31 to go
and the game tied at 78.

‘With 37 seconds left, Miles, the Big 12 as-
sists leader, scored the go-ahead basket for
an 80-78 lead.

Oklahoma State freshman JamesOn
Curry was fouled by Moody and went to
the line with 25 seconds left. He made
second free throw to make it a one-point
game. Miles was fouled with 19 seconds to
go and he hit the second for the 81-79 lead.

After dribbling between the circle for a
few seconds, Lucas launched a three-point
attempt that hit the rim.

“When it left his hand, it was like it was
in slow motion,” Simien said. “I thought he
was going to make it. He seemed like he
couldn’t miss all day long.”

Lucas had 22 p\)ml% while Joey Graham
added 19 and Curry 15

Keith Langford had 14 points and Miles
added 13 for Kansas.

After last Monday's loss at Oklahoma,
the Kansas players declared themselves
off-limits to the media, and Self confiscat-
ed all their cell phones.

“I don’t know if that helped them at all,”
Self said. “But if they think it did.”

Graham agreed the high shooting per-
centages were a result of good offense, not
bad defense.

“We both played our tails off,” he said.
“We played a good game and fought till the
end. We were really going at it.”
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40 times dash to the fore as combine winds down . 3;




